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“There isn’t a day that goes by that I
don’t think about combat, what I could
have done or what I should have done .
. .”A quote from Larry Powell pilot
505th on the History Channel.

An Editorial
By Stephen C. Ananian
Pilot, 505

Battleship California burns at Pearl Harbor

Since the beginning of recorded
history man has fought wars. They
never are pretty. Carnage, rape,
slavery, the burning of cities and
homes, the barbaric treatment of men,
women and children that’s what war is

all about. Killing people and destroying things!
At war’s end, the victor takes the spoils! The enemies are oppressed, enslaved and
starved, countries are ravaged and territories acquired.
World War II was no different. It started the same way! The Japanese invaded
Manchuria. They burned, pillaged and destroyed Nanking, enslaving its people. Germany’s
invasion of Europe and Russia, the atrocities of the concentration camps, and the execution
of opposing forces, the pattern was the same.
American prisoners of war forced on death marches through the Philippine jungles.
Enduring tortures that only warped barbaric minds could conceive. You name it they did it! I
need not list all the atrocities, for we certainly had reason to hate our enemies.
Then it happened! We succeeded! We developed the Atom Bomb.
We had an ATOMIC BOMB!
Continued on next page
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We had the ability to wipe out all of mankind! Now it was our turn to seek vengeance!
Many veterans that survived these atrocities say, “We should have dropped Atom
Bombs and wiped every hated Japanese off the face of the Earth. We should have killed
every Nazi S.O.B. and destroyed all of Germany!”
Yes for what they did to us, we should have turned the island of Japan into a
radioactive cinder!
Why, we could have, and should have leveled all of Germany’s cities. We could have
enslaved all of them. Put them in concentration camps and perform medical experiments on
them as they had done to us! Oh what a great opportunity this was.
We should ‘a, we could ‘a, but we DIDN’T! We didn’t do any of these things! Instead
Under the Marshal plan we spent billions of dollars helping to build the German economy. We
spent billions more helping to rebuild Japanese Cities and industry. American taxpayers
helped to rebuild England, France, Italy, The Soviet Union and all of Europe. You see that is
what made World War II so unique! That is why the world remembers World War II. This
was the Start of the Nuclear age.
Instead of a Nuclear Holocaust, we brought Freedom and Liberty to our enemies.
Unlike other wars we did not conquer and destroy! We were able to turn around thousands of
years of historic practice! We brought ‘Democratic Governments’ and ‘Freedom’ to people
that was totally unfamiliar with these privileges. For the first time since recorded history,
man had become truly ‘Civilized.’ We refused to retaliate in kind. Instead America is
constantly there when the peoples of the world need us. When Berlin was ‘Blockaded’
American airmen flew around the clock to feed their former enemies. When there are
Earthquakes, Typhoons or Starvation throughout the world it’s America that is there to help.
Freedom is not free, nor is it easy. We fought for the right of our enemies to live next
door to us, and to live there in peace. We fought for his right to express his thoughts and
his beliefs even though it might be contrary to our own.
I hear people lamenting the fact that the World War II generation is dead or dying . .
That our ideals are no longer understood or pursued . . .
How wrong they are! We, the whole world, saw it on September eleventh! Just look at
those firefighters, the police and those emergency workers in New York City, rushing into
burning collapsing buildings and rescuing twenty to thirty thousand people. Knowing they were
giving their own lives so others might live.
That is what America is all about!
America is not only a country but it is a way of life! There will always be those that will
call for an end to the fighting. They will call for an end to the killing, maiming and destruction
that wars bring.
Man is Civilized, but he is not dumb! He cannot allow terrorists to kill his wife, his
children, and destroy his family! They will point to you and criticize you, while they lavish in
the luxury of the freedom and liberty that you and others, give your life for.
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The spirit of Liberty and Freedom still exists in this country!
We of the World War II generation turn to you now and pass on the ‘Torch of
Freedom’. Don’t be frightened. We know you can do it, for you are our children and
grandchildren. We taught you, just as our parents taught us.
Take it! Bring freedom to all of mankind, but remember always what you saw in New
York City!
Freedom is not free! Last September 3,000 people paid for it with their lives.
Take the torch!

Run with it!

Steve

The above Editorial is a portion of a speech given on Veteran’s Day 2001 to members of the Sevier Middle
School and WW II Veterans in Greenville, SC by your editor.

Charleston Ranked Among Top U.S. Travel Sites
Charleston, SC
2002 Reunion City
October 9th -13th
For the ninth Consecutive
year, readers of Condé Nast
Traveler
magazine
honored
Charleston as a TOP-10-travel
destination in North America.
The Charleston area boasted the
most mentions of any domestic
site. Get ready for another great
reunion from Wed. Oct. 9th to
Sunday the 13th. Complete
details in next issue!

Second Edition: History of the 339th Fighter Group
Edited by ‘Slick’ & Tom Penrose & members of the 339th Fighter Group

If you have not purchased the second printing of our 339th history,
do so now before you miss out. The first edition is sold out. Turner
Publishing informs me there are only a few of the second edition left!
Price is $50 including shipping.
Write to: 339th Fighter Group 2nd Ed., Turner Publishing Co., P.O. Box 3101,
Paducah, KY 42002-3101. Tell them you are a member of the 339th Fighter
Group and you are asking for the ‘Special Rate’.
Reunion 2002 - Charleston South Carolina - October 9th to 13th
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By Jim Starnes
Permanent Columnist
SOME SAD NEWS
While the December newsletter was being printed,
we lost 505th pilot Jay Marts, who was locally assisting
Larry Powell with reunion planning at Charleston.
The loss still bothers me, since Jay was my assistant
flight leader in 1945 and a good friend since our association
has been organized. Jay was my element leader on the 2nd
Mar 45 mission when my flight scored the only kills by the
505th that day. I was credited with one ME-109, Jay got
two ME-109s and our two wingmen, Harry Ziegler and John
Withers, shared credit for the other ME-109. Jay scored
both his kills with head-on passes, the only time I recall any
pilot shooting down two enemy planes in head-on attacks.
Jay was the 339th representative to the 8th AF Historical
Society and the Mighty Eighth Historical Museum in
Savannah until he resigned earlier in 2001 due to personal
problems. We will miss him and his contributions to our
association.

Jay Marts

EIGHTH AIR FORCE
In the last newsletter Steve Ananian printed an extract from the AF News, Sep 2001,
and my response to their editor. My reply indicated that Lt. W.W. Walley was no flight
surgeon and his article was pure fiction. The Editor did not respond to me directly, but here
is what he wrote in the 8th AF NEWS (Dec 2001):
“THE FIX
Jim Starnes, fighter Ace with the 339th FG, states that the 339th archives show no fighter pilot shooting
down five enemy aircraft and one probable on a single mission, as reported in Lt. Wally’s tale in
debriefing Sept 01 8th AF NEWS. Jim states that one pilot halfway through his tour did claim five shot
down but had no camera film to confirm it. He also forwards a fine copy of the December 1990 339th
FGA Newsletter which contains several interesting stories of pilots wounded in combat, and which will
be included in future issues of the 8th AF NEWS.”
I consider the above statement to be an inadequate response. Readers of the two
issues can conclude erroneously that Walley was-in-fact a flight surgeon that regularly
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assisted pilots from the cockpit and treated them, the only error being his statement that it
was the pilot’s first mission.
That is a crock of you-know-what but I do not plan to pursue the matter further with
the editor. He obviously preferred the fiction to the facts I presented him. The editor did
quote from Bert Conner’s 1990 banquet dinner speech in Orlando. When Bert (pilot 505th)
told of his encounter with a mule’s eyeball in his soup during his imprisonment in a German
prisoner of war hospital. At least we did get some extra fighter material in a basically
bomber-dominated newsletter.

Face of “Short Snorter”
Some of the signatures deciphered by Jim are:
James R. Hanson, George Hrico, Floyd P. Henegen, John
Holloway, Donald A. Larson, Edwin C. Ball, Joseph L.
Thury, Owen Farmer, Harold M. Everett, Bill Jones and
Chris Hanseman.

Back of “Short Snorter” reads: “HMS Sterling Castle
Atlantic Crossing March 1944 William Jaaskelainen.”
Signatures are: Stanley R. Berman, Pasquale C.
Bova, Fred R. Scroggin and Bill Mudge.

Last
summer
Bill
Jaaskelainen, Jr. sent me a
copy of the “short snorter”
dollar bill that his father had
his fellow 505th officers sign
on the “Sterling Castle”
voyage to England in March
1944. Bill wanted me to
identify all the signatures I
could for him, since he was
not certain who was around
at that time. I was able to
identify
quite
a
few
signatures, although many
others faded to a point of
being illegible even with a
magnifying glass. Most of
the names are of guys no
longer around, but we do
have as current members
Owen Farmer, Jim Hanson
and John Holloway. I am
sending Steve a duplicate
copy of what I returned to
Bill Jaaskelainen in case he
has room to print them for
your information. That is an
interesting piece of our
squadron history.

Jim

Reunion 2002 - Charleston South Carolina - October 9th to 13th
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A Profile of General William E. Bryan, Keynote Speaker in St. Louis
By Jim Starnes, Pilot 505th
William E. Bryan, Jr. was born in Flint, Michigan, on October
5th, 1921. On February 5th, 1943 he received his pilot’s wings. Bill, a
fighter instructor, joined the 339th, at Walterboro, South Carolina. It
was here that the 339th became a fighter-bomber group. Bill was
selected as a flight leader in the 503rd and moved with the group
to Rice Field and overseas to Fowlmere.
During his second combat tour he became 503rd
operations officer, flying a total of 114 combat missions. Bill was
credited with downing seven and a half German aircraft and
destroying two more on the ground. When the 339th was selected
for transfer to the Pacific Theater, Bryan became commander of
the 504th Fighter Squadron. Before our transfer, the atomic bombs
were dropped, Japan surrendered, and the group returned to
Major General
the states for inactivation.
William
E. Bryan, Jr.
During the Korean War Bill Bryan flew 121 combat missions
in the P-51 Mustang with the 18th Fighter Bomber Wing, many of
them as squadron commander. He also served in the war in Vietnam. ***
His later assignments included tours as Chief of Staff, Tactical Air Command;
Commander, Nineteenth Air Force; and Deputy for Operations, Allied Air Forces Central
Europe.
Bill’s decorations include the Distinguished Service Cross, three Distinguished Service
Medals, five Distinguished Flying Crosses, the Bronze Star Medal and twenty-four Air
Medals.
He retired as a Major General after thirty-two and one half years of distinguished
service in the U.S. Army and U.S. Air Force.
He is married to the lovely Ollie Bryan and has three daughters and one son (Willie
III), six grandchildren (including Willie IV) and two great grandchildren.
*** (After reading the write-ups in the last newsletter on his tour in Vietnam, Bill is
concerned that readers might think he flew a tour of combat missions like Herv Stockman
and a few others from our group. His assignment was in the combat zone, but his primary
job was on General Westmoreland’s staff at Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
{MAC-V.}
Bill did fly a few missions, courtesy of a friend who was wing commander in Thailand.
Bryan says the Vietcong rockets which fell in the headquarters compound had all of them
a bit shook up. Westmoreland had a number of Army Generals on his staff, but he
selected Air Force General Bill Bryan to be responsible for security of the compound. The
situation on the ground was sometimes more hazardous than flying a mission
Jim
Bill, we salute you for a job ‘well done’.)
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Our thanks to Joseph G. Farrell, pilot – 503rd, for this clipping From Air Force News,
December 29, 1971

.
Artist Art Brewster on bottom right says, “Of Course he had a Vietnam tour (a couple
of missions, not a tour.) – but First Class this time – Jet Fighters . . . ! !”
Art my friend, Mustangs are First Class! I’ll bet including WW II more jet propelled
aircraft were shot down by Mustangs than by other jets. Steve
Reunion 2002 - Charleston South Carolina - October 9th to 13th
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By S/Sgt. Tom Miller C/Chief 505th
May I thank all the members of the
Fighter Group and particularly the
th
505 FS for the magnificent camaraderie
that kept us all going at Fowlmere? What
an inspiration this fellowship has meant to
me and I hope to all of you. Gentlemen, I
thank you! The experiences I had and the
things I learned. I shall cherish always the
privilege of having served with you and for
my country. I frequently reflect back on the
dedication, the spirit, the fellowship and the
Tom Miller's 6N-C Pauline piloted by Lt.
camaraderie of the fellows in the group.
May I share my recollections with Col. Joseph L. Thury 505th Squadron CO
you? I remember the sense of trust and duty prepares for ‘take off’.
that was instilled in me. From you I learned
of a sense of trust in my fellow man. One also learned the importance of his faith in the
‘Almighty’ during those times at Fowlmere. What I learned with you serves me today and
carries me through the good and difficult times. I learned the pain of the loss of a
comrade at Fowlmere. That was my first real experience with how fate and circumstances
can snatch those whom we love so quickly. I learned the sense that we all must carry on,
to look ahead and not behind from those days. I also learned that we are not always in
control of our destiny.
Most of all I learned that friendship and love of our fellow man are often times born
in adversity and challenge. Those forged in such circumstances are lasting and strong. I
learned that at Fowlmere.
Gentlemen, I want to thank you for all that you taught me and for all the fine
memories.
Finally, I wish to tell you that the love of my life, my wife Helen passed away on
February 11, 2001. She was 89 years young. We were married 69 years. When I joined the
Army Air Force we had been married for 10 years. I was 32 at the time and Helen was 30.
For 4 years she waited, while I served my country. She kept the home fires burning with her
letters and remembrances, and gave me a reason to carry-on during the many lonely
days and nights. While her passing is a great sorrow to me, I carry on out of a sense of
respect and dignity for her memory, and my fellow man. This, I also learned at Fowlmere. I
cherish all those memories that brought us all together by chance and by design in the
service of our country.
I recently spent two months in hospital and rehabilitation, recovering from a broken
hip. Presently I am at Brighton Gardens in Rehab. I expect a full recovery and shortly,
getting back into the swing of things. I regret very much my inability to attend the reunion
in St. Louis. In any event, carry on in the spirit of the 339th,
God Bless you all! Tom
339th
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From Left to right, Roland E. Smith, Jr. (son), Nancy (his wife), Capt. Jeffrey
Smith, (grandson), Dorotha Smith (grandma), and of course Roland E. Smith
(grandpa and 504th pilot). They are in St. Louis enjoying their first reunion.

From Left to right, Mary Malarz, Isabel Ananian, Margie Guyton,
Gloria Olsen, Gloria Sams and Neva Cutri is sitting in front.
The Girls are having a great time talking baseball?

Reunion 2002 - Charleston South Carolina - October 9th to 13th
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Deceased
Jay Marts, 505 – Pilot, Jay died suddenly on Monday morning, November 19, 2001.
Honey Sylvester, Wife of Ken Sylvester of the 503rd. Honey, passed away peacefully in her
sleep on Thursday evening January 30, 2002.
Our condolences to the families on their loss . . .

. . . . the bells toll for thee . . .
JAY F. MARTS, pilot, patriot and friend
By Cecil Byrd, pilot 505th
He was a man full of life . . . an American patriot
possessed with a sense of duty . . . a soldier, undaunted
in his pride as a "Fighter Pilot." He carried it well. He was
one of the best of those of us who were proud to be
called ‘horse pilots’. Only a few could fly the P-51 the
way he did. He fit in well with his assignment as a
replacement pilot to the already vaunted 339th Fighter
Group. I met Jay when he joined the 505th Fighter
Squadron the 9th of August 1944.
It was not long before we could call him "friend."
This relationship lasted for 57 years until his sudden death
from a heart attack the 19th of November 2001. He
dreamed of flying at an early age and obtained a
Jay in the cockpit of a Budl
‘Pup'. The plane he soloed in at
private pilot's license as a teenager. He knew then what
age 14½ in (1936.)
he wanted to do, as WW II was in full rage. Jay entered
flight training with the Army Air Forces in 1943 as an
Aviation Cadet, and the United States Air Force became his greatest love. With his active
duty and reserve time as a pilot in the Air Force he retired as a Lt. Colonel.
Jay and his lovely wife Helen retired to the city of Charleston, S.C. a few years ago
and immediately became friends with the Charleston Air Force Base active duty troops . .
participating in many social events and other public relations activities.
Jay’s Doctor had told him he would live to a ripe old age and he was ready to help
set up the next reunion, if it was held in Charleston. A couple of days before his death,
Steve received a package of information from Jay including points of interest in
Charleston which could assist Larry in setting up the reunion for 2002.
I know where Jay is now . . . ascending into the star studded heavens, strapped in
his fighter plane, head always turning . . . eyes wide open and sparkling . . . slipping away
from the gravitational pull of the earth into the wild blue yonder . . . headed for those
CEC
pearly gates.
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Past President Fred Cox (ORD), sent me the following letter shortly after our
reunion: 12/28/01
Dear Steve,
I sure hated to miss St. Louis. It was because of Cleo’s health.
Last August she was diagnosed as having Alzheimer disease. Her condition got worse and her needs
were more than I could provide so she was admitted to a nursing home in Arlington, Texas. That was her
hometown when we married and all her family and friends are from that area.
Arlington is about 200 miles from Vernon so I don’t get to visit very often. I try to go every other
weekend. This Christmas I prepared an insert to our cards and sent them out to those we exchange our cards
with. She likes mail and I included her mailing address. Christmas Eve when I walked into her room all I
could see was Christmas Cards. There were dozens of them, all over the walls. Most were from 339th friends.
I was never so proud to see what that bunch of people did.
Since I gave out her mailing address we have had to move her to a new nursing home, one that only
treats Alzheimer cases.
Her new mailing address,
Cleo W. Cox,
Arden Courts Rm #55,
1501 NE Green Oaks Blvd.,
Arlington, TX 76006
Regards,
Fred

Why don’t we all make Cleo happy and send her a card? Steve
A VOICE FROM THE PAST

Jim Starnes wrote about 505th pilot Andy Sirochman in the September newsletter
(Vol. 21, Issue 3). He told of how Andy was rescued by members of the French underground
and protected until Allied Forces liberated him so that he could come back to rejoin the
339th in combat. On January 16th I received this E-mail from his saviors:

HELLO FROM FRANCE
EXCUSE ME I DON'T WRITE ENGLISH VERY WELL.
I WRITE THIS MESSAGE TO YOU BECAUSE I THINK MY FATHER DURING THE LAST WAR
IN FRANCE (1939 -1945) GAVE HELP TO MR ANDREW SIROCHMAN AFTER A CRASH OVER
A LITTLE VILLAGE IN THE NORTH OF FRANCE (NAMED AMETTES). CAN YOU HELP ME TO
MAKE CONTACT WITH MR SIROCHMAN. MY FATHER IS STILL ALIVE AND I KNOW HE
WOULD ENJOY HAVEING NEWS OF MR SIROCHMAN.
MY FATHER HELPED MR SIROCHMAN SURVIVE AFTER THE CRASH AND HELPED HIM
REJOIN ALLIED FORCES.
I HOPE TO LEARN HIS WHEREABOUTS FROM YOU.
THANK YOU.
JM LEJEUNE.
Reunion 2002 - Charleston South Carolina - October 9th to 13th
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I forwarded all the information to Andy and Jean-Marie Lejeune; they were elated to
hear from each other. Andy had tried to contact them the first time the group returned to
Fowlmere. He went on to France from Fowlmere in an attempt to locate his friends in the
underground but was unsuccessful.
Andy’s daughter, Judy, wrote me the following email:
My parents were thrilled to hear the news that Jean-Marie was attempting to locate them. I
will email him today. This method is so much faster than our regular "snail mail". I intend to send
you a copy with his responses.
Thank you so much for forwarding the information. It came at a time when my parents
needed a "lift".
Sincerely, Judy (Sirochman) Mey
From Martin Sheldrick in the UK: -

2/12/02

We have just been watching you and other 339ers on our TV. I guess it was the program shown in
the States some time ago. A fine tribute to the P-51 and the men who flew it.
Best wishes, Martin.
Also from the UK, a friend of the 339th writes: -

2/12/02

I have just watched a TV programme about the P51 Mustang that brought home just how much we
all owe the men of the USAAF, who risked, and all too often gave, their lives for a great cause.
It is only words I can offer you, words of thanks because without the sacrifices that were made then,
we, and our children would not be enjoying the freedom that you protected.
Like those turning points freedom, of Thermopylae, Marathon (and the RAF's Battle of Britain) what
you did will not be forgotten in all history.
God bless you and yours.
John Derbyshire,
(Nottingham, England)
From Michael George (our honored guest and owner of “Worry Bird”): -

Kathleen & Mike George

12/30/01

The bill (that would have destroyed WW II planes} was just
defeated last week, finally.
I love the pictures that everyone sent and keep them in a file marked
WW 2 pilots. When I get my home office built next spring I plan to display
these on the walls.
There are a couple of fun airplane experiences with my son Joseph.
When he was 2 years old we were visiting California and getting out of our
car when he looked up and said "Mustang" We could not hear or see
anything. Then suddenly, just as he said, off in the distance a P-51 flew by.
We were at an air show when he was 3 years old, Kathleen; my wife
was standing next to two 16-year-old girls. They asked anyone who might
be listening what the aircraft that was performing overhead was. Joseph
looked at them almost with disgust at their stupidity and said T-6. The two
girls looked at my wife and asked if he was right. Of course he was.
Continued on next page
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I also learned a good lesson on teaching my son how to fly.
We started with the most basic, shutting off the engines after taxiing up to the hanger. Then we
allowed him up in the front seat while in the air. Of course the first thing he did was to do just what I had
taught him, so he reached for both mixture controls to shut the engines off. Luckily I stopped him in time
before we had a double flameout. We let him sit up in the front on trips while the aircraft is on autopilot and
just like a good pilot he naturally looks left before turning left and right before turning right and back at the
rest of the family while laughing before rapidly moving the yoke back and fourth.
Once again thanks for having us at your reunion. Mike and Kathleen

(A fighter pilot in the making Mike and we thank you! S.C.A.)
Danny Morris writes us from the UK: -

12/1/01

Newsletter arrived yesterday and I can see that Jim Starnes has his dander up about that doctor’s
article and I can understand why.
We have a saying 'Wally by name, Wally by nature' this is kept for really silly and stupid people.
All the best,
Danny
PS Can’t I persuade you to send me a few more of your wartime stories? (I’ll try my best. Steve)
Our friend Pete Wood sends the following from the UK:

11/29/01

. . . your Newsletter arrived today - some good stuff. I really enjoy reading about it. . . . . . I've been
working with a couple of guys who are interested in the Army Air Force and WW II, so you might be
hearing from them soon - or through me.
If any of you (339ers) are over here in the future, you should let us know so that we can assist you to
get around, as a thank you for letting us have all these great Newsletters.
Can I make a request that you insert my e-mail address in your next issue?
azagil@ntlworld.com
Pete
(Of course Pete. Steve)
Regards,
And from Jim Hanson, (Pilot 505th) we hear: -

Hi another one of those “I wish I could have made it” notes.
It was physical this time – operations and walking problems.
I really missed my long awaited get together with my crew chief – Charles Leduc. Our plane flew
about 300 hours without a mechanical abort.
I was surprised to find that Chet Malarz got Duc after I left. I didn’t know that before.
Jim
Thanks for the good memories (Perhaps this year Charlie Leduc and Jim Hansen will get together at Charleston. Steve)
From Vito Claps, 505th crew chief: -

I enclose a check for $100 for dues & donation to the 339th Fighter Group.
A group of men I was so proud to meet, serve and work with during our youth.
God Bless them all and God Bless America, especially during a time when our service men and
women need support. They, who now pick up the mantel for freedom,.
Sincerely,
Vito Claps
Reunion 2002 - Charleston South Carolina - October 9th to 13th
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Lee ‘Dutch’ Eisenhart, (pilot 504th ) also writes: -

11/13/01

'Tis the season to express my thankfulness. Let me express a few of my personal reasons why I am
thankful for my association with the 339th family.
Thanks to all the work they exert to hold this family together.
I am extremely grateful for the numerous contacts by members of the 339th expressing their concern
at my misfortune and wishing me speedy recovery and return to their ranks.
This has touched me deeply. I wish you all and your families a truly thankful holiday season. Thanks
to all the 339th families.
Dutch
‘God Bless you all’

From Harry Howard, pilot 505th we hear: 11/28/01
Dear Steve
……. Maria and I enjoyed St. Louis very much, one of the best reunions yet! Loved being with you
and Larry Powell for dinner that first (Saturday) night. Glad we came early as we spent Sunday touring ‘The
Arch’ and the town. Weather was perfect, as was our hotel.
The picture on the front page of the newsletter was enough to make many of us ANGRY along with
Larry Powell! . . . . . We are looking forward to Charleston in 2002. . . . . . with 13 great little and big
grandkids (2 years to twenty-one years old) (8 girls – 5 boys!) we’ll have a busy December!
Very best regards to all. Harry & Maria

And last the following email:
I am trying to research 2nd Lt. Robert R. Knipper, of the 504th Fighter Squadron. There
were no e-mail addresses for anyone who was in the 504th listed. I am researching the vintage
home my husband and I just bought, which was built in 1920. All we know about the original owner
was that their last name was Knipper. There is no one in the phone book for our area, and when
we tried online the 339th came up! I am hoping to find an ancestor to speak with, or at least to
confirm that THIS Robert R. Knipper of Modesto, is one of the Knippers who once lived here. Our
address is 415 Magnolia Ave, Modesto CA. Can you be of any assistance?? It would be so very
much appreciated!
Sincerely, Adrienne McDonald

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR DUES THIS YEAR?
Remember only veterans of the group need pay dues. We do not wish to
encumber widows and family members of our deceased members with that
burden. Your $10 dues are tax-deductible donations and help pay for our
newsletter.
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By Ronald E. Miller
505 Armorer and former marine
Aloha
22 January 2002
. . . . Been meaning to let you know that Betty and I
were favorably impressed with the cover of the last
Newsletter. I have an idea it is sort of a collage that you
created in response to the 9/11 tragedy.
The wave of ‘patriotism’ outcropping that horrible
happening was impressive but I can’t resist wondering if
much of it is somewhat of a superficial commercial gimmick.
Taking advantage of an extremely emotional situation.
I remember quite well back there in the Marine
Corps we very seldom took a liberty in uniform, simply
because the military was so much disrespected . . . they
would even spit at us. Along came WW II and we overnight
became wondrous heroes. Let’s face it; the human species
can be very fickle. . . . The accompanying photo is one
hidden away in my odds-n-ends. I remember it being taken
and I remember the Quonset hut.
For the life-o-me, I don’t remember the reason for
the .50 caliber being there as firearms were a NO-NO in
areas of living quarters.
The title on the photo I sent home was “Ready for a
Ron Miller, prepares his
Kraut hunt!!” (A ‘take off’ of the familiar coon hunt.) I
hunting gear for a
suspect you have no need for the photo . . . so it can be put
'Fox Hunt'
to rest in the files.
There are days when antiquity gets my goat but today is a sort of transition to a
period of not feeling quite so grouchy.
Betty said she sometimes wakes up grouchy in the morning. Other times she lets me
sleep!
Often I remember your “blue skies” but I can’t recall the whole song. Seems, somehow,
it was one that Bing Crosby did quite often. (He had scars on both of his knees from a
machete when he worked on a survey crew.) Anyway, your “blue skies” was once a favorite of
mine.
If I don’t get to bed soon I’ll miss out on the ‘gray wet’ skies of an Oregon “sunrise.”
Aloha!
Ron
Hang loose, ole’ chap.
th
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Please make the following additions or changes to your new mailing list:
Change: -

Members
TRAVIS, ELMO ‘FLIP’, 505 - Brother of Pilot Laird,
1737 Goodville Road, Smicksburg, PA 16256,
MOORE, WILLIAM R., 505 – Pilot,
10 N. Maguire Ave. Apt 204, Tucson, AZ 85710, Doris
GOUSIE, MARGUERITE, 505 - Daughter of pilot,
112 Elena Street, Cranston, RI 02920
LOVELESS, PHILLIP M., 505 - Pilot,
P.O. BOX 343, Montrose, CO 81402, Ginny
EVANS, FRANK T., 505 - Pilot,
P.O. Box 141782, Gainesville, FL 32614
MEINEN, Mrs. CARMELA, 504 – Widow of John F. Motor Pool,
One Third Ave., Apt. 608, Honus Wagner Apts., Carnegie, PA 15106
CARROLL, EDWARD J., HQ - Communications Officer,
LAS/St John's 5T., 500 Wittenberg Way, Box 928, Mars, PA 16043
STEFFEN, Jr., CHARLES J., 503 – change to read Asst. Sqd. Inspect.

Add: WELLS, JAMES S., GRP - Son of Base Com. Cent. Chief,
215 Henrico Road, Front Royal, WV 22630
DAMATO, RICHARD, - Tamarac Travel Inc.,
108737 Piping Rock Circle, Orlando, FL 32817-2939
VINCENT, LACEY S., ORD -,
P.O. BOX 44, Onley, VA 23418

We thank the following members for their generous donations: $50 Frank Tropea, $20 Dennis B. Rawls, $35 Harry Howard, $10 Dr. William Anthony,
$35 Luther Francis, $25 Joseph G. Farrell, $20 Donald Olander, Sr., $100 Vito Claps,
$40 James L. Wells, Jr., $50 Philip M. Loveless, $30 David A. Mackenzie,
$30 Carroll W. Bennett, $25 Henry Pence, $25 John Withers, $15 Lee ‘Dutch’ Eisenhart,
$35 Richard G. Thieme, $30 Ginger Lowery, $20 Donald H. Quale, $30 Ronald E. Miller,
$20 Roland W. Smith, Sr., $25 James R. Starnes.
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By Stephen C. Ananian
Pilot, 505th
Many of us wonder what members of the group did after Fowlmere.
Ron Miller
Little by little the facts trickle out and reveal some pretty heroic tales.
Modest Bill Bryan will probably never talk to me again. Bill was our ‘Keynote’ speaker at
our St. Louis reunion. The Article on page six is from our Reunion Banquet Dinner menu. Jim
Starnes has written about our Bill in the past, but I felt it was unfortunate that only those
at St. Louis would enjoy the story of this great pilot.
Without a doubt, Bill Bryan (503rd) and Owen “Barney” Farmer (505th), have set the
record for the most combat hours in the P-51 Mustang.
As we write, plans are being developed for our Reunion in Charleston. Larry Powell with
the assistance of Chet and Mary Malarz and their team are busy formulating and finalizing
the plans. Set aside October ninth through October thirteenth on your calendar for our
Reunion. We are still looking for a volunteer to oversee our Hospitality room. There will be
complete, detailed reunion coverage in the next newsletter.
This issue contains a few of the many letters received since we last met. All are of
great interest and I wish we had more room so that you could enjoy reading them all.
Since WW II many of us have been asked to participate in community activities as
veterans. I have always felt embarrassed when asked to talk about the war and my part in it.
As a result I usually refused these requests. I did not want to be bothered. When we moved
here to South Carolina, my Daughter-in-law asked me to speak at a Veteran’s program being
conducted by our church. I declined, as usual.
Isabel, my wife, told me I was making a mistake. “Here you are complaining that there
is nothing being taught about WW II, and when you get a chance to teach them, you refuse!”
Isabel was right of course, so I accepted the invitation and spoke to the school children.
Since then, I have been invited by various organizations and I have acquiesced. The speech I
gave to the middle school here in Greenville is on the first page as an editorial. I thought it
might give some of you ideas when you are asked. Please feel free to copy any or all of it.
Memorial day is coming and some of us will be requested to take part. It is our duty to
accept the challenge of this ongoing fight for freedom.
Dick Demato is running a tour to Fowlmere for our members. Dick has run a tour for us
before and we were very pleased with the results, therefore we can recommend him to you.
Our friends back home in Fowlmere finally have had a chance to see the documentary
on the P-51 Mustang. It aired in England on the week of February 12th, and was met with
many positive comments.
Steve
Reunion 2002 - Charleston South Carolina - October 9th to 13th
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Editor’s - Secretary’s Annual Report
By Stephen C. Ananian, Secretary / Editor
Our Mailing list has been updated and is fairly accurate. Each issue shows roster
changes that our members have made. We have very few postal returns of the Newsletter,
so we must be doing something right.
This year, to save mailing expenses, we gave the latest rosters out at the Reunion to
the attendees. There are still a few copies available for members. Just drop me a line.
The list shows 306 members of the 339th FGA, of which approximately 230 are
veterans of Fowlmere. The total circulation of the newsletter is 381 copies, which are mailed
quarterly. Twenty-five of these are mailed overseas to “Friends of the 339th”, including
Australia, the Czech Republic, France, The Netherlands, Sweden and England.
It is our policy that only the ‘Veterans of Fowlmere’ pay Dues. Of the 230 dues paying
members, 179 members and friends paid dues and donated $3,675.00 to the Association last
year.
The Treasurer’s report shows expenses for secretary and newsletter as $3,000. This
includes the printing costs for the Newsletter as well as printing of 125 Nametags, List of
Attendees and the Schedule of Events for our Annual Reunion. Also included is postage and
stationary for approximately 200 mailings last year. These items do not include any telephone
charges.
We receive many inquiries about our group through the Internet, Tom Penrose, Jim
Sterling, (in Alaska) Tim Ferrell (our Web Master), and Peter Randall (in the UK). Some I
forward to Jim Starnes for his expertise, others I personally respond to.
Jim and I work very well together as a team. Two weeks before ‘Deadline’ Jim sends
me his column. I use that to set the theme and write the newsletter. Isabel proofreads it
and when I finally get her approval, I send the completed newsletter back to Jim for
corrections etc. to insure accuracy of content. He will call me and make corrections via the
phone and then it goes to press. After which, we mail it out.
Without Jim and Isabel (and the computer) I would be lost! So what’s new?
Half the cost of the Newsletter is postage. With this Anthrax scare we can be certain
the mailing costs will rise. The newsletter will continue as long as the funds hold out.
There are several solutions to the money problem. We can use smaller type thus less
sheets and lower mailing and printing. Or print smaller editions, and, or, fewer issues.
If our donations keep coming in we should be able to continue as we have been. Be
aware that I am constantly looking for solutions.
The 339th is in pretty good shape compared to some of the other outfits.
Keep the stories coming in and I’ll try not to let you down.
“Blue Skies”
Secretary, 339th Fighter Group Association
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339th FIGHTER GROUP ASSOCIATION

Treasurer’s Report for the year 2001
Balance 12/31/2000
$11,802.25
2 Refund Checks not cashed
+
72.00
Balance 12/31/2000
$11,874.25
EXPENSES
RECEIPTS
Donation
WW 11 Memorial
$1,000.00
Dues for year 2001
Florida – Dept. of State
+ 61.25
& Contributions
$ 3,675.00
Bank charge (Checks)
+17.00
Newsletter / Secretary / Reunion
(Part of reunion printing expenses: - Nametags, List of Attendees,
Schedule of events, Mailing Roster etc) + 3,000.00
Advance payment for year 2002
+ 1,500.00
Refund
Lucy Rosati –
+ 131.50
(1999 Reunion)
Administrative (President)
C. Steffen
+ 278.00
2001 Reunion Expenses
+ 2,595.35
Total
$8,583.10
$ 3,675.00
$ 11,874.25 Total 12/31/2000
+ 3,675.00 Receipts 2001 (Add)
$ 15,549.25 Total
- 8,583.10 Expenses (Subtract)
$ 6.966.15 Balance in Checking Account as of 12/31/2001
Signed

William R. Guyton

Treasurer

We are on the Internet!
The Village of Fowlmere Web site: - England, http://www.fowlmerevillage.com/
"Little Friends" 8th AF Web site: - England, Peter Randall http://www.pyker.dircon.co.uk
339th Web-Birds Web site: - Alaska, Jim Sterling http://www.web-birds.com/8th/339/339
339th Fighter Group Homepage, Tim Ferrell: - http://ourworld.cs.com/the339thftrgrp
My Email address is: - stephen_ananian@mindspring.com
339th Fighter Group Association Board of Directors

John B. Henry, Commander and HQ Director,
Gerald E. Graham, President - Enoch B. Stephenson, Vice President
Richard G. Thieme, Treasurer - Stephen C. Ananian, Secretary and Editor
Chester Malarz, James R. Starnes, Permanent Members - Lawrence J. Powell, Reunion Coordinator –
James A. Mankie, 8th AFHS Unit Coordinator - Warren L. Olsen, Ordnance director
Thomas G. Sams, 503rd Director – Gilbert G. Cohen, 504th Director - Robert F. Burns, 505th Director.
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339th Fighter Group Association, Inc.

US
POSTAGE

c/o S. C. Ananian
4 North Orchard Farms Ave.
Simpsonville, SC 29681-4866, USA

To:-

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

Mailing Address

here
 - - - -Clip
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - MAILING LIST UPDATE FORM - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Check your name and address on the mailing label. Make certain it is correct. If not, fill out
this form and mail to me at the address below. If you wish to pay dues you may also use this form.
Please accept my donation of $10 for my dues payment to the 339th FGA.
(All donations are ‘Tax Exempt’.)
Please add my name to the mailing list.

339th Fighter Group Association, Inc.
C/o S. C. Ananian
4 North Orchard Farms Ave.
Simpsonville, SC 29681-4866

NAME _____________________________________________________
First

Middle

Last

ADDRESS __________________________________________________
CITY _________________________ STATE _________ ZIP _________
Phone (if you wish) ________________________
Email __________________________________
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