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Fighter Group Association
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“The Lads from Fowlmere”
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Editor: Stephen C. Ananian

Pilot Chester Malarz, a native of Buffalo New York, named his aircraft “Bison Bull” in
honor of his ‘hometown’. He is seen here on the ‘hanger deck’ of the Yorktown. ‘Chet’
explains to 339th attendees and Navy crewmembers the finer points of ‘Buffalo-Wings’*
(See the bottom of page two.)

Governor Jim Hodges Welcomes WW II Fighter Group!
Read his ‘letter of welcome’ on page six!
Members of the 339th Fighter Group are holding their reunion this year at Charleston
South Carolina from October ninth through the thirteenth. Reunion chairman Larry Powell
reports all signs indicate a great turnout.Charleston is a perfect site for our annual gettogether. A true ’Southern City’ with it’s old homes, plantations
Continued on next page
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and it’s historic landmarks, we are certain to enjoy seeing the places that tell the story of
the fight for ‘States Rights’, Slavery and the Civil War. Those who wish, may visit the
plantations of the old South, the cotton and rice fields, Fort Sumter, the Citadel military
academy and of course ‘Patriot’s Point’ (Largest Navy Museum) with the aircraft carrier USS
Yorktown (CV-10). Moored next to this “Fighting Lady” is the USS Laffey (DD-724) a WW II
destroyer, the US Coast Guard Cutter Ingham (WHEC-35) and the diesel attack submarine
USS Clamagore (SS-343). The group will eat
lunch on board the carrier and walk it’s decks.
Charleston is noted for its seafood and
southern cuisine. ‘She-crab-soup’ is the
specialty of most eating establishments. The
women will be sure to look into the ‘sea-grass’
baskets and southern antiques.
Take the following three simple steps
and join us there!
1. Call the hotel and make your
reservations.

2.

Fill out reservation form and mail
with check to Richard Theime our
treasurer.

3.

Fill out unit reservation forms and
mail with check to appropriate unit
directors. See page 8 for all the
information! So just say One, Two,
Three and join us next month!

Steve

The Charleston Riverview Hotel

For our overseas friends, let me offer a word of explanation here. ‘Buffalo wings’ are deepfried chicken wings that are served as an appetizer. Fried wings are dipped in a hot sauce or
a blue cheese dip. Take it from me; they are out of this world! They became popular years
ago in Buffalo New York, thus they are called ‘Buffalo wings’. You are correct in your belief
that Buffalo do not have wings.
Steve
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The 58th Anniversary of D-Day!
By Jim Starnes, Permanent Columnist
During early June our British friend, John Harris, made a
motorcycle pilgrimage to the Normandy invasion beach areas and the
Normandy American Military Cemetery to commemorate the 58th
anniversary of ‘D-Day’.
Four members of the 339th are buried there.
On 6 Jun 02, ‘D-Day’, John placed a wreath on the
gravesites of each of the 339th pilots. These four
heroes are mentioned in our group history book,
although only one has a photo therein – and even that
is only an escape and evasion photo in civilian clothes.
Fortunately I have the Missing Aircrew Report on
each of them, so we need not sacrifice a bit more
recognition.
Lt. Arthur L. Lowery, 503rd (Clinton, TN),
was an original pilot who went overseas with us from
Rice Field, CA. His loss was
mentioned in a newsletter
last year after a relative
contacted our editor for
John and Laurina Harris shown
additional information (Vol.
here at our San Antonio reunion.
20, No. 4 on top of page 12).
The witness statement by Lt. Charles Shake reads in part: “On 22
June 44 at about 1215 hours I was flying Lt. Lowery’s ‘wing’ as ‘Red
Four’. As we went down to strafe a locomotive, I noticed a lot of wires
near the tracks. It is my opinion that Lt. Lowery hit some of those
wires and lines near the tracks. His airplane rolled slowly to the right
and struck the ground on the nose and right wing, exploding and
Arthur L. Lowery
burning instantly.”
Lt. Richard W. Montell, 504th (Alameda, CA), was a replacement pilot who arrived on
6 June 44 and was killed in action nine days later. The exact circumstances of his loss are
not known. The witness statement by Lt. Charles Hunter reads in part: “While escorting
bombers over France, they were attacked by enemy aircraft. Lt. Montell was number ‘Two’ in
the flight and I was number ‘Four’. We peeled off to chase one fighter and Lt. Montell was
lost from the formation. I did not see him again after the engagement. This action took place
at about 0725 hours on 15 June 44 near Verneuil, France.”
Jim Starnes is continued on next page
3Reunion 2002 - Charleston South Carolina - October 9th to 13th
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Lt. Lewis H. Schneider, 504 (Coraoplis, PA), was a replacement pilot assigned on 25
July 44 and was killed while strafing one week later in France. The witness statement by Lt.
Henry Thibert reads in part: “I was leading the squadron on 2 August 44 after Major Routt
had to ‘abort.’ We went down to the deck to strafe a locomotive. As we pulled up, Lt.
Schneider called and said he was hit. I saw his engine was smoking and called for him to bail
out. This was at approximately 2040 hours. He did not answer. I did not see him and called
again about a minute later. He did not answer. This was in the vicinity of Chauny, France.”
Major Michael G. H. McPharlin, Group (Hastings, MI), was
killed on D-Day, 6 June 44 while flying with the 4th Fighter Group.
He was officially our group deputy commander, although he did not
function as such. Mike joined the 339th at Walterboro, SC, and
was commander of the 505th at Rice Field, CA, until 15 Jan 44
when he moved up to group. He was a most unusual character and a
self-described ‘miss-fit’ in the 339th. Dr. Fred Scroggin (Flight
Surgeon) noted that Mike was on ‘sick call’ almost every morning
at Rice Field, although he just wanted to talk.
Before the war he was a medical student in Germany and
Maj. Michael McPharlin
spoke fluent German. When he joined the Royal Air Force in 1940,
they wanted him to be a medical officer, but he insisted on becoming a fighter pilot. In 1942
flying with No. 71 Eagle Squadron, Mike shared in several FW-190 kills and a probable JU-88
bomber. He knew the Germans were monitoring R.A.F. radio channels, so he would curse in
German and dare them to come up to fight their Spitfires. After the Eagle Squadrons were
transferred to become the 4th Fighter Group, he spent some time there before returning to
the states.
Major McPharlin then returned to England in Feb 44 as part of the advance echelon,
but spent time with some old Eagle squadron buddies at the 4th Fighter Group. He never flew
a mission with the 339th, Colonel Henry let him take his P-51, 6N-Z “Wee Ginny” to Debden
where he flew combat with the 334th Fighter Squadron led by his buddy from the Eagle
Squadron, Major Winslow Sobanski. He scored one and a half kills in May 44 flying with the
334th.
On ‘D-Day’, 6 June 44, he was flying as ‘White Three’ (element leader) in a flight led
by Sobanski. They were strafing in the 4th Fighter Group Area northeast of the Normandy
Beachhead when McPharlin called out that his engine was rough and he had to ‘abort’. Soon
thereafter White two called out “Watch those behind you, White leader!” Nothing further
was heard from White flight, and later all four pilots were reported as killed in action.
We offer special thanks to John Harris for honoring our four comrades buried at the
Normandy American Military Cemetery on the 58th anniversary of D-Day. Since John says he
is coming to our Charleston reunion, we can tell him so in person this fall.
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Another great reunion planned!
By Gerald E. Graham, president 339th FGA
Mary and I are looking forward to meeting with all of you next
month at Charleston. Larry Powell and his ‘Crew’ have planned
another fantastic reunion with two sightseeing tours and plenty of
time for socializing and relaxing. We will sit back and enjoy visiting
with our friends and buddies of yester-year and get a chance to
renew old and make new acquaintances.
The Governor of South Carolina has sent us his greetings and
welcomes us back to the state of our origin.
Charleston is a historic city of the south with many points of
interest. Many of the old homes and decorative gardens date back to the Civil War.
Those of us that are not able to travel to Fort Sumter, the ‘Dress Parade’ of Cadets
at the Citadel on Friday at 2:30pm will be well worth a visit. It may even remind some of us
of our lives as Aviation Cadets at Maxwell Field in the early forties.
We may have a tendency of putting things off till next year but that could be a
mistake at our age. If you have never been to a reunion or have not been to one lately
do not put it off any longer. Other 8th Air Force units are slowly disbanding. We on the
other hand, seem as strong as ever and are not even considering such an action. How
many more reunions we hold in the future will depend on membership attendance.
The good Lord willing we will see you next month.

Jerry

DECEASED
Marilyn Kuhlman, wife of 504th pilot Robert, passed away on 27 January ’02 after a long
illness with cancer.
Winifred Caldwell, wife of 504th pilot Merle ‘Bud’, passed away on 23 November ’01.
Thelma Cook Ashworth, wife of 505th supply officer Carl, passed away on 13 June ’02 after
a short illness.
Our condolences to all the families on their loss . . .

. . . . the bells toll for thee . . .
The Members of the 339th Fighter Group offer their condolences to
their British friends and ‘comrades-in-arms’ on the death of the Queen
Mother.
We ‘Yanks’ have fond memories of her heroic leadership during those
difficult days of WW II. Her visits to the airfields, the troops, the ‘bombed
out’ devastated homes in London personified the spirit of the people of
Britain. We wish our friends in Fowlmere and the United Kingdom to know
that we also mourn the passing of their courageous ruler.
5Reunion 2002 - Charleston South Carolina - October 9th to 13th
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The above letter from South Carolina’s Governor Jim Hodges welcomes the 339th
Fighter Group back to the state in which it was formed many years ago.
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8th Air Force Heritage Museum
By Charles Steffen, past president
For those of us driving to Charleston,
may I remind you of the proximity of the
Mighty Eighth Air Force Heritage Museum
and the recently dedicated, (on May 8th)
English style Chapel at the Museum in Pooler
(Savannah), Ga.
As you know the 339th FGA contributed
$3,000 to its construction and this is a
convenient opportunity for us to visit. You may
have seen the write-up and pictures in the
June issue of the Magazine of the Eighth Air
Force Historical Society.
While there introduce yourself to Mr.
C. J. Roberts, president and CEO of the
Museum. Charlie
Photo above of the 339th memorial at the 8th AF Heritage Museum, in front of the
newly dedicated ‘Memorial Chapel of The Fallen Eagles’. Past-president Charles
Steffen in front of the 339th Memorial Designed by Hervey S. Stockman, pilot (504).

We Are Two Weeks Early!
By Stephen C. Ananian, pilot
This issue will be mailed out before schedule in an attempt to give
those ‘undecided’ members time to get their reservations in for our
reunion (pages 9 & 10). Jim Starnes tells us of the pilgrimage of John
by Ron Miller
Harris on the 58th Anniversary of ‘D’-Day (see page 3). Charlie Steffen
rd
(503 ) sends us a great idea (above) for our reunion-bound members. We
have another true story by the 339th’s Earnest Hemingway, ‘Ex-Marine’ and 505th Armorer
Ronald E. Miller. Included also is another one of his pencil sketches from those great days at
Fowlmere.
Do not forget to bring your ‘Combat Films’ with you for Bill Jaaskelainen to add to our
‘Data Base’ of films ( story on page 10). I neglected to mention in the last issue that all our
past presidents are invited to join in on our business meeting scheduled for Saturday morning
in Charleston! SCA
7Reunion 2002 - Charleston South Carolina - October 9th to 13th
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“Mr. Hitler, that dirty little man!”
By Stephen C. Ananian
Let’s face it I am an anglophile! I love the ‘Mother
Country’, ‘fish ‘n chips’, scones, ‘bangers ‘n mashed’; I love
‘Yorkshire pudding ‘n beef tips’, ‘shepherd’s pie’ and ‘half ‘n half’.
I love ‘English gardens’, ‘thatched roofs’, ‘pubs’ and the
English accent. I love the way they spell programme, colour and
chequers. I enjoy the tales of the ‘knights of old‘, King Arthur
and the ‘round table’.
Above all the English language is my favorite. The English
language and, the beer!
And, of course, there’s Winston Churchill.
For the past fifty-seven years I have heard many attempts to describe Adolph Hitler.
Satan! Madman! Pure Evil! - - - and so on, but none have done it better than prime minister
Winston Churchill.
Churchill said of Adolph, “Mr. Hitler,” you will note he did not call him President Hitler,
nor ‘the leader’ or even ‘Adolph’. No, he would not elevate him to even a political position, yet
he called him Mister, not out of respect for Hitler, but to reflect Churchill’s own upbringing.
Churchill said, “Mr. Hitler, that dir-ty lit-tle man!” Speaking each syllable of ‘dirty
little’ so slowly and distinctly (enhanced by his slight stutter).
“Mr. Hitler that dirty little man!” That says it all! A perfect description!
The British even use their language to fight wars!
The Germans invented ‘V’ (Vengeance) weapons to bring terror into the heart of the
British people. The “V-one” or “Buzz Bomb” as we called it, was a weapon of ‘terror’ (this was
the forerunner to today’s ‘Cruise-Missile’). It had no accuracy so it could not be called a
military weapon. It was used primarily to demoralize the civilian population. It is estimated
that in a two-month period, 12,000 civilians were killed by the ‘V-I’, yet it didn’t demoralize
the population. It only served to unite them even more!
I’ll never forget this one day in particular; I was enjoying my usual beer at a Pub in
Royston when a ‘Buzz Bomb’ flew overhead. The engine cut out - then started again as they
were programmed to do. The young lady behind the bar saw my concern and she leaned over
consolingly and said, “Don’t worry Yank! It’s only a Doodlebug!”
That was it!
The British, with that one word in the language, had relegated this weapon of terror to
that of a garden insect. A Pest, a Nuisance! A Doodlebug!

How I love it!
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Deadline for hotel reservations is Sept. 19th! Call now and make your reservations. Fill
out and mail in your reunion reservation form (page 10) with a check to our treasurer. If you
wish to dine with your unit, see below & page 10 for details, fill out and mail in the
appropriate forms with a check to your unit director.
Make your reservations at The Charleston Riverview Hotel, 170 Lockwood Blvd,
Charleston, South Carolina 29403. For hotel reservations call toll free 1-800-968-3569 or
locally 1-843-723-3000, Fax: 1-843-723-0276
Those of you who are driving by car, Take I-26 East into Charleston to exit 221A
toward King Street/Savannah. Merge onto US-17 south for 1.1 miles and turn Left (east)
onto Lockwood Drive for .64 miles. Parking is plentiful and free!
For transportation from and to the airport, we recommend you call in advance and make
reservations with the Absolute Charleston Limo/Taxi service for the best rates, call 1-843571-7554. His rate for the group is $10 each person one-way. Ask for a cheaper round trip
rate. Mobile number is 1-843-814-7315. Larry’s Crew

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Unit Dinners

September Issue

Please print your Name
First __________________Last ___________________ Unit ______ Number attending ______
Number

 503rd
504th,

HQ,

Amount

________

@ $22.00 each ________

ORD ________

@ $35.00 each ________

 505th

@ $40.00 each ________
Mail this coupon (or photo copy) with checks to the appropriate unit directors listed
on page 10.
________

Reunion forms are continued on page 10

We are on the Internet!
The Village of Fowlmere Web site: - England, http://www.fowlmerevillage.com/
"Little Friends" 8th AF Web site: - England, Peter Randall http://www.pyker.dircon.co.uk
339th Web-Birds Web site: - Alaska, Jim Sterling http://www.web-birds.com/8th/339/339
339th Fighter Group Homepage, Tim Ferrell: - http://ourworld.cs.com/the339thftrgrp
My Email address is: - stephen_ananian@mindspring.com

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR DUES THIS YEAR?

Remember only veterans of the group need pay the tax deductible $10 dues.
9Reunion 2002 - Charleston South Carolina - October 9th to 13th
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The 339 Reunion Registration Form

Please fill in your Name
First __________________ Last _______________________ Unit ______ Number attending ______
Print additional guest names on back.
Registration Fee
Charleston City Tour
USS Yorktown, Patriot’s Point with Lunch
then Boat ride to Fort Sumter

Number

Amount

$15.00 each ________
$30.00 each ________

________
________

$46.00 each ________

________

Saturday evening banquet dinner
Seafood (Stuffed Flounder)

$40.00 each ________

________

Beef (Fillet Mignon)

$45.00 each ________

________

Breast of Chicken

$35.00 each ________

________

Farewell breakfast
September Issue

$20.00 each ________
TOTAL

________
________

-----------------------------------------------------Make checks payable to the 339th Fighter Group Association mail with above form to:
Richard G. Thieme, Treasurer,
2732 South 7th Street, Sheboygan, WI 53081-6802

503rd Unit Dinner
The 503rd Unit dinner is scheduled for 6 PM, Thursday, October 10th, 2002 at
Hymans Seafood Restaurant. Price is $22 per person. Please send your check, with the
form on page 9 not later than September 1, 2002 made payable to: Thomas G. Sams, 503rd Director, PO Box 8080, Horseshoe Bay, TX 78657,
Phone: (830) 598-6279 : - Email: tgsams@tstar.net

504th, HQ & ORD Unit Dinners
The 504th Unit Dinner will be held on Thursday October 10th, at the ‘Tbonz Gill & Grill’.
Price is $35 per person. This amount covers transport to and from the hotel. Entrée choices
are Petit Filet, Grilled Salmon or Grilled Chicken Breast. The 504th invites Ordnance and
Headquarters personnel to join our Commanding Officer in attending their unit dinner. Fill
out the form on page 9 and send with check made payable to: Gilbert G. Cohen, 504th Director, 9110 Grinnell St., Indianapolis, IN 46268-1231

505th Unit Dinner
The 505th Unit dinner will be held at the hotel at 7:00pm on Friday Oct. 11th. Price is $40
per person with a possible rebate. Entrée is Fresh garden salad with mixed baby greens.
Beef Medallions & Broiled Shrimp, oven roasted potatoes, snow peas with Julienne red
peppers, iced tea, coffee, dessert, etc. Fill out the form on page 9 for unit dinners and
mail with check made payable to: Robert F. Burns, 505th Director, P.O. Box 91, Oden, MI 49764
Page 10
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A close encounter of the worst kind!
By Ronald Edker Miller, armorer
There were times; just before ‘Pay Day’, when funds were low and I
had little money to do anything in particular with. Days when I was ‘off
base’, I enjoyed roaming about the English countryside on my ‘GI’ issued British bicycle (it
was definitely not a ten-speed version).
To the north and east and a bit of a distance from
Fowlmere were clusters of hills. One afternoon while walking
the bike up the hill along the road to the top (no low gears,
remember?) I heard the all too familiar Putt-Putt-Putt of a
‘Doodlebug’ (always thought they sounded like an old Ford
‘Tin Lizzy’.)
I looked around to see where it was and “Holy Cow,” it was damn near on top of me!
Dropping the bike, I dove to the ground and flattened myself just as it “WHOOSHED” right
over me. It came so close that I could feel the heat from the exhaust flame. It had just
missed exploding on top of the hill and me with it! I watched as the ‘Buzz Bomb’ kept on going
till it was out of sight, even then I was shaking in my boots. Those kinds of ‘close calls’ are
just not my ‘cup of tea’.
A few moments
later, I slowly rose,
mounted my bike and
rode on – still cussing a
‘blue streak’.
The ‘Doodlebug’,
was not a sophisticated
‘flying bomb’ by today’s
standards – very clumsy
to control and quite
inaccurate as far as its
guidance to the target,
but it was definitely a
nuisance, especially if
you happened to be in
line with its trajectory.
Ron
Just ask me!
"Thumbs Up" after the Test Hop! A pencil sketch by Ron Miller
11Reunion 2002 - Charleston South Carolina - October 9th to 13th
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Help preserve them for posterity.
I am enclosing this letter that I received from Bill Jaaskelainen, Jr. Bill has preserved
many of the combat films of our group on Videotape. These are accessed from Tim
Ferrell’s Internet site for the 339th FGA. Bill receives requests from around the world for
copies of these ‘Gun Camera’ tapes by family members, researchers and the media. He
supplies copies of these tapes and is one of the many key individuals in the dissemination
of information about our group. We owe him so much! If you have any combat films that
you can add to our database please contact Bill or bring them to the reunion in
Charleston. It is important that history is recorded accurately. SCA
Bill writes: “Attached is the fifth or sixth request I've
received from people who have found the Combat
Film Data Base on the 339th Website. Two or three
have been researchers, mostly Frenchmen, but the
attached is the third or fourth request I've gotten
from sons or daughters of 339th members -- the ones
I'm sure of are named Steiger, Nancy Marvel Roach,
who's Dad (pilot Tom Marvel) I’m sure you knew, and
now, Richard Clark. And this is a good thing!! The
more people we can put in contact with the Group
the stronger the organization will become.
Anyway, I think it is very helpful to have the
pilot's names in searchable text, so I would like to be
able to expand the amount of data we have out
there by cataloging more combat film, ("Hero
Tapes" as Larry Powell calls them). Since many of
the members are not on E-mail, do you think you
could put something in the next newsletter asking
people to either send me their video or film or to
bring them to the next reunion?? I could bring my
dual deck recorder to South Carolina and make
copies of their videos there while they wait, or if they
can mail it to me. I'll make a copy and return the
I asked Bill for a photo and
original in less than a week.
this is what I got! Bill, Jr. is seen
I cannot copy 16MM film at the reunion -- I'd
here, when a mere child in the
have to receive that at home and send it out.
laps of mother and dad, 505th
pilot Bill Jaaskelainen.
Thanks.” Bll J.
339th Fighter Group Homepage, Tim Ferrell: - http://ourworld.cs.com/the339thftrgrp

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR DUES THIS YEAR?

Remember only veterans of the group need pay the tax deductible $10 dues.
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At our Reunion, the ‘Keynote Speaker’ and Ex POW Harry Howard will tell us
of his experiences as a prisoner of war. He writes: 6/28/02
Maria and I are looking forward to October in Charleston. I just mailed the
Registration etc. and thank Larry, Chet and Mary Malarz for making the plans for a great
reunion.
I’m hoping to make my banquet speech short and entertaining. Bert Conner will
sure be a part of my talk.
I am proud of the fact that our flight under his leadership helped destroy 11 enemy
aircraft on the ground to help make the 339th the NUMBER ONE GROUP in Enemy Aircraft
destroyed on the ground of all the fighter groups in England!
Maria and I both look forward to another great reunion.
‘blue skies’
Maria and Harry Howard

I am looking forward to hearing your great story! Sca

Ralph, “Tommy” Thompson wrote me the following: -

6/14/02

Dear Steve,
Sorry we won’t be attending the 339th reunion in Charleston. It promises to be a fun
gathering, as all of them were. I’m recovering from a tassel with lymphoma. The
chemotherapy and radiation left me a little weak and unable to travel. Then, to
complicate matters, I am battling osteoporosis, which has affected five vertebrae in my
lower back. I hope to recover in time for the next ‘339th bash’.
As you can see, we have moved to an assisted care facility while I’m undergoing
treatment.
Please extend my greetings and best wishes to the gang.
Sincerely,
Ralph ‘Tommy’ Thompson

Ralph, we will miss you both and we pray for your recovery. Sca

Bill Raines of the 505th writes: -

27 May 02

As always, your perceptive editorial was excellent reading. In fact I read it three
times to get the full import of your message. With all the turmoil today in the world, you
begin to wonder if we are destined for continuous warfare and terrorism. God help us all!
But for the present we look to a great reunion in Charleston. Teddy and I look
forward to this event after missing the past two due to complications of the stroke. I talked
by phone this week to ‘Dutch Eisenhart who is recovering from his ‘heart attack’, but plans
to go to the reunion - - The Mail Bag is continued on next page
Best regards Bill Raines
13Reunion 2002 - Charleston South Carolina - October 9th to 13th
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I received the following E-Mail from a grandnephew of a 504th pilot: -

- - - My great uncle, Myer Winkelman was a member of the
339th Fighter Group (504th Fighter Squadron) before he was KIA on
August 13, 1944. I would love to get more info about the 339th
Fighter Group Association. How do I hook up with you all? I would
appreciate any help you could give me with this. Thanks so much in
advance! I am very glad to find you on the web!
Yours truly, David P. Caddell

I have replied to David and he is on our Roster and
mailing list. Those of you who wish to contact him please note
his address on the roster changes in this issue. Sca
On August 13th ’44 the 339th flew bombing and strafing

attacks north of Paris. Most aircraft carried two 250-Lb. Bombs.
Marshalling yards at St. Quentin, Fonguenias, Beauvais and St. Omer
were attacked with good results, but this action cost the Group two
pilots and damage to two additional aircraft.
2nd Lt. Myer R. Winkelman (504), was last seen starting a bombing run at Fonguenias,
probably lost to AA fire, was listed ‘Killed In Action’. The Missing Air Crew Report by Major
Bill Routt states, “ - - - Lt. Winkelman was flying my ‘Wing’ on a dive bombing mission. He was
in formation with me when I started my dive with 4 to 5 second delay fuses on the bombs. --When I pulled out Lt. Winkelman was not with me. Lt. Hunter my ‘Element leader’ later said
he thought he saw silver parts flying through the air over the bomb bursts. Lt. Winkelman
was last seen at 1830 in the vicinity of Feuquieres, France.”
The second pilot lost that day was Lt. Andrew Sirochman (505). He was strafing a
train when it exploded under him, his aircraft was badly damaged, forced to parachute and
was liberated by the French Underground, later returned to Group, (see Jim Starnes article
in the last issue for further details).
Lt. Myer R.
Winkelman

The daughter of “Bud” Caldwell 504th writes the following: Dear Steve,
My father, Merle F. ‘Bud’ Caldwell (504th pilot)
resides in an assisted living facility in St. Petersburg, Florida.
His wife Winifred passed away on November 23rd.
He would like to say ‘hello’ to all his friends of the
th
504 .
He has his room decorated with the picture I am
enclosing along with his medals, many pictures and a
large wall hanging with the Air Force Logo.
He gets very nostalgic when talking about his
Page 14
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friends and experiences flying with the 504th and will never forget the days he flew among
heroes.
May God bless you all!
Sincerely, Robin Wilfong & my Dad, “The Yankee Kid.”

Please see ‘Roster Changes’ for Bud’s address. Sca
Another E-Mail from Bill Jaaskelainen: -

7/03/02
The August 2002 issue of Flight Journal contains an article on famous test pilot, War
bird Restorer, and Reno Racer Steve Hinton. In the article, Steve describes a tough
landing made while filming a movie. He credits "the assistant director, a former WWII 339th
fighter pilot named Larry Powell (505th),” with guiding him to a perfect touchdown in foul
weather. Bill J.
During the filming of the picture “Bah,
Bah Black Sheep,” 339th pilot Larry Powell was
one of the directors. Steve Hinton was landing
in a P-38 in a severe rainsquall and could not see
through the windscreen to land. Our hero Larry
talked him in via radio and saved Steve, the
plane and the picture!
That’s our Larry! What a guy! SCA
Photo at left is the ‘Red Baron’ a converted P51B with two 3-bladed counter-rotating props and a
Rolls Royce Griffon engine. Steve is shown here
winning the Air Race in 1979 at the Mojave Desert.
Hinton streaked to a new world speed record of
499.083 mph in the RB-51 (Red Baron-51) at Tonopah, Nevada.

Mike George (owner of P-51, D7-J “Worry Bird”) writes: -

06/17/02

- - - there are two upcoming P-51 publications one a special magazine from Flight
Journal and another a book from John Dibbs. I will let you know when they come out. In
the mean time I will practice those carrier landings.
My Corsair and I are on the July/August cover of Flight Journal. Mike

We look forward to seeing those pictures.
Earl Gertz HQ sends the following message: -

7/15/02

Hi gang,
A short note to let you know as you can see, that my Katie has my computer
working again.
I'm going back for another knee operation on Wednesday morning on the 17, I am
hoping for a new knee (but I won't be disappointed if I don't). It has been a long haul
(over 100 days) without a knee joint. A wheelchair
and walker aren't too speedy.
The Mail Bag continues on the next page
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Judy takes really good care of me. I wouldn't know what to do with out her.
I hope this finds all of you enjoying the summer. EARL

Get well soon Earl. Hope you can make Charleston. Sca

The following sad news comes from our long time friend and reunion attendee
Eugene Kaniewski, Armorer (504): 6/20/02
- - - Sorry to say that due to health we will no longer be able to make the reunions. – but
look forward to the newsletter to keep up with all the reunions –
Have a good time in Charleston.
Eugene & Lois Kaniewski

We pray for you both. You will be missed! Sca
A note from Dave MacKenzie, pilot (503rd) and former POW: -

7/25/02
We have just returned from a trip to England & Scotland. The main reason for going
was to see Fowlmere again, and take in the Duxford Air Show.
While in Cambridge, my wife Joyce, remembered reading in the Newsletter what a
help Martin Sheldrick has been to our Group, so she called him to find out how to get to
Fowlmere. Without hesitation Martin offered to come in and take us out. Since there were
five of us, he had to have his son come too. It was great to see the old field again, (I
wonder if that bump just before getting airborne is still there?) and to see that it is still
being used. Martin spent at least four hours showing us around. He is certainly a good
friend.
There was an air show going on at Duxford so we took that in. Of course the 51s
stole the show. I can remember our having to land at Duxford, I don’t know why, but we
closed our air scoops so they wouldn’t get plugged up. (The field was a little muddy.) Of
course the next day some of us forgot to put our scoops back on ‘auto’. Luck being with
me, Fowlmere was just next-door. My coolant just started to pop as we landed.
I am still quite infirmed, but I get around with effort.
Hope to make a reunion sometime. Dave

Dave was shot down by friendly fire (A B-17 gunner) while engaged in a dogfight
with an ME-109! sca

Make the following additions or changes to your new mailing list Change: MEMBERS: BUNDGAARD, CHRIS, 505 - Nephew of Pilot,
News 2, WKRN, 441 Murfreesboro Road, Nashville, TN 37210
BOVA, Mrs. ELSIE, 505 - Widow of Eng. Off.,
Updates are continued on the next page
5 PENNY PINES, IRVINE, CA 92604-2824
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THOMPSON, RALPH P., 504 - Pilot,
815 WOOD SOREL Drive # 243, PETALUMA, CA 94954-6857
GIVEANS, ISADORE J., 503 - Armorer,
6135 GIVEANS BEND, PEARLINGTON MS 39572
FARMER, OWEN P., 505 - Pilot,
4274 CALINDA LANE Apt 255, NICEVILLE, FL 32578-4555
CALDWELL, MERLE F., 504 - Pilot, (address of daughter)
12137 WILD ACRES Road, LARGO, FL 33773-2840

Or you may contact him at ‘Assisted Living’,

9797 Bay Pines Blvd., Rm. 209,
St. Petersburg, FL 33744
BROWN, DAVID D., Friend of 339th FG,
13 Hollington Crescent, Point Cook 3030, VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA
MILLER, RONALD E., 505 – Armorer,
2950 S.W. SUNSET Blvd., PORTLAND, OR 97239,
ADD: CADDELL, DAVID, 504 – Grandnephew of pilot Myer R. Winkelman KIA,
1328 VANDALIA Ave., BREMERTON, WA 98310
HUBBELL, WILLIAM R., 503 - Pilot,
217 PALOS VERDES DRIVE West, PALOS VERDES ESTATES, CA 90274
KRAUSS, WILLIAM H., 505 - Pilot,
2087 HORNES LAKE Road, WILLIAMSBURG, VA 23185, Elrie
MURPHY, JEROME T., 505 - Pilot,
450 W. DOWNER, AURORA, IL 60506
DELETE: BECKMAN, DONALD G., 505 - Engineering Flight Chief
BRIGNOLA, JAMES J., 505 - Crew Chief

We thank the following members for their generous donations: $35 Robert M. Kuhlman, $25 William J. Raines, $55 Dennis B. Rawls, Jr., $20 Warren L. Olsen,
$30 Frank D. Guernsey, $110 Duane S. Larson, $25 Walter ‘Nip’ Carter, $50 H. J. ‘Hal’
Meyer, $20 Con Hatfield, $100 Frank Tropea, $50 Clarence I. Ferrell, $20 Leo H. Becker,
$100 Henry J. Tirabasso, $50 Harry Wade, $100 James A. Mankie, $40 Donald H. Quale,
$20 Ralph P. Thompson, $25 Richard Krauss, $25 Eugene Kaniewski, $20 Harry Rosenberg,
$50 William Hubbell, $25 John Withers, $20 Weldon ‘Red’ Miller, $40 Lee ‘Dutch’ Eisenhart,
$95 Edward Purzycki, $100 Jerome T. Murphy, $250 Francis R. Gerard, $50 Carroll W.
Bennett, $50 Robert J. Frisch, $55 David A. Mackenzie.

Newsletter circulation: - USA 361, Overseas 29, total distribution of 390
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339th Fighter Group Association, Inc.

US
POSTAGE

c/o Stephen C. Ananian
4 North Orchard Farms Avenue
Simpsonville, SC 29681-4866, USA

To:-

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Mailing Address

here
 - - - -Clip
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - MAILING LIST UPDATE FORM - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Check your name and address on the mailing label. Make certain it is correct. If not, fill out
this form and mail to me at the address below. If you wish to pay dues you may also use this form.
Please accept my donation of $10 for my dues payment to the 339th FGA.
(All donations are ‘Tax Exempt’.)
Please add my name to the mailing list.

339th Fighter Group Association, Inc.
C/o S. C. Ananian
4 North Orchard Farms Ave.
Simpsonville, SC 29681-4866

NAME _____________________________________________________
First

Middle

Last

ADDRESS __________________________________________________
CITY _________________________ STATE _________ ZIP _________
Phone (if you wish) ________________________
Email __________________________________
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