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Sixty-two years ago this last photograph of the battleship USS Arizona was taken as she sank beneath 
the waves! Gone forever with the bodies of 1,177 American sailors on board. 

Never Ever Give Up! - - - Winston Churchill 

Never ever, ever, ever, ever, ever, ever, ever, ever, ever, ever, give up! 
Never ever give in! 
Do not let us speak of ‘darker’ days: let us speak rather of ‘sterner’ days. These are 

not dark days; these are GREAT days - - the greatest days our country has ever lived; and 
we must all thank God that we have been allowed, each of us according to our stations, to play 
a part in making these days memorable in the history of our race. W. Churchill      
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By James R. Starnes, Staff Columnist 

It was a blow to miss my first reunion since we started in 1980. With Larry Powell 
recovered from his lengthy illness and back as banquet Master of Ceremonies, I know it was 
a great one. It was also gratifying to note that nearly all members of our Board of Directors 
agreed to serve another term.  

I hated to miss seeing 505th pilot Lee Steiger attend his second reunion. Last 
Christmas Lee sent me a card showing him standing beside a P-51 at Mesa Arizona. The 
Champlin Fighter Museum in Mesa was sold to the Museum of Flight in Seattle and has been 
moved to that location. It is being housed in the new Personal Courage Wing under 
construction, where it will join the American Fighter Aces Museum and Flying Tigers Museum 
when completed next year. We visited the Museum of Flight during our Seattle reunion in 
1996. 

Many celebrations are planned for the 100th anniversary of powered flight. They mark 
December 17th, 1903 the date when Orville and Wilbur made four successful powered flights 
at Kill Devil Hills, NC, in their Wright Flyer. That aircraft is on display at the National Air & 
Space Museum in Washington, DC. No doubt that facility will be on our agenda at next year’s 
reunion. 

On November 26th, 1944 the 339th shot down 29 enemy aircraft, its highest number 
for any mission we flew during the war. The 503rd scored 18 of those kills, including two by 
Capt. Edward H. Beavers, making him an ace. Tragically, Ed was killed in action the following 

This “Wright Flyer” making the first of four powered flights, 100 years ago on December 17th 1903  
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day by antiaircraft fire. 
The two pilots we lost on 
the 26th were Ely Van 
Cleave (504) and Bert 
Stiles (505). Ely had 
experienced a crash 
landing in England with 
minor injuries in August 
of 1944 and then bailed 
out over the North Sea 
two weeks later to be 
rescued by air Sea 
Rescue. 

Bert Stiles was our famous writer/pilot, with a number of articles written in Air Force 
Magazine and earlier stories in several magazines. His “Serenade to a Big Bird” was published 
after his death by his mother and is still in print today. Several years ago a B-17 pilot Bob 
Cooper published a biography of Bert Stiles “Serenade to the Blue Lady.” This past August a 

gathering of friends of Bert Stiles was 
held in Colorado Springs, CO, attended 
by Bob Cooper and both of Bert’s 
sisters. The fact that after so many 
years this group of people could be 
brought together says a lot about 
Bert’s lasting influence. Bert took over 
my 6N-X “Tar Heel” while I was home 
on rest and recuperation between 
combat tours. He was killed in that 
Mustang after shooting down his first 
German fighter.                                    

 
 

 

The latest Mailing Roster is now available! 
Those that came to the reunion received the latest roster of members! If 

you wish a copy, please drop your editor a line and I will be happy to mail it 
to you.                                                                                                      

Capt Edward H. Beavers    1/Lt Ely N. Van Cleave               1/Lt Bert Stiles 

On the left - 1/Lt. Bert Stiles in 
front of my bird "Tar Heel" with the Red 
Cross Gal from Bassingborn. 
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A word from our president 
By Gerald E. Graham, president 339th FGA 

Another year has come and gone and interest in our 
organization continues to grow. We enjoyed a great reunion in 
Nashville on October 15 and I was extremely pleased to see that 
so many of you could come. 

I wish to acknowledge the dedication of Chet Malarz, 
Enoch Stephenson together with Steve and Isabel Ananian who 
made our 2003 reunion such a great success.  We were all 
honored to have as our special guest, Martin Sheldrick, owner of 

Fowlmere Airfield and his lovely daughter Georgina.  We were pleased to welcome the group 
of friends of the 339th from the U.K.  I am also happy to report that Larry Powell has made a 
great recovery and served as a masterful Master of Ceremonies again this year. 

Enoch Stephenson worked tirelessly making numerous arrangements at the Nashville 
reunion including a group from The Tennessee Air National Guard, which conducted a 
beautiful presentation of the flags that have flown over America from ‘Early Colonial days’ 
through to our present 50 star flag.  Enoch also arranged for Chris Bundgaard, nephew of 
505th pilot Carl Bundgaard, to be our guest speaker at the banquet.  Chris had just returned 
from France, where he met with a number of the people in the French village who had helped 
Carl to evade.  With the help of these brave individuals, who were members of the French 
Resistance, Carl was able to escape, was flown back to England, and completed his tour.  This 
was a remarkable journey for both Carl and also his nephew, almost 60 years later. 

Our visit to Nashville also included a trip to the Tennessee WW II Memorial where 
Bob Irion conducted the program honoring our deceased members.  From there, we traveled 
on to the John Tune Airport where we viewed a beautifully restored P-51 owned by Tom 
Patten. Next year we plan to hold our reunion in the Washington D.C. area.  May I encourage 
all our members who are able, to attend what will be the 60th anniversary of the 339ths first 
involvement in combat. 

In closing, may I say it has been an honor for me to serve as President of the 339th 
for the last two years.  With our newly elected officers; - John B. Henry, Commander and 
HQ Director, President, Enoch B. Stephenson, Vice President - Thomas G. Sams, Treasurer 
Richard G. Thieme, Secretary and Editor, Stephen C. Ananian, 503rd Director, Robert 
Frisch, 504th Director, Gilbert Cohen, 505th Director, Robert F. Burns, Ordnance director, 
Warren L. Olsen, 8th AFHS Unit Coordinator, Jim Mankie, Reunion Coordinator, Lawrence J. 
Powell, Hospitality Room Coordinator, James Woolery, I know our association will continue 
with success for years to come. 

Mary and I hope to see you all in Washington next year. Jerry                     
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Members of the 339th seated in front of Tom Patton’s Mustang “Sweetie Face”, enjoying a 
barbecue lunch. 

By Stephen C. Ananian, editor 

I must admit our reunions seem to be getting better and better! We did it again! 135 
members and families showed up at our return to Nashville. (See complete list of Attendees 
on page 19.) I do confess that some came assisted by canes and in wheel chairs. 

But they came! I kid you not, after a few hours of socializing with old friends there 
were smiles on faces and backs bent over with age straightened. So help me, they were 
walking erect! 

Our guest of honor Martin Sheldrick with daughter Georgina was there along with our 
friends from the UK, nine in all! Don’t shed tears if you missed this one, ‘cause I warned you! 

Larry Powell ill all year, showed up looking great, fifty pounds lighter (the hard way) 
and he did a great job as ‘Master of Ceremonies’ at our banquet dinner. 

We toured the City, went to the ‘Grand Ole Opry’ and on Saturday morning we boarded 
buses that drove us to the Nashville WW II memorial. The members of the group walked 
around the mall and enjoyed this magnificent memorial to the veterans of WW II. Our 
modest Vice President Enoch Stephenson was the president of the WW II memorial 
committee and I am told he was the motivating force for its construction. Thank you Enoch 
for a job well done! Our members, honoring our departed comrades, conducted a moving 
service. The group then boarded buses and headed out to the John Tune Airfield where we 
enjoyed the hospitality of Tom Patton. We had a barbecue lunch in the spotless hanger where 
he keeps his highly polished Mustang, ‘Sweetie Face.’ Well fed and contented with the 
presence of that beautiful ‘bird’ we returned to our hotel and prepared for that evening’s 
banquet dinner. 
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Banquet Dinner 
The Tennessee Air National Guard posted the colors in a moving half hour ceremony, 

displaying the early flags in our colonial 
history, accompanied by a running 
commentary on the history of our 
nation’s colors. 

Martin Sheldrick our ‘Guest of 
Honor’ then spoke and thanked the 
group for having invited him to attend 
and expressed his sentiments for the 
339th. 

Chris Bundgaard was our guest 
Speaker and related the story of his 
uncle 505th pilot Carl Bundgaard who developed engine trouble on his first mission. Carl bailed 
out of his Mustang and was rescued by the French underground.  

On behalf of the group, our CO John Henry and I presented Martin Sheldrick with a 
Bulova pocket watch in gratitude for all he had done for our organization. The members made 
Martin an ‘Honorary Member’ of the 339th FGA and presented him with a certificate. We also 
thanked Georgina Sheldrick for bringing her dad and presented her with a silver charm 
bracelet as a memento of the occasion. 

Chris Bundgaard was presented with our “Blue Skies” award. A ceramic plate with a 
Mustang flying in blue skies, painted on it. Our Vice President Enoch Stephenson was also 
presented with the “Blue Skies” award in gratitude for his efforts in helping to build the 
WW II memorial as well as his invaluable assistance in making this reunion the success that 
it was. 

The members also thanked Peter Randall who again attended from the UK. Peter has a 
Web site entitled “Little Friends” - Keeping the memory alive - - - 

Many of our former comrades and their families have located our association through 
Peter’s efforts. For his untiring efforts on our behalf he too was made an “Honorary 
member” and presented with the “Blue Skies” award. 

Our CO John Henry then thanked Jerry Graham our outgoing president for a job well 
done and thanked Chester Malarz and all those responsible for the success of our reunion. 

Gloria Sams and Carl Ashworth then concluded the program with their singing of “God 
Bless America” with everyone joining in. 

We all retired to the hospitality room to relax and discuss the events of the day.            
The families that attended! 

 Bill and Ollie Bryan were there with daughter-in-law Karen, son William E. the third 
and grandson William E. the fourth! Jerry Graham, our president, was overjoyed when his 
whole family showed up to surprise him and Mary with their presence.  

Members of the Tennessee Air National Guard 
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Dorothy Clark, wife of our CO Bill Clark attended once again with six members of the 
Clark family! Our former Vice-President and newly elected President Enoch Stephenson’s 
family also attended our banquet dinner. Chris Bundgaard our guest speaker had six members 
of his family present. The list goes on and on.  

Carroll Bennett (pilot 504th) and his three girls, Marshall Cole (HQ) and his family, and 
as always Clarence Ferrell (pilot 503rd) was there with his sons. Our leading Ace, Francis R. 
Gerard (pilot 503rd) set aside his back surgery to be there with his lovely wife Dr. Adriana 

and their son and daughter with 
their spouses. 

Red Cross director Mary 
Williams, unable to attend was 
represented by her son David. 
Jim Mankie (pilot 503rd) arrived 
with friend Dorothy Angell and 
his two sons, Jeff and Andy. 
Deceased pilot Thomas ‘Tommy’ 
Marvel (505th) was represented 
by his daughter Nancy Roach and 
her husband John with their son 
Kaning. Betty O’Sullivan widow of 
deceased 504th pilot ‘Ridge’ was 
there with daughter Kate 
Mendonon and her four-month-old 
daughter, Darcy. 

Bill and the lovely Lova Lee 
Perry (pilot 503rd) were present 

with daughter Tressa Marbach. Roland E. Smith (pilot 504th) was there once again with wife 
Dorotha, son and daughter-in-law, Nancy. Jim Wells was there with his son who immediately 
jumped behind the bar and gave us much needed assistance in the Hospitality Room! It was 
the unanimous decision of all there that this was certainly one of the best if not the best 
reunion!                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

 

Bird Lake Village, A history of Fowlmere South Cambridge – 
A CD containing the equivalent of 538 A4 size pages 

The history of Fowlmere from the earliest times to 
present day, is now available on a CD-ROM. This is a 
Computer program, not an audio disk! 

Price of CD is $10, which includes shipping and handling.  Just send 
your editor a check.                                                                                                                                                                                                             

The Nashville WW II Memorial. 
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Meet Our Guest of Honor, Martin Sheldrick: - 
By James R. Starnes 

 During WW II Manor Farm became Fowlmere Airfield 
for the RAF and then the 339th Fighter Group. 

Martin Sheldrick was a small boy while we were there in 
1944-45, and after the war the land again became Manor Farm 
owned by the Sheldrick family. Martin later became the owner 
and was showing the old facilities to some of our 339th 
personnel even before we became an association. Probably no 
other fighter group association has enjoyed the level of 
support and hospitality, which we have received over the years 
from Martin and his family. 

He placed the 339th memorial at a prominent location on 
his land and has permitted access to anyone desiring to visit it. 
Some of our people report having been picked up in Cambridge, 
driven to Fowlmere, and given a tour of the old airfield by him.  

We owe Martin a debt of gratitude, which can never be 
repaid. Now he has honored us by coming to Nashville to attend the 2003 reunion of the 
339th Fighter Group Association. We are proud to welcome Martin and his daughter Georgina 
to our country and to thank him once again for his service to our members.                                       

 
Guest Speaker, Chris Bundgaard: - 

Introducing the nephew of 505th pilot, Carl Bundgaard. He 
attended our last reunion at Nashville and was the guest banquet 
speaker at this year’s reunion. Chris is a reporter on Nashville’s 
WKRN TV Channel Two News. 

According to Chris, he has managed to last more than 
twenty years in television news. He's worked as a reporter, 
producer and assignment editor. Once in a while the Minnesota 
native did all three at the same time. In recent years he has 
happily returned to what will always be the heart of reporting the 
news: "the street." 

During that time he has been honored for reporting, 
writing and producing, including two Edward R. Murrow regional 
awards and two Emmys. He has also made documentaries on WW 

II including, “A Few Good Heroes” with a focus on members of the 339th Fighter Group. Chris 
studied psychology at St. Olaf College, and then developed a latent interest in journalism 
during graduate school at the University of Minnesota. That interest still grows.                                                                                                  

 

Martin Sheldrick 

Chris Bundgaard 
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Lt. Carl Bundgaard, pilot 505th: - By James R. Starnes 
               Lt. Carl H. Bundgaard arrived as a replacement pilot at Fowlmere on June 29th, 
1944. He was assigned to the 505th Fighter Squadron 
and flew his first mission on the fourth of July 1944. 
The mission was a ‘Ramrod,’ escorting bombers to Tours 
France. 

Near Chatauroux his P-51’s engine failed, forcing 
him to bail out. He landed on the roof of a house in a 
small town. Scrambling off the roof, Carl injured his leg, 
which hampered his efforts to evade capture. 
Fortunately he was discovered by the French 
Underground and was given excellent assistance. He was 
moved several times to safe locations. His final move 
was to a secure area where a small plane from England 
picked him up at night for his return to Fowlmere 
twenty-two days after going down. 

Back at Fowlmere Carl resumed his combat tour 
and shot down two fighters in the air and damaged 
another. He was also credited with destroying three and 
damaging four more on the ground while strafing 
German Airfields. 

Carl Bundgaard remained in the Air Force after the war. He was stationed in the 
Panama Canal Zone flying P-47s. In April 1947 he again had engine failure, this time over the 
sea. Carl tried to crash land along the rocky coast of Panama and was killed in the attempt. 

In 1995 his brother Axel Bundgaard and wife visited France at the invitation of the 
surviving French Underground heroes who had saved Carl from capture fifty-one years 
earlier. They received royal treatment and retraced Carl’s evasion route as guests of the man 
who led Carl to his escape site.                                                                                    

 
We are on the Internet! 

The Village of Fowlmere Web site: - England,  http://www.fowlmerevillage.com 
"Little Friends" 8th AF Web site: - Peter Randall http://www.littlefriends.co.uk  
339th Web-Birds Web site: - Jim Sterling http://www.web-birds.com/8th/339/339 
339th Fighter Group Homepage, 
Tim Ferrell: - http://ourworld.cs.com/the339thftrgrp  

My Email address is: - stephen_ananian@mindspring.com 

 
Warren Thompson, author / air historian, has notified me that the December issue of 

“Fly Past” Magazine is now available from Barnes and Noble and Border Books. It contains an 
article written by him on the 339th Fighter Group at Fowlmere.              

1/Lt. Carl Bundgaard 
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L-R Warren Olsen (ORD), 
Earl Gertz (HQ) And Fred Cox (ORD). 
At the age of 92, Fred was the oldest 
attendee. He drove all the way from 
Texas to Nashville and plans to drive 
to Washington DC next year. Fred 
we are looking forward to it! 

 

 

L-R Claire Griffith, Betty 
O'Sullivan and daughter Katie 
and 4-month-old granddaughter, 
Darcy!      

The youngest attendee! 

      L-R 505th pilots 
William Moore, 
Robert Irion, Lee 
Steiger and Larry 
Powell. Bill Moore 
and Larry Powell 
ended the war as 
POWs. 
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   L-R Guest of Honor, 
Martin Sheldrick and 
his daughter 
Georgina Sheldrick 
with our CO John 
Henry at the 505th 
Unit Dinner. 

 

 

           L-R Emma Thieme, 
504th pilot Carroll Bennett and 
daughter Carolyn Salsburry 
converse in our Hospitality 
room on 18th floor. 

          L-R Gloria Sams, Nancy Smith 
and Roland E. Smith, Jr. pose for us in 
the ‘Hospitality Room’ overlooking 
Nashville’s International Airfield. 
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Gone but not forgotten 
By Ron Miller, Armorer 505th 

Aloha Steve! 
The following, because of its unique circumstance, has 

remained one of my favorite recollections of the Fowlmere 
experience.   

As a part of the aircraft maintenance activity we had a 505th 
Squadron armament shop set-up in a standard Quonset hut with a 
brick entry.  On the entry wall I had painted a blue-eyed, blond mermaid (bubbles and all) 
who had a sensuous smile intended to touch every G.I.'s heart.  

(Pilots seldom entered those workshops so you perhaps did not see the mermaid.) 
 I had already returned State Side via the point system when the 339th entered 

"stand down" but later learned that when the Quonsets were dismantled, the farmer owning 
the property insisted the wall with the mermaid be left standing, where it remained for 
years until weather eventually reduced it to a heap of rubble. 

 I did not photograph the painting and therefore have no evidence of its existence.  
Someone else may have a picture of it and, of course, I would like a copy of same if there be 
one. 

 Martin Sheldrick was a wee 5-year-old lad at that time but he told a visiting son-in-
law of mine (many years later) that he remembered the mermaid wall. 

 For many, many years now that pretty little creature has stayed a very pleasant visual 
memory for me.   

Aloha! Ron 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

P.S. We found this photo of an anti-aircraft gun installation at the southwest end of 
our airstrip at Fowlmere. The name of the gunner, as I recall, is Russell Heaphy, an Armorer 
in my crew in the 505th FS.  Heaphy was an intelligent, straightforward, dependable individual 
and competent as a Sergeant. Ron                                                                                                                  
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DECEASED 

Richard ‘Robbie’ Robinson, 505th Aircraft Electrician passed away on April 27, 
2003.  
Eugene N. Kaniewski, 504th Armorer passed away following a lengthy illness 
on Sunday afternoon Sept. 7th 2003. 
Anita Miller, spouse of 503rd Armorer Weldon ‘Red’ Miller passed away 
October 4th 2003 
William R. Hubbell, 503 Pilot the newsletter was returned and 
marked deceased. 
Hilda Thompson, Wife of 504th pilot Ralph P. Thompson passed 
away June 2003. 
Cleo Cox, Wife of Fred Cox, ORD passed away on October 
29,2003. 
Maj. Gen. Dale E. Shafer, Jr., USAF Ret., 503 – Squadron CO 
passed away on November 9, 2003. 

Our condolences to all the families - - -                                                   
 

 

   
The following letter from one of our original 503rd pilots John Hauff: -   3/10/03                                                                                   

Dear Steve,                                                                              
I almost addressed you as “Curator” 339th Fighter Group. It 

seems that the events recalled in the newsletter are from a distant 
past that becomes dimmer and dimmer as the years go by. 

I am disappointed that the reunion is not going to be in San 
Diego, the West doesn’t get them very often. I do plan to try to get to 
Nashville. I attended Primary Flight School at Jackson, Tenn. 

I am constantly surprised at how many of the people in the 
newsletter I do not remember. Many of them seem to have joined 
after I returned to the states, probably in November 1944. Al Wyer, 
Robert Brown, Clarence “Geetus” Knott and I joined the 339th at 
Walterboro, SC. I think it was then designated as a Dive Bomber 
Unit and was equipped with A-25s (Navy SB2C or Curtis Hell 
Divers) then we got Bell P-39s and I think the designation was 
changed to a Fighter Group. 

I had the honor???? Of doing a ‘wheels up’ landing in one in 
Walterboro - - - My ass was saved by the Bell Tech Rep who verified 
an electrical problem with the switch and a mechanical problem with the landing gear 
emergency crank. 

Brown went down when the Flight leader ‘Nate’ Folwell got 

 

John Hauff 

Dale E. Shafer 
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vertigo in weather and put the flight into a spiral. Ralph Deary survived. Deary bailed out over 
France and was a POW. I made a very lonely, shaky return to England. Landed at Manston 
and shared after-flight-booze with a B-26 crew who landed ahead of me. 

I used your “Could’a Should’a” speech at the AMVETS Washington State Convention 
last year. I did give the credit you deserve as author, with your permission I would like to use it 
at some of the schools when I talk to the kids. John Hauff 

John I am flattered. Do not worry about giving me credit. It’s the message that 
is important, not the messenger. I am sorry you could not make it to Nashville, 
perhaps we will see you next year in Washington DC. SCA 

J      J      J      J 

Jim Mankie our 8th Air Force Liaison (pilot 503rd) sends me this latest bit of 
family news: -           
Hi Steve, 

 My son Andy is an Army Chief Warrant Officer Fifth with 32 years of service. He 
started out flying Hueys in Viet Nam, while there 
he flew many missions with our Special Forces 
and Montanards.  

He was also in ‘Desert Storm’ flying 
Chinooks (ferrying fuel and supplies up to the 
fast moving troops). 

In between he served tours in Germany, 
during the cold war flying small helicopters for 
border surveillance, and Korea and Hawaii 
(Three years of great duty assigned to the 
Barber's Point Naval operations).  

His last four-year assignment was as CO 
of a 20-person team, stationed in Germany, 
which was responsible for inspection and 
standardization of all the Army air unit 
operations in Europe. In that capacity he got to 
lots of hot spots in Bosnia, Kosovo and 
Macedonia. 

He's had a great career and is on the brink of retirement. At this time he is on temporary 
assignment flying Chinooks with the Nebraska Army National Guard.  

A "Flying Grandfather"!!  
I think he has about 5,500 helicopter hours and he has 26 Air Medals. 
I was glad to see that there’s a lot of interest in our coming reunion as well as a great 

contingent of our British friends. Hopefully it will be another great reunion. Jim 

We had the pleasure of meeting Andy and his brother Jeff at our reunion in 
Nashville! Jeff is a freelance photographer and took many photos at our reunion. We 
will see some of those in future issues, Jim you have much to be proud of. SCA 
 

J      J      J      J 

Andrew Mankie poses for us with his 
Dad at the banquet. 
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 Continued next page  

John Alessi Assistant C/Chief of the 505th was removed from our mailing 
list by error. He contacted me after a year and I sent him back issues of the 
newsletter so that he would be up on the latest news.  

John writes: -                                                8/25/03   
Steve, 

This is a photo of me, ‘belting out’ a few at the V.F.W. Post # 
7122, in Floral City Florida. 

I read all the newsletters you sent me. It brings back many 
memories. 

John Alessi (6N-J) 

 We are happy to see John back on our mailing list 
again. John you should have been with us at the ‘Grand Ole 
Opry’ in Nashville! You could have ‘belted out a few’ with 
Gloria Sams and Carl Ashworth at our banquet dinner 
SCA.   

J      J      J      J 

Leonard Kunz (pilot 504th) sent me pictures of Carroll Bennett in response to 
the article in the last issue. He writes: -                                                             9/7/’03               
Dear Steve, 

It was with great pleasure that I read your fine article about C. W. Bennett, as he was 
my flight leader during my time in 
the UK. Enclosed are copies of the 
photos from my records which you 
or Carolyn can use as you see fit. 

Carroll, whom we called 
‘Buck’ is a straight from the kind of 
life guy who took me as his first 
replacement and taught me all I 
needed to know about combat. My 
most remarkable mission with him 
was in April 1945 when we flew to 
Cheb, Czechoslovakia to strafe a 
makeshift airfield. When we 
arrived, the entire group of 48 
planes peeled off to attack two lines 
of German planes (some obviously 
new). Only light A.A. fire was 
evident at the outset. Farmers 
driving teams of horses waved us 
on. After two passes, Capt. Bennett 
led us away because of the heavy traffic and the need to conserve gas. Another successful 339th 
mission completed. 

Len Kunz  (Written for Leonard by his wife Nora) 

 

        L – R - 504th pilots Leonard A.  Kunz, Carroll W. Bennett, 
Jack L. Barrett & Vernon M. Barto.  

John Alessi –  
‘Belting out a few’ 
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 Len, I made copies for my files and presented the photos to Carroll with your 
letter at Nashville. He was very moved. I’m certain you will hear from him.   SCa       

J      J      J      J 

  A word of thanks from Georgina Sheldrick: -                                       Nov 5, 03 

Hi Steve. 
Georgina here! (Martin's daughter) Hope you're doing well? I just want to 

thank you so much for looking after us in Nashville. Dad and I had a great time 
in the USA and I would love to go back.  

I also want to thank you for the beautiful charm bracelet. I certainly wasn't 
expecting a gift and it was a very nice surprise. 

Best Regards, Georgina 

We also received the following note of thanks from, Martin: -            11/05/03 

Dear Steve, 
First and foremost I must thank everyone for the generosity and kindness 

shown to Georgina and me during our time in Nashville. It was a privilege for us 
to be amongst so many friends and to be honoured as we were. You made us feel 
very much at home. 

For me, it was wonderful just to listen to the reminiscing about wartime 
Fowlmere, but because our airfield is generally so quiet now, it's difficult to grasp 
just how intensely active it once must have been. The place generates a strange 
nostalgia, and for some of us at least, there is an atmosphere, which is tangible. 

We found Washington DC to be a very interesting city and used our limited 
time to see most of the principal sights. Now, having had time to reflect on our 
trip as a whole, both Georgina and I feel we achieved something useful and 
fulfilling. 

Yours sincerely, Martin. 

The pleasure was all ours and the visit was long overdue. We are looking 
forward to your return next year. Sca 

J      J      J      J 

The following sad note from Dorothy Robinson widow of Richard C. Robinson 
505th Aircraft Electrician: - 

Steve, 
I am writing this letter to inform you that Richard Robinson ‘Robbie’ as he 

was to his buddies in the service, passed away on April 27, 2003 of cancer. He 
was told he had cancer in March, so he didn’t suffer too long. It was fast! 
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Richard did not talk too much about his time in the service after he went to 
England. If anyone out there knows anything about it, my family would sure like 
to know. 

We raised three boys, one girl; they gave us nine grandchildren and five 
great grandkids. 

Richard also was a great outdoors person; he hunted, fished, snowmobiled 
for about ten years, until he got too old to handle the machine. 

He was also a great husband and grandfather. 
I am sending the $10 dues, because I enjoy reading about all the things you 

print in the newsletter. I read it from cover to cover.  
Dorothy Robinson 

 Dorothy, May I offer our condolences to you and your family on the loss of 
your husband, Richard. 

To our readers:- If any of you remember our electrician or stories of him. 
Please contact her through me. We would love to hear from you. 

J      J      J      J 

We close with this item from Naples Texas; Elbert E. Shirey (503rd medic) 
sends us a donation with his personal business card, which we have reproduced 
here for your enjoyment. He reminds all that he is 91 years young and proud to have 
served with the 339th Fighter Group. 

 
 

               

 

 

 

 

 

Here! Here! Elbert!  SCA                                                                            

 

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR DUES THIS YEAR? 
Remember only veterans of Fowlmere need pay the $10 (tax-deductible) dues.  

Newsletter Circulation – 427, 396 - USA, 31- Overseas 
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We thank the following members for their generous donations: - 
     $50 Robert J. Frisch, - $90 James L. Wells, Jr., - $40 Edward C. Epp, - $35 
Frank D. Guernsey, - $90 Primo Zambardo, - $60 John P. Wilson, - $20 Elbert E. 
Shirey, - $35 Duane S. Larson, - $30 Gary H. Weinhold, - $20 Harold J. Kotora, - 
$30 Frances R. French, - $20 Gordon P. Lusky, - $35 Carl E. Cloud, - $20 Herbert 
L. Caywood, - $20 Marshall E. Cole, - $60 Clarence I. Ferrell, - $ 50 Lawrence 
Powell, - $20 Anders S. Billing, - $25 Beverly French, - $25 Lois Kaniewski, - $26 
Michael Tarling, - $50 Robert Malarz, - $400 Francis R. Gerard, - $50 Kenneth 
Sylvester, - $20 Judy Sirochman, - $100 Dr. Adriana Stolte Gerard,  - $150 Lee 
‘Dutch’ Eisenhart, $20 Maxine Henry.                                                                                                                                                                                                             

 
                                                                                                        

 Make the following additions or changes to your new mailing list: - 
Change: - 

Members 
ADELMAN, SANFORD, 505 – Son of Crew Chief, Ron Epstein, 
6463 FRAMPTON CIRCLE, HUNTINGTON BEACH, CA 92648-6512 
FILLMORE, Mrs. FRANCIS P., ORD, 
P.O. Box 6, ANTWERP, OH 45813-0006 
ZAMBARDO, PRIMO T., 503 - Homing Station Operator 
197 OLD FARM ROAD, FAIRFIELD, CT 06825-2033 (New Zip Code) 
FRENCH, Mrs. FRANCES R., 503 – Widow of pilot, 
7 Canal Rd. Apt 285, Suffield, CT 06078 
ORCUTT, Jr., LEON M., 504th – Pilot, 
4837 CEDAR SPRINGS Rd., Apt. 325, DALLAS, TX 75219-1297 
PAPPAS, JIM, 503 – Nephew of baker,  
3317 N. BAYVIEW Lane, McHENRY, IL 60050 
CONLEY, Mrs. BEVERLY, GRP - Widow of Sterling, 
51013 DORSTAN Drive, OAKHURST, CA 93644-8630, 
Add: - 
BENNETT, STARLEEN, 504 – Daughter-in-law of Pilot, 
1021 138th Street E., TACOMA, WA 98445, Jeff 
KIRBY, JO ANNE, 504 – Daughter of Pilot, 
14508 SE 20th Place, BELLEVUE, WA 98007 
STOLTE, ALDO J., 503 – Son of pilot, 
1017 17th Ave. South, NASHVILLE, TN 37212, Sue 
Delete: - 
PAUL, Mrs. ROBERT H., 505 – Widow of pilot. 
HUBBELL, WILLIAM R., Pilot – 503                                                                                       
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Ananian, Stephen 505 
Ananian, Isabel 505 

Ashworth, Carl 505 
Bennett, Carroll 504 
Bennett, Starleen 504 

Salsburry, Carolyn 504 
Kirby, Jo Anne 504 

Bryan, Jr., Wiliam E. 503 
Bryan, Ollie 503 

Bryan, III, William E. 503 
Bryan, IV, William E. 503 

Bryan, Karen 503 
Bundgaard, Chris 505 

Berry, Elizabeth 505 
Vanderkolk, Margaret 505 
Bundgaard, Mark 505 
Bundgaard, Sandy 505 
Bundgaard, Vic 505 

Wicks, Elizabeth 505 
Burns, Robert 505 
Burns, Carol 505 

Chetneky, Irene 503 
Clark, Dorothy HQ 
Clark, Sharon HQ 

Clark, Jr., William HQ 
Clark, Chris HQ 

Eiswald, Joyce HQ 
Eiswald, Larry HQ 
Cohen, Carol 504 
Cohen, Gilbert 504 

Cole,  Nara. HQ 
Cole, Marshall HQ 
Cole, Myrtle  HQ 
Cole, Ronald  HQ 
Cox, Fred HQ 

Davidson, Jim 503 
Simpson, Ann  503 

Davis, Peter UK 
Delisio, James 503 
Delisio, Ruth 503 

Eisenhart, Lee 504 
Epp, Edward 504 
Epp, Rita 504 

Ferrell, Clarence 503 
Ferrell, Lance 503 
Ferrell, Randy 503 
Ferrell, Tim 503 

Frisch, Robert 503 
Gerard, Adriana 503 
Gerard, Francis R. 503 

Lobertini, Diana 503 
Lobertini, Steve 503 

Stolte, Aldo J. 503 
Stolte, Sue 503 
Gertz, Earl HQ 

Amidon, Judy HQ 
Gibbs, Bertie UK 
Gibbs, Rita UK 

Graham, Gerald 505 
Graham, Mary 505 
Tarling, Graham 505 
Tarling, Rachel 505 
Tarling, Mike 505 
Tarling, Teresa 505 
Wilkie, Will 505 
Wilkie, Cathie 505 
Griffith, Claire 504 

Sutherland, Helen 503 
Haidle, Elmer 503 
Harris, John UK 
Harris, Laurina UK 
Henry, John HQ 
Henry, Maxine HQ 

Irion, Robert 505 
Jeffries, Paul UK 

Joe, George 503 
Joe, Jean 503 

Malarz, Chet 505 
Malarz, Mary 505 
Mankie, Andy 503 
Mankie, James 503 
Mankie, Jeff 503 
Angell, Dorothy 503 
Miller, Weldon 503 

Moore, William 505 
Olander, Donald 505 
Olander, Shirley 505 

Olsen, Warren  Ord  
Olsen, Gladys Ord  

O'Sullivan, Betty 504 
Mendonon, Katie 504 
Mendonon, Darcy 504 

Perry, Lova Lee 503 
Perry, William 503 

Marbach, Tressa 503 
Poutre, Rex 503 
Powell, Larry 505 
Raines, Teddie 505 
Raines, William 505 
Randall, Peter UK 
Roach, Nancy 505 
Roach, John 505 
Roach, Kanning 505 

Russ, Alan 503 
Sams, Gloria 503 
Sams, Thomas 503 

Sheldrick, Georgina UK 
Sheldrick, Martin UK 

Smith, Dorotha 504 
Smith, Nancy 504 
Smith, Roland 504 

Smith, Jr., Roland 504 
Steiger, Leroy 505 

Stephenson, Beth 503 
Stephenson, Enoch 503 
Stephenson, Fred 503 
Stephenson, John 503 
Stephenson, Louise 503 
Stephenson, Mattie 503 
Stephenson, Pam 503 
Stephenson, Will  503 

Sylvester, Ken 503 
Thieme, Emma 505 
Thieme, Richard 505 

Wells, James L. HQ 
Wells, James S. HQ 
White, Carol 505 
White, Thomas 505 

Willard, Ken 504 
Willard, Terry 504 

Williams, David RC 
Wilson, John 503 

Zambardo, Hilda  503 
Zambardo, Primo 503 

Total attendees 135  
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 
 
 

To: - 
            Mailing Address 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           

 
 
 
 

" - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - MAILING LIST UPDATE FORM  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
 
 

Check your name and address on the mailing label. Make certain it is correct. If not, fill out 
this form and mail to me at the address below. If you wish to pay dues you may also use this form. 

o Please accept my donation of $10 for my dues payment to the 339th FGA. 
(All donations are ‘Tax Exempt’.) 

o Please add my name to the mailing list. 

339th Fighter Group Association, Inc. 
C/o S. C. Ananian 
4 North Orchard Farms Ave. 
Simpsonville, SC 29681-4866 

NAME _____________________________________________________ 
                          First                               Middle                    Last               
ADDRESS __________________________________________________ 
CITY _________________________ STATE _________ ZIP _________ 

Phone (if you wish) ________________________ 

Email __________________________________       

 

Clip here 
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