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History of the 339th Fighter Group 

 
Started as 339th Bombardment Group (Dive), - 

changed to - 339th Fighter Bomber Group, - finally, in 
Europe it became - the 339th Fighter Group. 

 
Activated at - Hunter Field, Georgia 10 Aug 1942 then 

went to Drew Field, Florida 6 Feb 1943, then to  
Walterboro Army Air Field, South Carolina 3 Jul 1943 

then moved to Rice Army Air Field, California 17 Sep 1943 
to 9 Mar 1944 overseas to Fowlmere, England - 5 Apr 
1944 to 7 Sep 1945 returned to Drew Field, Florida 7 Sep 
1945 Deactivated 7 Nov 1945 

Service - American Theater 
Combat - European Theater 

 
Campaigns – 

Air Offensive, Europe, Normandy; Northern France; 
Rhineland; Ardennes-Alsace; Central Europe. 
 

Air Combat, EAME Theater 
 

Distinguished Unit Citation 
Germany, 10 – 11 Sept 1944 

 
Aircraft: - A-24, A-25 Cutiss Helldiver & Vultee 

Vengence, 1942 to 1943; P-39, Airacobra 1943 to 1944; 
P-51, Mustang 1944 to 1945. 
 
 
 
 
© All rights reserved Stephen C. Ananian 
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By John B. Henry, Jr. 
 

The 339th Fighter Group began its existence 
at Hunter Field, Savannah, Georgia, on 10 August 
1942 as the 339th Bombardment Group [Dive]. 

The Group moved at reduced strength on 6 
February 1943 to Drew Field, Tampa, Florida. In 
the next few months personnel and equipment were 
assigned to bring the Group up to strength while 
flying A-24 (Douglas Dauntless) and A25 (Curtiss 
Helldiver) aircraft.  

On 3 July 1943 the 339th moved to 
Walterboro, South Carolina, and began conversion 
to a fighter-bomber group. Dive-bomber pilots were 
transferred out and replaced by fighter pilots, and P-39 aircraft began to arrive. 

On 12 August 1943, I, then a lieutenant colonel, received orders to proceed 
to Walterboro to assume command of the group. On that day I fell into more good 
luck than I deserved. I was about to have the privilege of being a part of one of 
the best flying organizations in the U.S. Army Air Forces. I was told of the 
Group's conversion underway, and the bottom line was that we had three weeks to 
complete the manning, equipping and organizing of various squadrons and support 
elements. We would then move all of it to the California desert to provide air 
support to ground troops training in the Army's Desert Maneuver Area. When I 
heard we were expected to be at Rice Field, California, in thirty days, I had grave 

misgivings about being able to 
accomplish such a gargantuan task. 
To move a well-established group 
from east to west coast in thirty 
days might have been a reasonable 
task, but for one that was still 
converting to fighters, it seemed 
questionable. Nevertheless, we had 
no choice but to do our best to 
comply. 

I was announced as commander of the 339th Bombardment Group (Dive) on 
17 August 1943 and the 339th changed its name to 339th Fighter Bomber Group on 
20 August 1943 with three redesignated squadrons - the 503rd, 504th and 505th 

 

Col. John B. Henry, jr. 

A-25 of 339th Bombardment Group (Dive) Drew 
Field, Florida
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Fighter Bomber Squadrons. I will be grateful always to the commanders of units 
from which the pilots and aircraft came. I could not have done better if given the 
privilege of making the selections. We received 65 top-notch pilots, including the 
five bomber pilots who remained to fly fighters. I saw no substandard officers or 
"hangar queen" aircraft being passed to the 339th. Through the super-human 
efforts of a group of highly motivated people, many of whom were working 
together for the first time, we made it. The ground elements departed by rail and 
forty-nine P-39, “Airacobras” aircraft flew out on 10 September 1943, arriving at 
Rice Field on 17 September 1943. 

The 85th Fighter Bomber Group to which I was assigned previously had spent 
six months on the California Desert in the same role we were getting, so I knew 
what to expect. I knew from the 85th's experience that the air support 
requirements for Army Desert Training were minimal. This meant that we would 
need to fill a significant amount of slack time with other activities. We would need 
to develop a flying training program to improve the skills of our pilots and to 
prevent the boredom that stems from idleness. Therefore, I took with me a copy 
of the training materials used by the 85th to train individual combat pilot 
replacements. The use of this material, along with the knowledge and expertise we 
had in our squadron commanders and operations officers who had come from 
fighter groups in Florida, enabled us to develop a well balanced and meaningful 
combat pilot training curriculum. This kept us busy when we were not responding to 
the infrequent calls to provide aircraft to support Army troop maneuvers. 

A major general who also commanded the army division that was in training 
at the time commanded the California Desert Maneuver area. In our case it 
happened to be Major General Alexander Patch. He had priority on our flying 
activities, and we were to respond to any and all demands that he levied upon us at 
whatever place and time that he designated. The 339th had been transferred 
literally out of the Army Air Forces to the command of the Desert Maneuver Area, 
which had the same status as an overseas theater of operations. Aside from 
assuring that we kept enough aircraft in commission to satisfy the Army troop 
training needs, they were not concerned with how we occupied our time. Thus, we 

P-39 of the 339th Fighter Bomber Group, S-75 taking off at Rice Field, California. Note 
tents in background. 
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could pursue our own training program without outside interference. With the 
flight line force and the Group's supply section pulling together, we were able to 
maintain a high aircraft fly-ability rate despite the low supply priority granted by 
Army Air Forces. No small part of this achievement was due to the old American 
ingenuity and determination to overcome obstacles on the part of all concerned. 

The pilots entered seriously into the spirit of this training and in so doing 
developed a high level of skill in gunnery, formation flying, bombing and other flying 
requirements that make up a good combat pilot. Three things contributed directly 
to the success of this program. One was the rigid stability of our personnel and 
aircraft. War Department regulations prohibited the transfer of a single individual 
or aircraft from the group throughout its tour in the maneuver area. This stability 
for six months had a very favorable effect. Secondly, our isolated location forced 
all personnel to live on base full time, which assured maximum personnel availability 
at all times. Thirdly, there was abundant good flying weather - every day was a fair 
weather day with unlimited potential for flying, enabling the squadrons to pile up 
training accomplishments in rapid fashion. However, the good weather served us 
badly for what was in store in that it did not prepare us for the eternally inclement 
British weather we would have to endure a few months later. 

About six weeks before our 
tour on the desert was to end, an 
Inspector General team from 
Third Air Force came to Rice to 
determine the general condition of 
the 339th. They remained three 
days and departed without leaving 
an exit report. I thought that was 
rather brief but assumed the 
inspectors had seen enough to 
make their findings in a later 
report. My concern was that we 
may have been judged deficient to 
the extent that they saw no point in delving further. However, we never received a 
report of that team's findings, orally or in writing. 

Ten days later a rather large group of officers headed by a full colonel 
arrived unannounced. My initial reaction was one of alarm-that the previous team 
had found serious problems. That fear was short-lived. The team leader, Colonel 
John E. Barr, informed us that his team was to give us an Operation Readiness 
Inspection (ORI) with a view of sending the 339th overseas directly from Rice 
Field. This was a tremendous morale boost and generated great enthusiasm among 
our personnel. For eight days this team examined in minute detail our training, 
supply, administration and medical records. They inspected personal and technical 
equipment and noted shortages that would have to be filled for overseas readiness. 

 

Armorer prepares to service armament on P-39 
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The operations segment of the team put us through every phase of combat opera-
tional flying, culminating in a maximum effort group formation with all aircraft of 
three squadrons in the air and assembled in a group formation on a timely basis. 
The exit briefing informed us that we had passed an excellent ORI and would be 
recommended for filling a Third Air Force obligation to the Eighth Air Force in 
England. Assignment to the prestigious Eighth Air Force was a tremendous 
surprise, one that exceeded our dreams. Enthusiasm ran high! 

Soon we began receiving equipment that was to accompany the group 
overseas. Other equipment on the overseas Table of Allowances was shipped 
directly to the port of embarkation. The 339th left Rice Field in early March 1944, 
and arrived at Camp Shanks, New York, on 12 March 1944. One week later we 
boarded the HMS Sterling Castle along with several other fighter groups, arriving 
at Liverpool thirteen days later. The group went by rail to Fowlmere, England, on 5 
April 1944 to be equipped with about 75 P-51 Mustangs in the next three weeks. 

Many original members of the 339th Fighter Group believed that the plan 
from the beginning was for the group to train in the California desert for six 
months and then proceed to an overseas location. However, the intent was strictly 
to fill an obligation to support Army Desert Training Area activities, after which 
we would likely have other stateside training responsibilities or else be broken up 
for assignment as replacement personnel. Fortunately, our story had a very happy 
ending. . In Sep 45 the group returned to the states for inactivation. 

The moral to this story is that a group of conscientious young men who were 
in the Army to fulfill their patriotic duty to their country in time of peril were 
recognized and rewarded for their hard work, zeal, self-discipline and talents. The 
group's brilliant record of combat harvest will fill the pages of history with the 
luster of sparkling crystal.                                                               

 
 
 
                                                                                                    
 

P-51Cs, Mustangs of The 339th Fighter Group prepare for takeoff on a combat mission 
at Fowlmere, in England. 
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First Anniversary 
Straight from California-Arizona desert maneuvers; the 339th Fighter 

Group arrived in England 4 April 1944. By Sunday 30 April it had flown its new 
Mustangs against the enemy for the first time. 

Today, one year later, the 339th Fighter Group, second youngest fighter 
unit in the 8th AF, can show 692 enemy aircraft destroyed in the air and on the 
ground, another 19 probably destroyed, and 321 damaged. No other fighter group 
ever did as well in its initial year of combat in the ETO, even in the lushest hunting 
days. 

Commanded until 14 April 1945 by Col. John B. Henry Jr., of San Antonio, 
Tex., and now by Lt. Col William C. Clark of Richmond, Va., the 339th recalls with 
pride the Distinguished Unit Citation it received for a job performed in the Munich 
area 10-11 September 1944. It is proud, also, to have had the opportunity to 
support Allied forces both on D-Day last June and more recently in the “battle of 
the Ruhr." 

Brightest spot in an action-jammed year, however, was the sensational finish 
the group staged in April 1945. Records toppled as the 339th in April on three 
days alone destroyed 291 German aircraft. Totals for the big month included 296 
planes destroyed on the ground, plus 19 more in the air. 

The achievements of the past year came, with few exceptions; while the 
Three-Three-Nine was performing satisfactorily its primary objective of giving 
fighter escort to American heavy bombers. They were made possible through the 
untiring energies of men on the ground and the skill and courage of men aloft. 

Unheralded on the opposite page are the efforts of fighter and service 
group personnel whose efforts contributed so tremendously to the splendid record 
of the 339th . . . their story is to be found between the lines, but it's there, 
nevertheless.  

504th Flight Line - Fowlmere, England.
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HIGHLIGHTS . . .  
Most enemy aircraft destroyed (air-ground) by a group in its first year of 

combat in the European Theater of Operations - 
658 

Most enemy aircraft (ground) by a. group in its first year - -  
424 

Most enemy aircraft destroyed (air-ground) by a group in one month- 
315 (in April, 1945) 

Most enemy aircraft destroyed (ground) by a group in one month –  
296 (in April, 1945) 

Most enemy aircraft destroyed (ground) in one week –  
228 (April 10-16, 1945) 

Most enemy aircraft destroyed (air-ground) in three successive assau1ts – 
291 (April 10, 16 and 17, 1945) 

Most enemy aircraft destroyed (ground) on three successive strafing 
missions-                           290 (April 10, 16 and 17, 1945) 

First group to destroy 100 plus enemy aircraft on single mission- 
105 (on April 10, 1945) 

First group to destroy 100 plus enemy aircraft on two different missions- 
105 (on April 10, 1945); 118 (on April 16, 1945) 

Most enemy aircraft destroyed (air-ground) by a squadron in first year of 
combat-                          36l (by 505th Fighter Squadron) 

Most enemy aircraft destroyed (ground) by a fighter squadron in ETO- 
276 (by S05th Fighter Squadron) 

Most enemy aircraft destroyed by a squadron on single mission- 
63 (by 505th Fighter Squadron) 

Most enemy aircraft destroyed (ground) by a squadron on three successive 
strafing missions-          139 (by 5O5th Fighter Squadron) 

Most enemy aircraft damaged (air-ground) by a squadron in first year of 
combat-                          147 (by 505th Fighter Squadron) 

Most enemy aircraft destroyed by an individual on single mission- 
11 (by Capt. Robert H. Ammon, 503rd Fighter Squadron) 

Most enemy aircraft destroyed (ground) by pilot now active, in ETO- 
25½ (by Lt. Col. Joseph L. Thury, commander of 505th Fighter Squadron) 
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339th pilots were among first Americans to witness and report artillery 
action between Russians and Germans east of Berlin. 

339th flew on first 8th AF mission giving fighter support to bombers of the 
15th AF. 

339th was among the first fighter groups to operate extensively in 
Czechoslovakia. 
 

FIRST YEAR TOTALS 
 
                                 Destroyed    Probably Destroyed      Damaged 
                    Air        234             19                    78  
              Ground            424                  0                   243 
 

The 339th Fighter Group recorded a total of 658 aerial and ground victories 
during its 264 missions. The average number of enemy aircraft destroyed per 
mission was 2.488, the best in the 8th Air Force Fighter Command. 

The 339th Fighter Group destroyed 12 enemy jet-propelled fighters in the 
air. Recently the score was increased to 13 when it was discovered that one ME 
262 claimed damaged by Lt. Jerome Sainlar, 503rd on 9 Feb 45, crashed on landing 
killing the pilot. The 339th ranks Second in Jet Propelled Aircraft destroyed in the 
air!                                                                 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 339th Fighter Group Insignia 
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The History of the 339th as recorded in Roger Freeman’s 
book “The Mighty Eighth Air Force” 

 
339th Fighter Group  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Note Error: - The tail of the 505th FS was supposed to be yellow but was kept silver 
because of pilot’s objections. 

 
Constituted as 339th Bombardment Group (Dive) on 3 Aug 1942 and 

activated on 10 Aug. Equipped with A-24's and A-25's; converted to P-39's in Jul 
1943. Redesignated 339th Fighter-Bomber Group in Aug 1943. Trained and 
participated in maneuvers. Moved to England, Mar-Apr 1944. Assigned to Eighth 
AF and equipped with P-51's.  

Began operations with a fighter sweep on 30 Apr. Redesignated 339th 
Fighter Group in May 1944. Engaged primarily in escort duties during its first five 
weeks of operations, and afterwards flew many escort missions to cover the 
operations of medium and heavy bombers that struck strategic objectives, 
interdicted the enemy's communications, or supported operations on the 
ground.  

Frequently strafed airdromes and other targets of opportunity while on 
escort missions. Received a Distinguished Unit Citation for operations on 10 and 
11 Sep 1944. On the first of those days, when it escorted bombers to a target in 
Germany and then attacked an airdrome near Erding, the group destroyed or 
damaged many enemy planes despite the intense fire it encountered from 
antiaircraft guns and small arms. The following day the bomber formation being 
escorted to Munich was attacked by enemy fighters, but members of the 339th 
group destroyed a number of the interceptors and drove off the others; at the 
same time, other members of the 339th were attacking an airdrome near 
Karlsruhe, where they encountered heavy fire but were able to destroy or 
damage many of the aircraft parked on the field.  

The group provided fighter cover over the Channel and the coast of 
Normandy during the invasion of France in Jun 1944. Strafed and dive-bombed 
vehicles, locomotives, marshalling yards, antiaircraft batteries, and troops while 
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Allied forces fought to break out of the beachhead in France. Attacked 
transportation targets as Allied armies drove across France after the 
breakthrough at St Lo in Jul. Flew area patrols during the airborne attack on 
Holland in September. 

Escorted bombers to, and flew patrols over the battle area during the 
German counterattack in the Ardennes (Battle of the Bulge), Dec 1944-Jan 
1945. Provided area patrols during the assault across the Rhine in Mar 1945. 
Among all these varied activities, the outstanding feature of this group's combat 
record is the large number of enemy aircraft it destroyed in the air or on the 
ground during its one year of operations.  

 
Returned to the US in Oct. 1945 - Inactivated on 18 Oct 1945. 
Redesignated 107th Fighter Group.  
Allotted to Air National Guard (NY) on 24 May 1946.  
Extended federal recognition on 8 Dec 1948.  
Redesignated 107th Fighter-Interceptor Group in Sep 1952. 

SQUADRONS 
485th: 1942-1943. 
503d (formerly 482d): 1942-1945. 
504th (formerly 483d): 1942-1945. 
505th (formerly 484th): 1942-1945. 

STATIONS 
Hunter Field, Ga, 10 Aug 1942 
Drew Field, Fla, Feb 1943 
Walterboro AAFld, SC, Jul 1943 
Rice AAFld, Calif, Sep 1943-Mar 1944 
Fowlmere, England, 4 Apr 1944-Oct 1945 
Camp Kilmer, NJ, c. 16-18 Oct 1945. 

COMMANDERS 
2d Lt Harold Garret, c. 18 Aug 1942-unkn 
Lt Col Marvin S Zipp, Feb 1943 
Maj Harry L Galusha, 19 Feb 1943 
Col John B Henry Jr, Aug 1943 
Lt Col Harold W Scruggs, c. 1 Oct 1944 
Lt Col Carl T Goldenberg, 24 Dec 1944 
Col John B Henry Jr, 29 Dec 1944 
Lt Col William C Clark, 14 Apr 1945-unkn. 

CAMPAIGNS 
American Theater; Air Offensive, Europe;  
Normandy; Northern France;  
Rhineland; Ardennes-Alsace; 
 Central Europe. 

DECORATIONS 
Distinguished Unit Citation: Germany, 1-11 Sep 1944. 
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INSIGNE 

Shield: Per fess enhanced embattled light blue and azure (dark blue) 
fimbriated argent in sinister base a mailed fist proper grasping a lance bendwise 
or, enfiling a cockatrice proper (light green) armed, combed, wattled, and 
scaled or, all between two clouds of the third. Crest: A dexter hand proper, 
grasping a winged torch or, flamed proper, above a wreath of the colors, 
argent and arzure. Motto: Strength Through Alertness. (Approved 30 Jul 1954.) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  

503rd Fighter Squadron 

504th Fighter Squadron 505th Fighter Squadron 

 

339th Bombardment Group (Dive) 
Drew Field, Tampa, Florida

 

503rd Fighter Squadron
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503rd FIGHTER SQUADRON 

Lineage: -  Constituted 482d Bombardment Squadron (Dive) on 3 Aug 1942 
Activated: - on 10 Aug 1942. Redesignated: 503rd Fighter-Bomber Squadron on 
10 Aug 1943; 503d Fighter Squadron on 30 May 1944. Inactivated on 7 Nov. 1945.  
Redesignated: -136th Fighter Squadron, and allotted to ANG, on 24 May 1946. 
ASSIGNMENTS: - 339th Bombardment (later Fighter-Bomber; Fighter) Group. 10 
Aug 1942-18 Oct 1945. 
STATIONS: - Hunter Field, Ga, 10 Aug. 1942; Drew Field, Fla, 6 Feb 1943; Wal-
terboro AAFld, SC, 3 Jul 1943; Rice AAFld, Calif, 17 Sep 1943 to 9 Mar 1944: 
Fowlmere, England, 5 Apr 1944 to 7 Sep 1945 Drew Field, Fla, c. 20 Sep to 7 Nov. 
1945. 
AIRCRAFT: - A-24, 1942-1943; P-39.1943-1944; P-51, 1944-1945. 
OPERATIONS.: - Combat in ETO, 30 Apr 1944-21 Apr 1945. 
SERVICE STREAMERS: - American Theater. 
CAMPAIGNS: - Air Offensive, Europe, Normandy; Northern France; Rhine land; 
Ardennes-Alsace; Central Europe. 
Air Combat: - EAME Theater. 
DECORATIONS: - Distinguished Unit Citation: Germany, 10-11 Sep 1944. 
EMBLEM: - On an irregular shaped cloud, outlined blue over a lightning  flash 
yellow, outlined red, a Thunderbird red, outlined black, flying. (Approved 7 Aug 
1951.) 

504th FIGHTER SQUADRON 
LINEAGE: - Constituted 483d Bombardment Squadron (Dive) on 3 Aug 1942. 
Activated: - on 10 Aug 1942. Redesignated: 504th Fighter-Bomber Squadron on 
10 Aug 1943; 504th Fighter Squadron on 30 May 1944. Inactivated' on 7 Nov 
1945.  
Redesignated: - 137th Fighter Squadron, and allotted to ANG, on 24 May 1946 
ASSIGNMENTS: - 339th Bombardment (later Fighter-Bomber; Fighter) Group, 10 
Aug 1942-18 Oct 1945. 
STATIONS: - Hunter Field, Ga, 10 Aug 1942; Drew Field, Fla, 6 Feb 1943; Wal-
terboro AAFld, SC, 3 Jul 1943; Rice AAFld, Calif, 17 Sep 1943-9 Mar 1944; 
Fowlmere, England, 5' Apr 1944-8 Sep 1945; Drew Field, Fla, c. 22 Sep-7 Nov 1945. 
AIRCRAFT: - A-24, 1942-1943; P-39,1943-1944;P-51,1944-1945. 
OPERATIONS: - Combat in ETO, 30 Apr 1944-21 Apr 1945. . 
SERVICE STREAMERS: - American Theater. 

136 Fighter Squadron ANG 
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CAMPAIGNS: - Air Offensive, Europe; Normandy; Northern France; Rhineland; 
Ardennes-Alsace; Central Europe; Air Combat, EAME Theater. 
DECORATIONS: - Distinguished Unit Citation: Germany, 10-11 Sep 1944. 
EMBLEM: - None. 

505th FIGHTER SQUADRON 
LINEAGE: - Constituted 484th Bombardm:ent Squadron (Dive) on 3 Aug 1942. 
Activated: - on 10 Aug 1942.  
Redesignated: - 505th Fighter-Bomber Squadron on 10 Aug 1943; 505th Fighter 
Squadron on 30 May 1944. Inactivated on 17 Oct 1945. Redesignated 138th 
Fighter Squadron, and allotted to ANG, on 24 May 1946. 
ASSIGNMENTS: - 339th Bombardment (later Fighter-Bomber; Fighter) Group, 10 
Aug 1942-17 Oct 1945. 
STATIONS: - Hunter Field, Ga, 10 Aug 1942; Drew Field, Fla, 6 Feb 1943; Wal-
terboro AAFld, SC, 3 Jul 1943; Rice AAFld, Calif, 17 Sep 1943-9 Mar 1944; 
Fowlmere, England, 5 Apr 1944-8 Oct 1945; Camp Myles Standish, Mass, 110-17 
Oct 1945. 
AIRCRAFT: - A-24, 1942-1943; P-39, 1943-1944; P-51, 1944-1945. 
OPERATIONS: - Combat in ETO, 30 Apr 1944-21 Apr 1945. 
SERVICE STREAMERS. American Theater. 
CAMPAIGNS: - Air Offensive, Europe; Normandy; Northern France; Rhineand; 
Ardennes-Alsace; Central Europe; Air Combat, EAME Theater. 
DECORATIONS: - Distinguished Unit Citation: Germany, 10-11 Sep 1944. . 
EMBLEM: - None.  
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