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Editor: Stephen C. Ananian

The above drawing by political cartoonist Chuck Ayers of the Akron Beacon Journal dated March 2,
1979 appeared on the front page of the newspaper on the day Shorty died. It shows Shorty's motorcycle
parked in front of Akron/Fulton Municipal Airport. Shorty's helmet is on the seat and the name “Shorty”
appears on the side of the bike and the flag flies at half-staff.

“SOMETHING FOR THE TROOPS - - - “
A true story about Maj. Baine E. Fulton, 339th Food Director as told to your editor by our CO
John Henry, our Commanding Officer and I were in the hospitality room at our reunion
in Charleston. We were inhaling the elixir of a few ‘adult beverages’, bending our elbows and
discussing events and friends of years gone by. In the course of our conversation,
Green Hornet next page
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I happened to ask John, “How come, General Jimmy Doolittle, the head of the Eighth Air
Force, was always visiting us at Fowlmere?” This question brought forth a curious smile from
our beloved leader and the
following story - - One day an Army Air Force
Major appeared in our CO’s office.
Col. Henry had received word that
the ‘top brass’ would appreciate
any assistance given this officer.
His name was Baine E. Fulton, also
known as Shorty. “As I recall,”
said John, “He was no youngster,
about fifty. Small in stature (thus
the name Shorty) but well built,”
The Major’s record was quite
unusual. Born January 5th 1892, he
took his first airplane ride in a
Don't know the date this photo was taken or the “Curtiss Pusher” in 1911, and got
his pilot’s license in 1927. He made
people, but you can not miss Shorty in the middle.
his first parachute jump in 1932.
Our CO was awed by his accomplishments and he told him so, “Major your record is
quite impressive but I don’t quite know what I could do with you
in a Fighter Group?” The Major smiled and said, “Just assign me
to solve your worst problem, anything that I can do for the
troops, that’s all I want.” Col. Henry immediately responded, “In
that case, you are our new Food Director!”
The story unfolds, a few days later Shorty came to John
and asked for a truck to go to London for some equipment. The
Colonel told him to just go to the motor pool and get what he
needed. After awhile, the Major returned with a truckload of
equipment including an ice-cream making machine!
An ice cream machine? Wait a minute! This WAS wartime!
The lowest priority in war would be ice cream. There was
probably a very few places in the British Isles that could even
Major B. “Shorty” Fulton
make ice cream and one of them was now at Fowlmere! At the GI
kitchen of Station F 378, you now were served homemade ice cream! I wonder what ‘Ike’
would have to say about that?
But back to our story - - The food situation almost instantly improved. A few weeks later the Major came to our
beloved chief and asked him if he could have a personal transport. John, pleased with his
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performance told him to go down to the motor pool and pick up a Jeep. The Major smiled
sheepishly and said, “That isn’t exactly what I had in mind, I was thinking of a motorcycle.”
John, surprised, told him that was not a problem, “Just go down to the motor pool and check
one out.” The motor pool was a little concerned about the appropriateness of the request,
but a few days later Shorty appeared with his green motorcycle. It was not an Olive-Drab
GI-Green bike but a brilliant, traffic stopping, Kelly Green motorbike with a sidecar to boot!
Henceforth our Shorty Fulton was known at Fowlmere as “The Green Hornet!”
Let us pause here to explain a few
things. During Jimmy Doolittle’s days as a
‘Barnstormer’ he was a close friend of
Shorty’s. Jimmy purchased his gasoline at
Fulton’s airfield in Akron. Shorty gave
him credit when no one else would, and
allowed him to pay it back whenever he
had the money.
Doolittle tells how the Major
wangled his way into the Eighth Air Force
under his command without his knowledge!
One day an Aide brought Shorty (a
major) into Doolittle’s office (a three
star General). Shorty walked over to
Doolittle threw his arms around his
shoulders and said, “General you Old
Bastard, it’s great to see you.” The Aide
gasped! Thereafter when Maj. Fulton
Camera from another plane catches
appeared he simply announced, “That man Shorty’s B-17 in its flaming dive.
is here again.”
This prewar friendship continued during our Food Director’s stay at the 339th. Thus
the many visits by General Doolittle to our field.
Major Fulton however, had greater things in mind. According to John Henry, early in
1945 the war’s end was evident and Shorty, the ‘grounded aviator,’ told our CO he wanted to
do something for the war effort, fly bombing missions. Our Colonel informed him if he flew
ten missions in a bomber he would be awarded an air medal. John also told Shorty that he,
John Henry, did not have the “clout” to accomplish his desires, but if the Major was able to
pull strings with his friends in the higher echelons our CO had no objections to his ambitions.
Jimmy Doolittle claims he never knew how Shorty maneuvered it but he got to fly
missions as an observer on a B-17. The Major would fly with a parachute bag full of
photographic equipment. On his second mission, the B-17 he was flying in as an observer was
hit by anti-aircraft fire. Only Shorty and six of the ten crewmembers got out! Major Fulton
grabbed his parachute bag full of photo equipment and ‘hit the silk’.
Green Hornet, next page
When his chute opened, the jolt loosened his hold and he dropped
Reunion 2003 – San Diego, California
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the bag. Upon landing, Shorty slightly bruised, furiously searched about for his camera
equipment. When the Germans captured him, he had his captors join in the search for his
prized equipment. One wonders what his interrogators thought when he explained he was
merely the Food Director at the 339th Fighter Group. They must have thought he was some
sort of spy or at least a secret agent with all that photographic paraphernalia.
Upon capture, Shorty was imprisoned in Stalag Luft One with Jim Mankie and David
Mackenzie of the 503rd until they were all liberated.
Doolittle relates, “One day I
got a phone call from Rheims. It was
Shorty.” He said, “Boss send a plane
over here and get me.” Doolittle
asked, “How are you?” Shorty
answered, “I’m almost pure.”
John tells how he returned to
Fowlmere, smiling with a purple heart
for the injuries received and
satisfied that he had done something
worthwhile for his country.
His
daughter
wrote
a
Shorty Fulton, seated on left is seen here biography entitled, “They Broke the
wearing his Purple Heart, with Jimmy Doolittle at Mold.” It contains a lot of personal
Fulton's 1974 Retirement Dinner.
Anecdotes.
“Silent Heroes Among Us - - th
an anthology of 8 Air Force stories, contains at least four of Shorty’s articles and 22
pictures of 339th activities.
At the age of 68, in 1960 our “Green Hornet” made his last parachute jump.
He was the founder of the Akron Municipal Airport now known as the Akron-Fulton
International Airport. Among many things, he was instrumental in bringing the “All American
Soap Box Derby” to Akron and in getting long term sponsor Chevrolet involved. Incidentally,
Akron-Fulton Airport is the home of the Goodyear Airdock, birthplace of many airships
including both the Akron and Macon, the only airships designed from the ground up as flying
aircraft carriers.
As a family member, “Shorty’s” grandson Hal Fulton recently joined the 339th FG
Association. We thank him for the pictures and information presented here. He would love to
hear from you and exchange stories; his address is listed in our roster.
One of the Pioneers of Aviation and a great American, Shorty died on March 2, 1979.
He loved Aviation, Motorcycles and the 339th, as John Henry says, “He always wanted to do
something for the Troops!”
How fortunate we of the 339th were to have served with him.

SCA
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Another Fairytale!
By Jim Starnes
Permanent Columnist
This past December I received an annual calendar for the year
2003 from my old hometown museum in Wilmington, NC. It contained a
photograph of three local fighter pilots who flew with the 505th at Fowlmere: Kenneth Biggs,
Tom Rich and Jim Starnes. While flattering, it reminds me that having your photo in a
museum calendar shows that you are OLD! My WW II leather jacket and several other items
are on display there.
Last year I received a book from a boyhood friend of
pilot Jay Marts. Jay had written it several years before his
death in Nov 2001. The book is over a 100 pages in length and
states that it’s purpose is to inform family and close friends
what it was really like to fly a combat tour with the 339th
Fighter Group during WW II. I read the entire book before
returning it to its owner in New Jersey. It became apparent to
me why Jay did not let any of his 339th buddies know about his
book. He arrived at Fowlmere in August ’44 and completed his
tour in Mar 45. According to his book, Jay Marts became the
top ace in the group. On one of his early missions in Aug 44, he
shot down four Focke Wulf 44 trainers over the streets of
downtown Paris, including one that he followed under the Eiffel
Tower before shooting it down! He also wrote that his buddy
Cecil Byrd also shot down three FW-44s in the same area.
Kenneth Biggs
(Quite a feat since the 339th claimed no FW-44s during the war,
and the Germans did not train pilots in France.)
Jay wrote that the 339th developed the technique of going on the deck ahead of the
bomber stream and strafing heavy antiaircraft guns around the target city to prevent them
from firing at the bombers. On one mission he found an ammunition train, which tried to hide
in a tunnel. Jay fired into the tunnel and set it off, sending flame and debris out each end of
the tunnel. On another mission he landed in Belgium at a British Typhoon fighter base. While
there he flew two missions with the Typhoons in his P-51, downing two ME-109s. Later in the
war he led the 505th on a mission to Bucharest, Romania, the longest escort mission of the
war. (We would have needed 250-gallon external tanks and a longer runway to fly such a
mission.) Needless to say, it was exciting reading and named many of his friends of the 505th,
but it was short on facts and long on fiction.
JimStarnes, next page
Jay was in my flight during the war and a friend whom I visited
Reunion 2003 – San Diego, California
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several times in his home in Charleston, SC. The 339 history shows Jay’s score as 2 in the
air and 3 on the ground. This is a record that anyone would envy and be proud of. Just why he
would want his family to accept those stories is not clear.
A British author is writing a book on RAF and USAAF heavy bomber support for the
Normandy invasion. (See his letter on page 16) He also wants to mention escort fighters and
their support in gaining air superiority, including accounts of escort fighter combat action.
He wants to be put in contact with pilots who have stories
of escort missions over France, Belgium and The
Netherlands from May through September 1944. I was not
personally involved with aerial combat in escort missions
over those countries during that period. We operated
mostly as a fighter-bomber group after D-Day over a
specific sector in France east of the beachhead. The only
escort mission I recall was on 15 August when we had a rare
job of escorting RAF Lancasters (who usually flew at night)
on a daylight raid on airfields near Valkenburg,
Netherlands. They did not fly a tight box like B-17s and B24s. They flew a loose gaggle at medium altitude and made
individual bomb drops on the targets – with excellent
results.
If some of our pilots can assist this author, you could
G. Thomas Rich
send the account to me or Steve and we will forward it to
the author. He hopes to have his book published in time for the 60th anniversary of D-day in
June 2004.

2nd Edition: History of the 339th Fighter Group
Edited by ‘Slick’ & Tom Penrose & members of the 339th Fighter Group

If you have not purchased the second printing of our 339th history,
do so now before you miss out. The first edition is sold out. I have
purchased for our group the last copies and we have a few left. Do not
mistake this as a rewritten first edition. It is an improved version with
added color photos. The price is $40 plus $6 for shipping.
Write to me at the address on the back of this Newsletter with a check
for $46 made out to the 339th FGA.
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President’s Annual report!
By Gerald E. Graham, president 339th FGA
Another year has come and gone and I am pleased to
announce that we of the 339th are still hanging in!
Our organization seems to be doing quite well. The roster
of members is showing growth rather than diminishing, but one
should expect a gradual change in the coming years. The
membership list shows three hundred thirty-eight (338)
members of the 339th FGA. Two hundred twenty (220) are
Veterans of Fowlmere, the balance are family members and friends of the Group.
The large attendance of family members to our reunion in Charleston and their desire
to attend future reunions may be a sign of the future of our organization. Plan on attending
and bringing your family to meet all your buddies.
We just completed another highly successful reunion thanks to the efforts of Larry
Powell our reunion Chairman with the assistance of Chet and Mary Malarz, Jim Starnes, Jim
Woolery, our Treasurer Richard Thieme, all the Unit Directors and our Newsletter editor,
Steve Ananian.
The members also honored our past treasurer for all his years of service by appointing
him “Treasurer Emeritus” and presenting him with a plate from the 339th Fighter Group. The
Board also presented our Guest Speaker, former POW and 505th pilot Harry Howard a plate
in gratitude for his heroic sacrifices on our behalf.
I am sorry to announce that Larry Powell was hospitalized with Pneumonia on his return
home after the reunion. I am pleased to announce he is home and recovering after a long stay
in the hospital. Larry has informed us due to his illness he will not be able to handle the
planned reunion in San Diego. The Board of Directors has decided to go to an alternate site
of Nashville Tennessee instead. This will allow Chet Malarz and Steve Ananian who are
experienced in these chores to make the plans from close by. Our Vice President Enoch
Stephenson lives in Nashville and will lay the groundwork. Chet and Steve have volunteered
again to help with the planning and details.
The treasurer’s report shows your contributions will allow us to keep operating for the
present, without curtailing our operations. Keep up those donations!
I must remind you that we will be electing a new Board of Directors at Nashville so
please give some thought to whom you would like to carry on the work in the future.
Mary and I are looking forward to seeing you all again at our reunion in Nashville!

Jerry,

Newsletter circulation – 407, 376 USA, 31 Overseas
Reunion 2003 – San Diego, California
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The American Flag!
By Ron Miller, Armorer 505th
The December 2002 Newsletter was certainly well packed
with a lot of "goodies." The marvelous success of this year's reunion
contributed much to that.
I read and reread your message to the youngsters of the
Servier Middle School. At first impression I thought you were 'over
their heads' and talking down to them but it dawned upon me that the
young students of today are very bright and well versed and very
much 'in step' with adult attitude. (Even though we at times view them as being quite
contrary to our admonishments.) As it turns out, I believe you did a good job of it - especially where patriotism so often seems an intangible factor to describe or illustrate.
Your experience with the youngsters reminded me of a time many, many years ago.
At the age of eight years I was made a “Ward” of the state of Massachusetts and
placed in a farmer's foster home in the small town of Buckland situated in the Deerfield
country of the Berkshires in the western part of the state. In Buckland Center a two
storied, square structure with white exterior walls was our school
(now designated as a National Historic site) with the downstairs
housing first through fourth grades and the upper floor grades five
through eight.
Our teacher, a young lady named Rena Lily, taught all eight
grades. She was respected and loved by all of us.
In the corner of both rooms stood an American flag and each
school day began with a pledge. In unison we recited "I pledge
allegiance to the flag - - and to the republic for which it stands - - "
In no time at all I fell in love with our flag. It was so
beautiful in color and design. And in those times it reminded me
that somehow I had a responsibility of serving my country. Those
emotions have remained with me throughout my life.
I am a firm believer that every youngster growing into
adulthood appreciate having been taught to pledge allegiance to flag
and country. It is a standard by which they measure and develop
their own behavior and attitude.
We tend eventually to label it as patriotism and that is good.
Aloha!
Ron
Above right - meet the grandchildren of our President Jerry Graham. Rachel and Graham
Tarling, stand with their flag and prepare to recite the ‘Pledge of Allegiance’ in the Flag
ceremony at our Banquet Dinner.
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On the left - L to R, Shirley
and Donald Olander. Dick Thieme’s
head peeks out behind and Emma
Thieme sits next to him. Beverly
and Bob Irion, with Ray Bellman in
the rear. Jim Davidson sits in front.

On the right – Meet
Chet’s extended family. L to R
- Richard Wood, his dad Dr.
Stacey Wood, Jean Malarz
Wood and Marsha Malarz.

Left to right, rear Bill Clark, Jr., Brother-in-Law Larry Eiswald. In front row we
have Dorothy Clark widow of our CO William Clark, Carolyn and Curtiss Clark, Son
of Bill Clark, Jr., Curtis is in the 101st Airborne and flies Apache helicopters.
Jerry Graham’s granddaughter
leads the Group in the ‘Pledge of
Allegiance”. Left to right is Mother,
Teresa Tarling, Rachel and brother
Graham and proud father Michael. That
beautiful head of hair belongs to Bob
Burns.
On the Dias L to R are Larry
Powell, Grandpa Jerry Graham, John
Henry and Enoch Stephenson.

Reunion 2003 – San Diego, California
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We Love You Gas Pump!
The latest innovation in cars is
the GPS or Global Positioning System.
Last summer when my son was in London,
he rented a car with the GPS unit
installed. A few hours later he had
driven to Fowlmere, enjoyed a “pint” at
the Checquers and then on to Duxford
for the “Air Show”. Amazing isn’t it?
Just punched the names of the places
his Dad had told him about and the
Satellite Navigation System took him
there!
When my son, Cliff arrived home
he told me just how simple it was and
how much easier it made his travels in a
From Left to right Al Grandy, Primo Zambardo and
strange country. Cliff had a great time
Eddie Epp, pose in front of the shed that was our “Homing
walking about the village and driving out
Station.”
to the Airfield. Then he said, “Gee Dad
can you imagine how easy your life would have been if you had a satellite guidance system back in
1944?”
I agreed how much it would have improved the accuracy of the bombing, and that is when I
told him about “Gas Pump” our homing station at Fowlmere and about the CNS System (Control Net
System) that brought us home so quickly and accurately. I never understood how those men sat all
day in a shed no bigger than a couple of refrigerator packing cases. They were probably “Bored to
Death” sitting for hours on end, at a plotting desk, awaiting our calls for assistance.
I recall one day returning back to our base on instruments. The gas tank gauges were reading
empty. I just called “Gas Pump”, the radio call sign for our homing system, and before I could finish
my transmission, they came back with something like, “Upper Five Four steer Two Seven Zero.” When
I calculated I was home, I came down through the clouds on instruments and broke out of the clouds
a few hundred feet above the ground. I found myself right over the 505th Area! What accuracy! Now
it was just a piece of cake to fly along the streets and turn onto the runway. I informed the tower I
was on the approach, and landed!
This was not a unique incident. We have heard so many similar stories. Eddie Epp and his boys
always did such a great job!

Homing Station Operators
James DeLisio, Eddie Epp, Paul Fleer, Al ‘Skip’ Grandy,
Richard Helsing, John Wasser, Primo Zambardo, and
several others I cant recall - - - Eddie Epp

To these unsung heroes at “Gas Pump” we are forever grateful!
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The members of the 339th Fighter Group offer our condolences to the families of the
crew of the Space Shuttle Columbia. Perhaps a phrase from the words of the Air Force Song
expresses our sentiments best - - Here’s a toast to the host of those who love the vastness of the sky,
From a friend we send a message to our brother men who fly.
We drink to those who gave their all of old,
Then down we roar to score the rainbow’s pot of gold - - -

You have indeed scored the rainbow’s pot of gold!
May God bless you all!
DECEASED
FRANCIS P. FILLMORE, ORD

Francis passed away on September 13, 2002

ALBERT “Skip” JAMES GRANDY Jr., 504th – Homing station operator.

Rachel Grandy informed me that Al passed away quietly without pain
in a nursing home in January 2002. He and I were very close. We both
completed radio school in Madison Wisconsin, and then went on to CNS
school. We worked together in the homing station at Fowlmere …Eddie Epp

CARL H. FRENCH, 503rd – Pilot

Carl passed away on January 11, 2003.
He had a routine physical just before Christmas and was diagnosed
with pneumonia. Several days later not getting better he saw a pulmonary
specialist who discovered a malignant tumor on his left lung. He died three
days later.
Carl was the Best Man at our wedding….Luther Francis

HARRY HOWARD, 505th – Pilot

Harry passed away on February 17th during Hip Replacement surgery.

Our condolences to all the families on their loss . . .

. . . . the bells toll for thee . . .
Reunion 2003 – San Diego, California
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505th Pilot, Prisoner Of War!
On the left, Sept. 1945 - General
Robert Hardaway presents the Air Medal
to the very thin Harry Howard at Bushnell
Hospital in Utah after his liberation from
Stalag XI-A in Russian territory. Their
camp was East of the Elbe River where
US troops stopped their advance to allow
Russians to take Berlin. Harry tells of
listening to the primitive ‘crystal radio’ in
their POW camp and hearing ‘Axis Sally’
refer to the 339th as “the Red Nosed
Butchers from Fowlmere”.

The following is a portion of a poem written by Rich Howard to his father on the 50th
anniversary of his dad’s near-fatal encounter with antiaircraft fire, 2 March ’45.

FOR DAD

by Rich Howard

Fifty years is not a long time
For a hero. And the deeds of a life well lived
Rest nearby and solid in memory
Even fleeting the shadows
Dancing on a canvas tent wall
Can outlive a wall of stone
Or a curtain of iron
When the power behind them is love
Of a man who died long ago and who came back to life.
The dashing young pilot’s toes, now lifted by steel,
Guide a mountain bike, not a Mustang.
The practiced hands, instead of a flight check,
Clean all the windshields in sight
Or spiral a push mower over the mound
Where the ghosts of his now-grateful sons
Play ball in the twilight - - - - - -

Since the war Harry underwent many surgeries to restore the use of his legs from
injuries sustained in combat. As we were about to go to press, I received word that Harry
died of complications following hip surgery on February 17th, 2003.
He leaves his devoted wife Maria, six children and 14 grandchildren.
Harry flies again with his best friend Bert in red and white checker-nosed Mustangs!

Our condolences to Maria and the family.
We shall miss him.
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From Lee Steiger, Pilot - 505th: -

12/12/02

Merry Christmas and A Happy New Year!
I am now living in Mesa, AZ near my oldest son Glenn. My
wife died in 1999 after a very long illness. She could not travel. It’s
a new life for me here and I’m enjoying every minute of it. Quite
a difference from New Jersey, where I was born & raised. I visit
Falcon Field very often. This is where the fighter museum is
located – Many fighter aircraft there. Jim Starnes’ photo is on the
wall in the main hanger of the Field.
Enclosed is a photo of my son Glenn & I at the Museum.
Lee Steiger and son Glenn.
My other son Ken is in Los Angeles.
I was pleased to see Tom Marvel’s Daughter in the last issue of our newsletter.
Tom and I came from East Orange, NJ and after the war we visited each other often, to
trade war stories. I’d like to write Tom’s Daughter; maybe you could send me her address if you
have it. I would be very happy Tom and I were great buddies. The last time I heard from Tom is
from Florida, at his Marina.
Keep ‘em flying - - - Lee Steiger

SCA

Lee I am sending you a copy of our latest roster.
From Earl Gertz, Dental Assistant - HQ: -

12/06/02

This is just a short note to let everyone know that I’m doing great. I am now getting around
without a cane; it’s been a long haul.
I’ll get my last antibiotic treatment on the 24th of December. It takes about two hours every
day. Seven days a week. We missed the whole summer. We hope that this finds you all well, and
ready for a great Christmas, and Holiday season.
I have a new E-mail address – ergertz@Cox.net
Seasons Greetings again, from Judy Amidon and Earl Gertz.

EARL

A speedy recovery Earl! We are looking forward to seeing you at our reunion
in Nashville.
SCA
From Sal Carollo, Adjutant 503rd: -

12/13/02

Merry Christmas to you all!
We’re all moved in – what a change from Florida to snow and ice in Maryland. We are sorry
we missed the last reunion but that was packing and moving time for us. We sold our house in
Florida in just one day and hurried up here – We have a lovely apartment in our daughter’s house
and can watch deer romping in the backyard. After thirty years of constant HOT !! We’re actually
enjoying snow ice and slush –
Remember us to everyone – With love, Marilyn & Sal Carollo

Good living you two! I guess deer in the backyard are a lot better than
alligators. I wonder if you still feel the same about the snow after these last few
months. I always watch for Sal in Godfather II.
SCA
Mail Bag continued next page

Reunion 2003 – San Diego, California
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Left to right Lacey and Helen Vincent and Maria and Harry Howard
are shown seated at the head table during the Banquet Dinner in Charleston.

The following from Lacey Vincent, ORD: -

11-16-02

I enjoyed seeing you all at the Charleston, reunion. It was great being there with you! I was
sorry I was late arriving at the hotel, but I was lost for about a half hour trying to find it! We also had
problems in getting away from Virginia. I guess we should have left a day early.
Just want you to know that we wish to remain on the mailing list and be an active part of
the 339th Fighter Group Assn. If I owe anything at anytime just bill me. I want to remain in it.
Please include my wife and I as having been to the Charleston Reunion and at the

banquet in the Newsletter. Thank you Lacey

Lacey the photo is proof of your attendance. Your visit was far too short! We
are looking forward to seeing you both again next year.
SCA
The following from an author in the UK: -

01/08/03

Dear Stephen,
I wonder if you could help me. I am a British author/researcher and I am currently working
on a book due to be published for the D-day 60th anniversary in 2004, concerning the RAF and
USAAF heavy bomber support to the Normandy Invasion (March to Sept 44). Whilst the book is
focusing on the heavy bombers I will, of course, be mentioning the support of the escort fighters in
ensuring the Allies gained daylight air superiority. As such I would like to include some examples of
escorting/combats and ask if it would be possible to be put in contact with any 339th
veterans who would be willing to share their experiences concerning the period in question.
Thanks for any help you can give and please fire back any questions.
With my appreciation.
Steve Darlow

Can any of you help? Write me and I will forward your letter.

E-mail from France via Peter Randall’s website in the UK: -

SCA

1/4/03

I am writing a book concerning the air war over the city of Chateauroux (central France), I
am working with French, American and British correspondents, and am interested in making
contacts concerning the bombings, the strafing, Allied escaped pilots, crashed aircrafts etc ... in
that area.
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On 4 July 1944, 2nd Lt Carl H. Bungaard (339th FG / 505th FS) went down near Buzancais. He
was saved by members of the French underground. I am studying the escape of this pilot with
official Résistants Associations of Chäteauroux, collecting all the information, eyewitness reports
etc. We would be glad and proud to be in touch with any comrades, relatives, or veterans of
339th FG who took part in this mission, exchanging any information etc... Any details would be
greatly appreciated.
I am writing this book for history. We must remember what he and his comrades have done
for us and for Liberty. I am 39 years old and I teach History and Geography in Tours. Please would
you be so kind as to inform me if I can be an associated member of the 339th Fighter Group?
Merci beaucoup pour toute votre aide.
Yours Sincerely, Mr . Philippe Canonne
canonne.phil@wanadoo.fr

If any of you wish to be of assistance you may contact Philippe through me or
write him directly. His name and address are on the ‘Roster Updates’.
SCA
An inquiry from a nephew about his uncle in the 503rd: I am writing you about my deceased uncle Sgt William Reppas, from Chicago. I have my
Uncle's form DD214 that says he was detached from the 339thFG, 503rd FS, at wars end but he is
not listed in the roster. He has several medals also listed on this form, but he always claimed he
"baked bread and guarded planes".
Does he appear in you records anywhere? Do you have any suggestions as to sources to
find him if he is not in your records?
This man pretty much raised me as a boy and he never had kids of his own. He never really
talked much about his time in the Army but his uniform hung in the garage until after he died so it
meant a lot to him.
Any help in solving the mystery would be great.
Thanks, Jim Pappas

Jim has sent me a copy of his uncle’s records and I am certain he was a cook
with the 503rd. Our records of enlisted personnel are not complete by far. Please
contact me if you can be of assistance. I have nephew Jim’s address listed in the
‘Roster Updates’ on page 16.
SCA
Another inquiry from the UK: -

1/22/03

I am trying to locate the code letter & a photograph of a P-51B #42
106928 5Q-???..... of the 339th FG. It was lost on 6/6/44 in a local crash shortly after take off killing
the pilot Lt Elton J .Brownshadel.
My friend & colleague Roger Freeman has suggested that you might be able to help. If you
can I would be delighted.
Yours sincerely, Ian Mactaggart.

If any of you have an answer, please write me.
From Sgt./Major Frank J. Knapp the following E-mail: Anyone know my Dad a 504th Pilot, Lt. Frank J. Knapp? I would
Reunion 2003 – San Diego, California
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like to hear any stories about my Dad. I think it might be kind of neat if someone remembered him
from that long ago or if someone had some material that pertains to him. I ask that you use my
home e-mail vice my work e-mail as the POC. My home e-mail is currently; - napsters@aol.com
This may change in the near future as I now have a roadrunner account and am thinking of
making AOL go away.
Will keep you informed either way. Regards. Knapp, Frank J SGM 115 MI GP

2/Lt. Frank J. Knapp is listed in the pilot roster, he is not listed in the Personnel
Roster because he arrived after VE Day. Can anyone respond? SCA

We thank the following members for their generous donations: $25 Stanley S. Bloomberg, $40 Harry F. Howard, $25 Henry E. Pence, $100 Vito S. Claps,
$50 Sal Carollo, $50 Cordell W. Shaw, $100 Anthony J. Panka, $20 Stan Pettigrew, $20 John
Sesco, $50 Roland W. Smith, Sr., $50 James C. Woolery, $20 Donald H. Quale, $40 Richard
G. Thieme, $20 Harry Rosenberg, $25 George J. Johnstone, $25 David Mackenzie,
$25 James Delisio

Make the following additions or changes to your new mailing list: Change: Members
EISENHART, LEE “Dutch”, 504 – Pilot
RR 10 BOX 3350, LAKE ARIEL, PA 18436,
SHAW, CORDELL W., 505 – Son of pilot,
14670 PALMWOOD Road, PALM BEACH Gardens, FL 33410
PANKA, ANTHONY J., 505 – Aircraft maintenance,
45 PORTRUSH LOOP, PAWLEYS ISLAND, SC 29585-6765
WILLARD, KENNETH R., 504 – Armorer
Zip Code should read 14450

Add: -

ADELMAN, SANFORD, 505 – Son of Crew Chief, Ron Epstein,
6463 FRAMPTON CIRCLE, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92648-6512
TARLING, TERESA, 505 – Daughter of Pilot G. Graham,
35 WOODS Lane, SCARSDALE, NY 10583
CANONNE, PHILIPPE, Author, Teacher, Friend of 339th FG,
2 RUE ASSOLANT, 41 000 BLOIS, FRANCE

THOMPSON, WARREN, Author, friend of 339th FG,
7201 Stamford Cove, Germantown, TN 38138-4627
PAPPAS, JIM, - 503 nephew of cook William Reppas,
10 Crestview Dr, Ingleside, IL 60041

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR DUES THIS YEAR?
Remember only veterans of Fowlmere need pay the tax deductible $10 dues.
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By Stephen C. Ananian
Pilot, 505th
We have several illnesses to inform you of at this time. Jim and
Pepper Woolery are recovering from short hospital stays and Gabe Cutri
tells me that Anna Tower, widow of 505th operations officer, has been
hospitalized with a stroke. He says that she is in a Coma and does not recognize
by Ron Miller
anyone. We ask you keep them in your prayers.
I also told you of Larry Powell’s bout with pneumonia in the last issue. Since then Larry
had a relapse and was back in the hospital with a coronary. He is now home and slowly
recovering. Bill and Ollie Bryan were ill also. Bill with pneumonia and Ollie had a mysterious
bug that kept her hospitalized for about a month. I am pleased to report all three are home
and in the process of recovery.
Ollie, Bill and Larry have asked me to express their apologies for not having responded
to all the Season’s greetings and well wishes that they had received. They thank you for your
messages of good cheer and ask you to understand their inability to respond in kind.
Larry has informed me that he will not be able to handle the arrangements for our
planned reunion in San Diego. As our president told you in his annual report (page 7) we are
holding our reunion in Nashville instead. Chet, Mary Malarz, my wife Isabel and I have just
returned from Nashville, TN, where we met with Louise and our Vice President Enoch
Stephenson. After three days of research and hard work we are in the process of finalizing
plans for our reunion this year. The date for our reunion is set for Wednesday October 15th
through Sunday morning October 19th at the Nashville Airport Marriott Hotel. Details will be
in the June issue of our newsletter.
My apologies to Gloria Sams and Carl Ashworth for having neglected to thank them for
the enormous pleasure they gave us at the Banquet Dinner with their rendition of “God Bless
America.” We were deeply moved. Thank you!
The Board Of Directors has purchased the last remaining issues of our history from
Turner publishing. See advertisement on page 6 for details. We have less than ten remaining.

Steve
Newsletter circulation – 407, 376 USA, 31 Overseas

We are on the Internet!
The Village of Fowlmere Web site: - England, http://www.fowlmerevillage.com/
"Little Friends" 8th AF Web site: - England, Peter Randall http://www.littlefriends.co.uk
339th Web-Birds Web site: - Alaska, Jim Sterling http://www.web-birds.com/8th/339/339
339th Fighter Group Homepage, Tim Ferrell: - http://ourworld.cs.com/the339thftrgrp
My Email address is: - stephen_ananian@mindspring.com
Reunion 2003 – San Diego, California
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Annual Report
By S. C. Ananian
It is hard to believe that this issue of the Newsletter marks the beginning of my
fourth year as editor. No one is more surprised than I at the success we have achieved.
When Jim Starnes announced that difficulties with his eyesight would make it impossible for
him to continue as editor, things looked gloomy. We were all unhappy about Jim’s plight and
we knew how much he loved his job as well as his work for the organization. As the secretary
I helped Jim with our mailing list, the nametags at reunions and writing ‘minutes’ at meetings,
but I knew nothing about newsletters, nevertheless I volunteered for the job. I had a
computer and could send out a two or three page letter to our membership with news of
address changes, deaths and reunion information.
At the meeting of the membership in Savannah, Jim was sitting next to me when our
CO John Henry made the announcement of Jim’s inability to continue as editor to our
membership at large. It was a sad day! Jim leaned over to me and said, “I am not in my casket
yet!” The news sounded more like an obituary than an announcement of resignation. But let’s
face it; without Starnes at the Helm, this was the end of our organization, as we knew it.
After the meeting I asked Jim what he meant about not being dead yet? Did he think
he would be able to write an article or two? He said he would be happy to. The rest is history!
Two weeks before we go to press Jim mails me his article followed by the comment,
“Edit, Delete, and change in anyway that you please! You have the ball. Run with it!”
Current events and his article set the theme. When I’m finished I send Jim proofs to
edit for accuracy of content and criticism. He OKs it and we go to press.
The failing eyesight of many of our readers dictates the large type that we use! I try
to limit the contents to twenty pages. Anything larger is difficult to handle and mail. Our
Newsletter circulation is now a solid 407, and growing. Thirty-one are mailed to our friends
overseas.
Ron Miller armorer, now writes me letters on a regular basis. Ron a former Marine, was
also responsible for a lot of the ‘Artwork’ at Fowlmere. I asked for his sketches and stories.
Half the time he is unaware that a letter he sends me will become an article in our
newsletter but it certainly gives us enjoyment and the flavor of life at Fowlmere during the
war. Ron has become a fundamental part of the ‘team’ without knowing it! I call him “the
Ernest Hemingway of the 339th!”
There you have it! Thanks to Jim Starnes, Ron Miller and you. We try not to bring
politics or gloom into your lives. We just tell your story of the past with a little humor and
praise for the deeds of our members and a positive outlook on life.
You have made this newsletter and the 339th Fighter Group, the success that it is.
I thank you all for your many kind words of support. God willing, and with your help, we
will continue to inform you of the latest news with a positive outlook on the future!
May God Bless You All! ‘Blue skies’
Steve
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339 FIGHTER GROUP ASSOCIATION
TREASURERS REPORT (Period 1/1/02 thru 12/31/02)
Receipts
Expenses
Reunion profit

REUNION 2002 (Charleston)
$18,095.00
15,245.83
$2,849.17
GENERAL ACCOUNT

INCOME
Transferred from former Treasurer
$6,966.15
Dues for 2002 collected
Donations for 2002 collected
Dues for 2003 collected
Donations for 2003 collected
Unit History Book sales
Interest earned
Reunion Profit
Cash Received

1,640.00
3,732.00
110.00
175.00
46.00
56.26
2,849.17
1.99
$15,576.57

EXPENSES
State of Florida (Corporation Fee)
Endorsement Stamp
Postage
Newsletter / Secretary expenses
Overpayment
Turner Publishing (Unit History Books)

$61.25
13.00
14.80
3,000.00
20.00
282.40
$3,391.45

SUMMARY
INCOME
EXPENSES
Balance
Unit History Book Inventory

$ 15,576.57
3,391.45
$12,185.12
$256.70
$12,441.82 Total assets (as of 12/31/02)

RICHARD G. THIEME, Treasurer
339th Fighter Group Association Board of Directors

John B. Henry, Commander and HQ Director,
Gerald E. Graham, President - Enoch B. Stephenson, Vice President,
Richard G. Thieme, Treasurer - Stephen C. Ananian, Secretary and Edito,r
Lawrence J. Powell, Reunion Coordinator – James Woolery Hospitality Room Coordinator,
Jim Mankie, 8th AFHS Unit Coordinator – Warren L. Olsen, Ordnance director,
Thomas G. Sams, 503rd Director – Gilbert Cohen, 504th Director - Robert F. Burns, 505th Director
William R. Guyton, Chester Malarz, James R. Starnes, Members Emeritus,

Reunion 2003 – San Diego, California
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339th Fighter Group Association, Inc.

US
POSTAGE

C/o Stephen C. Ananian
4 North Orchard Farms Avenue
Simpsonville, SC 29681-4866, USA

To: -

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Mailing Address

here
 - - - -Clip
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - MAILING LIST UPDATE FORM - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Check your name and address on the mailing label. Make certain it is correct. If not, fill out
this form and mail to me at the address below. If you wish to pay dues you may also use this form.
Please accept my donation of $10 for my dues payment to the 339th FGA.
(All donations are ‘Tax Exempt’.)
Please add my name to the mailing list.

339th Fighter Group Association, Inc.
C/o S. C. Ananian
4 North Orchard Farms Ave.
Simpsonville, SC 29681-4866

NAME _____________________________________________________
First

Middle

Last

ADDRESS __________________________________________________
CITY _________________________ STATE _________ ZIP _________
Phone (if you wish) ________________________
Email __________________________________
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