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The following is an excerpt from a story as E-mailed to your editor by “The Military Gallery”. 

Honoring the 60th Anniversary of the End of WW II 
PART ONE THE USAAF IN EUROPE 1942 – 1945 

In the final days of World War II in the spring of 1945, Nicolas Trudgian's fine new 
painting shows P-51 Mustangs of the 339th Fighter Group led by 505th Operations Officer 
Maj. Archie Tower (“Lucky Boy” 6N-D) “buzzing” the deserted mountain retreat of Adolf 
Hitler high in the Bavarian Alps - a compelling Limited Edition to mark the 60th anniversary 
of the end of hostilities. Capt James G. Robinson in 6N-E "Little One II" is shown flying 
Archie's wing. 

“Mustangs over the Eagles Nest” - - -    by aviation artist Nicolas Trudgian 
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The Ad continues, “This majestic aviation image conveys the poignant irony of the 

greatest lost cause in human history, with P-51 Mustangs (of the 339th Fighter Group) 
providing a fitting symbol of victory over tyranny.” 

“To mark the 60th anniversary of the end of World War II Nicolas Trudgian has 
announced an exciting new print trilogy with a unique format. To accompany Nick’s stunning 
new painting MUSTANGS OVER THE EAGLE’S NEST, this hugely talented artist has 
specially painted four extra images featuring aircraft from all four American Air Forces that 
served in Europe during WWII. Featured are a B-17 Fortress from the 8th Air Force, a P-47 
Thunderbolt from the 9th Air Force, a B-26 Marauder of the 12th Air Force, and a B-24 
Liberator from the 15th Air Force. Each individual work of art, a painting in its own right, is 
beautifully reproduced as part of the limited edition print and is accompanied by the 
signatures of highly regarded pilots who flew each type in combat. This is the first edition in 
the new Trilogy to commemorate the 60th Anniversary of the end of World War II.” 

“Joining artist Nicolas Trudgian, every print of Mustangs over the Eagles Nest is 
individually signed in pencil by FIVE highly decorated USAAF pilots who flew combat in the 
European theatre during World War II.  Including that of our own Colonel Lawrence J. Powell 
- 8th Air Force”. (Larry was paid $1 for each print he signed. A total of $575 for signing, - - 
which he then donated to us. Thanks Larry!)                                                      
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We Mourn Your Loss! 
By William C. Clark, Jr., son of our CO 

As members and associates of the 339th Fighter Group we offer 
our condolences to the people of England in this time of their loss to 
the supra-national forces of Islamic fanaticism. - A visitation of hate 
with which we in this country are also quite familiar. This is not the 
first group of madmen to attempt to intimidate and demoralize the 
English population. As sixty-five years before, they picked on the wrong 
people. The international press with their terror apologists and anti-
American/UK worldview, which emboldens such acts of wanton murder, 

also does not get it. 
There is proven steel in the English 

character that will not allow terrorists and 
madmen to succeed, that will unite the whole of 
the United Kingdom as nothing else, and will bite 
back with the tenacity of the proverbial British 
bulldog. The 339th has been to England, fought 
and died in the skies of Europe, and has forged 
friendships “over there” that have stood the test 
of time. We have no better friends than the 
English, and we know better than most the 
reaction and resolve that will result from these 
acts of terror. Hopefully the rest of the world 
will wake from their stupor and realize they need 
to pick a side in this war on terror. It’s them or 
us! There’s no doubt where the English stand - 
they are beside us. 

For those who lost friends and family in the 
Tube and bus in London we collectively offer our 
prayers and hope that this tragic loss will not be 
in vain. Let none of us in the free world ever take 
for granted our precious freedoms, and when 
challenged let us respond like the British have 
proven they can.  

 
“God save the Queen! - - And pass the ammunition!”                         

 

William C. Clark, Jr.

 

Injured Londoner on seven seven –  
AP / Edmund Terakopian
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A Brief History 
An excerpt from the 339th’s history by our CO as written in our book.  

By John B. Henry, Jr., CO 339th FG 

  
The 339th Fighter Group began its existence at Hunter 

Field, Savannah, Georgia, on 10 August 1942 as the 339th 
Bombardment Group [Dive]. 

The Group moved at reduced strength on 6 February 1943 
to Drew Field, Tampa, Florida (the current Tampa International 
Airport). In the next few months personnel and equipment were 
assigned to bring the Group up to strength while flying A-24 
(Douglas Dauntless) and A25 (the Curtiss Helldiver) aircraft. On 3 
July 1943 the 339th moved to Walterboro, South Carolina, and 
began conversion to a fighter-bomber group. Dive-bomber pilots 
were transferred out and replaced by fighter pilots, and P-39 
aircraft began to arrive. 

On 12 August 1943, I, then a lieutenant colonel, received 
orders to proceed to Walterboro to assume command of the group. On that day I fell into 
more good luck than I deserved. I was about to have the privilege of being a part of one of 
the best flying organizations in the U.S. Army Air Forces. I was told of the Group's 
conversion underway, and the bottom line was that we had three weeks to complete the 
manning, equipping and organizing of various squadrons and support elements. We would then 

Lt/Col. John B. Henry, Jr.

 

 

A-25 Dive Bomber of the 339th Bombardment Group (Dive) based at Drew Field, Tampa, FL - February 1943 
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move all of it to the California desert to provide air support to ground troops training in the 
Army's Desert Maneuver Area. When I heard we were expected to be at Rice Field, 
California, in thirty days, I had grave misgivings about being able to accomplish such a 

gargantuan task. To move a well-established group from east to west coast in thirty days 
might have been a reasonable task, but for one that was still converting to fighters, it 
seemed questionable. Nevertheless, we had no choice but to do our best to comply. I was 
announced as commander of the 339th Bombardment Group (Dive) on 17 August 1943 and the 
339th changed its name to 339th Fighter Bomber Group on 20 August 1943 with three re-
designated squadrons - the 503rd, 504th and 505th Fighter Bomber Squadrons. 

I will be grateful always to the commanders of units from which the pilots and aircraft 
came. I could not have done better if given the privilege of making the selections. We 
received 65 top-notch pilots, including the five bomber pilots who remained to fly fighters. I 
saw no substandard officers or "hangar queen" aircraft being passed to the 339th. Through 
the super-human efforts of a group of highly motivated people, many of whom were working 
together for the first time, we made it. The ground elements departed by rail and forty-nine 
P-39 aircraft flew out on 10 Sept 1943, arriving at Rice Field on 17 Sept 1943.                        

 
339th Fighter Group Lapel Pins 

This polished pewter four-colored Cloisonné lapel pin is a thing of 
beauty! Only 7/8 of an inch in diameter it looks like a piece of fine 
jewelry. The price is $10 for each pin. Profits go to the 339th FGA. Please 
add $2 per order (not per pin) to cover the cost of shipping. Just drop me 
a line with a check to the return address on this newsletter and tell me 
how many pins you want.                                                         

                   
HAVE YOU PAID YOUR DUES FOR THIS YEAR? 

 

 

Actual size! 

 

   Above left A-25 of the 339th Bombardment Group (Dive) at Drew Field in Tampa, FL. These rare photos 
are from Clarence Shockley, 505th Crew Chief. Above right – insignia for Drew Field.   
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Sixty-One Years Ago! 
Staff Columnist, pilot 505thFS 

This column is being drafted on the 29th of July, a fateful date 
sixty-one years ago in 339th history. On that day we flew an escort 
mission to the synthetic oil plant at Merseburg, Germany. Enemy 
aircraft rose to oppose us, and we scored several kills - at the cost of 
three group pilots.  

Lost were two 504th pilots, Ray Atteberry and Fred Rutan (who scored two kills before 
being shot down.) Both became POWs and Fred Rutan later became a member of our 
association. Also lost was Chris Hanseman, 505th pilot and the only group ace at the time. 
Chris was killed after striking the ground while strafing two JU-52 transports in a field in 
the target area. He was still a few days short of his 20th birthday, being one of only three or 
four U.S. teenage aces during World War II.   

Chris was one of my closest buddies 
and I still feel his loss. 

On the subject of losses, - our 
association has just recently lost several key 
members. In 1982 I was searching for pilot 
Steve Chetneky when I located his wife 
Irene, only to learn that Steve had been 
killed in a F -86 crash in 1950. I told Irene 
of our association and invited her to attend 
our Cincinnati reunion that fall. 

She decided to join us and 
did not miss a single reunion since 
- until the one last fall in 
Washington DC because of ill 
health. Irene died earlier this 
year and will be missed by all who 
knew and admired her. 

We also recently lost 
Kenneth Sylvester, 503rd aircraft 
maintenance supervisor. Ken is 
another who attended most of our 
reunions with wife Honey prior to 

 

   

Left to Right- Jeanne Wood, Mary Williams (our Red 
Cross girls) and Irene Chetneky 

 

Left to Right – Chris Hanseman, 505th, Ray 
Atteberry, 504th and Fred Rutan, 504th. 
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her death. He located several members for us and corresponded regularly with me over the 
years. Ken was another solid supporter we will miss at future reunions. 

Another sad loss to our association is that of Earl Gertz, dental technician to dentist 
Howard Hauss. Earl said he cranked on the generator which provided power to Dr. Hauss' 

drill at Fowlmere, a job today's dental assistants would not understand. He lived not far from 
the Champlin Fighter Museum and American Fighter Aces Museum until they were moved to 
the Museum of Flight in Seattle two years ago. Earl was a great friend who sent me the 
"Arizona Highways" annual calendars with many photos of special places in Arizona. It hurts 
to lose so many of our key supporters to the Grim Reaper, but let's face it - we are all 
beyond life expectancy for our generation.                                                        

 
 

 
We thank the following members for their generous donations - 

         Dianna Thomasian $15, Stanley Bloomberg $36, Henry Pence $51, 
Edward Herter $25, Shirley Bean $25, E. E. Shirey $19, Dutch Eisenhart $66, V. 
Sookikian $21, Anita Landry $34, Warren Olsen $20, Regis Urschler $40, Edward 
Purzycki $30, Robert E. Irion $60, Bud Winnett $20, Gary H. Weinhold $56, 
Enoch Stephenson $25, Lawrence J. Powell $575, James L. Wells, Jr. $60, 

Francis R. Gerard $500, Constance Little $16, Thomas White $60. 
In Memory Of - - - 

We have received $54 in Lieu of flowers for 505th pilot 
Vernon D. Carr from John Tarbox, Edward Herter and Shirley 
Bean. Patricia Solley donates $72 in memory of her beloved 
husband George.                                                                                         

Above Left - Earl and Mary Lou Gertz and Right - Ken and Honey Sylvester. 
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Annual Madingley ceremony 
honors Americans lost in  

World War II 
         By Senior Airman Wes Auldridge,  

Public Affairs 
(Excerpts from the story as reported in “Jet 
48” - Newsletter of the 48th Fighter Wing at 
Lakenheath) 

The Cambridge American Military 
Cemetery at Madingley welcomed RAF 
Lakenheath and RAF Mildenhall Airmen 
to pay tribute to U.S. military veterans 
during a Memorial Day ceremony 
Monday. The ceremony was held in honor of the 3,812 men and women laid to rest in the 
cemetery after losing their lives in World War II. Maj. Michael Vogel, ceremonies project 
officer, said, “Even chilling winds and a steady downpour of rain could not keep almost 2,000 
people from attending, This year’s ceremony gave us the opportunity to remember and pay 
tribute to all those who lost and continue to lose their lives in the struggle for freedom.”  

The ceremony began with the Joint Analysis Center Honor Guard from RAF 
Molesworth posting Colors and the U. S. Air Forces in Europe Band playing of the British and 
U.S. National Anthems. - - - Lt. Col. John Srode, 48th Fighter Wing Chaplain, gave the 
invocation. Following the invocation were the key speakers Mr. 
Hugh Duberly, Her Majesty’s Lord-Lieutenant of 
Cambridgeshire and Mr. David Johnson, Charge d’ Affaires 
A.I., U.S. Embassy in London. Following the speeches, the 
presentation of floral decorations took place. (Martin 
Sheldrick representing the 339th FG laid a wreath at the 
“Wall of the Missing” and Peter Randall was there also at the 
ceremonies representing the 355th FG. - Editor) 

According to Airman 1st Class Andrew Brammeier, 48th 
Medical Group and volunteer with the event, this was the 
highlight of the ceremonies. “It was a good memorial and a fitting ceremony to honor the 
fallen,” he said. “In the Air Force you don’t often get an organized time to come together, 
stop and realize what service means. I really enjoyed the ceremony even with the rain.”  

The event concluded with the firing of volleys, - taps, - an F-15 fly-by in a “Missing 
Man” formation and WW II Mustangs from the American Air Museum in Duxford saluting 
the fallen airmen with a fly-by.                                                                                                  

         Bagpiper Gary Kernaghan plays in tribute to the fallen 
with a background of crosses and stars marking their graves.  

 (Photo by Airman 1st Class Stacie Good)

 

 

       Two Mustangs fly-by the 
Chapel at Madingley. 
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          Liberty Wing members prepare to hand over the wreaths which 
representatives from base and local groups will lay in remembrance at 
the base of the “Wall of the Missing”.  

(Photo by Airman 1st Class Stacie Good)

        Martin Sheldrick, 339 FGA 
member. The owner of “Manor 
Farm”, our field in Fowlmere. 

Martin Sheldrick donated this lovely 
Wreath honoring our departed 339th FG 
comrades.  Photo by Peter Randall

         F-15Cs from Lakenheath fly-
over in the “Missing Man” formation. 

 

 

 

    48th Fighter Wing, Team Liberty. I guess 
today’s version of the “Eagle Squadron.” 
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Homicide Bombers - Today’s Buzz Bombs? 
By Stephen C. Ananian, Editor 

“Never ever, ever, ever, ever, ever, ever, ever, ever, ever, ever, ever, ever, ever give up!” 
- - - Sir Winston Churchill 

Fifty-five innocent Londoners were killed on July seventh! Four years ago on 
September eleventh nearly 3,000 innocent Americans died in the World Trade Center. 

There are those that wish to build a museum on the site of the “Twin Towers.” 
 Not I! New York City has enough museums. - As a born and bred New Yorker who 

watched daily as the twin towers was being built, I say – “Build the same structure – on the 
same spot – but much taller!” – “For the entire world to see that - 

We will Never, Ever Give Up!”                                                          

 

New York City - Nine Eleven! London - Seven Seven!
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By Stephen C. Ananian, pilot 505th                 
Looks like our reunion in Tampa will be another one for the books! 

Just received a call from John and Laurina Harris in England. They are 
all fired up and looking forward to seeing you all once again. After the 
reunion they will rent a Harley Davidson Motorcycle and intend to “Bike” 
on down to the Florida Keys.  

The reservations keep coming in and for your convenience; we have provided a single 
sheet, two-page “Center Fold Supplement” with a brief outline of reunion information. That 
will make this newsletter 22 pages, the largest to date! I plan to mail this issue two weeks 
early hopefully to remind you “old-timers” to make your reservations early! Remember, - 

Deadline for your Hotel reservations is Sept. 13th! 
Martin Sheldrick reports that regulations of the EU (European Union) classified the 

WW II B-17, Sally “B” as an airliner because of its’ weight. Sally “B” has been “flying over” 
for the Memorial Day Ceremonies for years. This classification change made the cost of 
insurance prohibitive so the Sally “B” did not participate in the ceremonies this year. Instead 
two P-51s from the American Museum in Britain at Duxford substituted in its’ place. Four F-
15Cs from the 48th Fighter Wing at Lakenheath performed a fly-by in the “Missing Man” 
Formation. Martin comments, “However, despite this new rule supposedly affecting the whole 
of the EU, B-17 “Pink Lady” and operating in France, is being allowed to fly as normal. The 
word ‘hypocrisy’ springs to mind!”  

We are once again indebted to Martin for representing the 339th Fighter Group in the 
wreath laying ceremonies at the base of the “Wall of The Missing” at Madingley. We offered 
Martin our thanks and attempted to pay for the beautiful wreath but he merely answered, 
“Your message of appreciation is ample recompense!” - Again Martin, we say, “Thank you!” 

In spite of the pouring rain, they reported a turnout of over two thousand at 
Madingley. Peter Randall representing the 355th FG was there also. Peter has visited and 
photographed the gravesites of members of the 339th in Ardennes and Henri Chappel in 
Belgium. We show some of the results of his efforts on pages 12-13. We cannot thank our 
friends in England enough for always being there when we need them. 

Found another new member of our group. Received a phone call from ninety-year-old 
504th Armorer, Woodrow K. Salgren. Woodrow is suffering from Alzheimer’s. He got my name 
from the VFW – Did not know we were in existence - I filled him in on our organization, sent 
him our June Newsletter and added his name to the mailing list. Any of you that may wish to 
contact him – his address is on our “Roster Updates” on page 19. 

Once again we are looking forward to seeing you next month in Tampa! Until then - 

 “Blue Skies”                                                                 
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By Peter Randall, 

By Peter Randall, 
Honorary member of the 339th FGA 

June 9, ‘05 Belgium: - Just returned from spending a week with the 
French side of the family on neutral ground (Belgium).  As we were in 
the Ardennes, I took the opportunity of going to the American Military 
Cemetery as well as the one at Henri Chappel.  

 I visited and photographed, all of the graves of 339th men laid to 
rest there. I then saluted them with thanks from myself and all of you, 
their comrades of the 339th Fighter Group.   

On the wall that lists “The Missing” at Henri Chappel there are 
only two names of the 339th personnel - 2/Lt. Floyd P. Heneghan, 505th 
and 2/Lt Arthur H. Steier 503rd. The inscriptions read 339th Fighter Bomber Group; it 
became 339th Fighter Group late in May 44, however there were nine of the 339th buried at 
Ardennes.  I have photographed the markers for you in case you ever need them. I also took 
a couple of shots of the grounds.  Sorry about the quality of the photos of the "missing" 
inscriptions but I could do nothing about their position high up on the columns and the angle 
of the sunlight. (Not too bad Peter, they are shown just below. Editor)                                     

 

 

 

The inscriptions above are from "The Wall of the Missing" at Henri Chappel. 

The Ardennes Military Cemetery 

 
 

Peter Randall 
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Since all the graves appear the same and due to lack 
of space, I can show only two of the nine graves here.  

It was difficult to make out the inscriptions as 
photographed, due to the lighting and the color (white on 
white). Above are my computer-enhanced images of all the 
headstones. Editor                                      Capt. Richard B. Olander 

1/Lt. Joseph Wolfort 
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The Oldest Pilot in the 339th? 
By J. Larry Sutton, pilot 504th 

During the war, I was probably the oldest pilot in the 
Group. I was 25 at that time and Col. Henry was 26 (and Don 
Larson 27 Ed.). The rest of you were kids by comparison! 

Except for Frank Stillwell I hardly knew pilots in the other 
squadrons. Probably because of the age difference, I didn't stay 
about the base on our free days. I enjoyed bicycling and usually 
went to London on our two-day holidays. One day while riding to 
London I joined up with a young English cyclist. He was a very 
interesting chap and quite friendly. His name was Harold – Harold 

Wilson. I saw him several times before I left England. He told me that he was going to run 
for a seat in the Commons. However, I had no contact with him although I noted that he had 
become prime minister.  

In 1954 or ‘55 I was sent to London to work with an English 
strategic studies outfit and spent a year in London. I had no intention of 
approaching Harold Wilson, but a member of the group we dealt with 
came in one day saying that he had been sent over to work for the prime 
minister. He didn't know him, he said: “I never met him.” I happened to 
mention that I knew him.  

A few weeks later he came by to tell me that I would soon receive 
an invitation from the prime minister. I did! - I was to come to No. 10 
Downing Street at a certain time, which happened to be when they were 
having a parade that was carried out yearly in the area behind No 10. My 
wife and I showed up and sat in the front row beside Wilson and his wife and later joined 
others at the Prime Minister’s Residence, Ten Downing Street.  

Wilson showed me around the business end of Number Ten - finally showing us out at 
the top of the stairs leading down to the street below. This descent had the photos of all 
the prime ministers of the past on the walls. Pointing to one of the top ones he said, "If it 
wasn't for this man I would be the youngest prime minister since Peel." I don't remember 
having any further relation with Harold Wilson and he has died since. 

I retired from the Air Force after thirty years and am here in San Antonio, - Air 
Force Village II with several hundred other retirees. 

My wife Terry and I no longer travel. - - -                                           

                   
HAVE YOU PAID YOUR DUES FOR THIS YEAR? 

Lt. J. Larry Sutton, 504th 

 

Prime Minister 
Harold Wilson 
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Being a Civilian – No Bed of Roses! 
By Ron Miller, 505th Armorer 

You will, of course, remember the complaint, - 
“The trouble with Yanks is: They are overpaid, - they are 

oversexed - and they are over here - - -“ 
I think perhaps many of our troops were not fully aware of how 

distressing the British war effort had really become (from the economic 
standpoint).  

For example, I talked with a couple of their 'flying sergeants' at 
the British Red Cross in Cambridge.  They were pilots of the Lancaster bomber and their 
government could no longer afford the cost of officer rank and pay for many of their pilots.  

Another example, a pub keeper in Shepreth would share his meager ration of single 
malt scotch with me but wasn't allowed enough for general consumption across the bar.  

But most distressing of all was the extreme rationing of food.  I became acquainted 
with a family by name of Wagstaff.  Their standard 
main meal of the day was tea and toast and the 
meager heat from a small fireplace heated the 
whole house. They became very appreciative of the 
butter and such other items I would scrounge from 
our mess hall.  

Those were only a sampling of what the 
common people endured.  It was understandable 
that our cocky, boisterous, strutting, flaunting 
manner was not to be enjoyed by them.  Nor by 
anyone else not having the good fortune that we 
did.  (The British reputedly are a rather reserved 
culture - except their passion for pomp and 
ceremony).  

I think much of the error in our behavior was 
probably due to the fact that we were not 
adequately informed about the extreme situation of 
the war effort as it was imposed upon their 
citizenry.  

Hindsight, of course, is always the superior! Aloha,                                  

                   
Only veterans of Fowlmere need pay the $10 dues. 

 

“Steak Again?”        - - - by Ron Miller 
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DECEASED 

  Irene Chetneky, 503rd – Beloved widow of pilot Stephen Chetneky. “She died of a 
long illness April 13, 2005 at Robert Wood Johnson Hospital at Hamilton, N.J. She was very 
proud to be a part of the 339th FGA for many years.” (At our reunion in Nashville Irene 
informed me she was not feeling well and probably would not be able to attend any 
future reunions. – Editor).                 – Wayne Zelevak, nephew 

Vito S. Claps, crew chief 505th – “I am sorry to inform you that my husband of 57 
years, Vito passed away on May 13, 2005. He would have been 85 years old on July 15th. I 
will miss him very much.”                        – Mary Claps 

Vernon Douglas Carr, pilot 505th - 81, passed away on May 25, 2005, at Caritas 
Good Samaritan Medical Center, Brockton, MA. “Vernon flew my wing and protected my 
“Tail” many times. He was a great pilot and a good friend.”   – S. Ananian 

William W. Polich, ORD –Newsletter returned marked, “Passed away May 29, 2005.” 

Kenneth Charles Sylvester, aircraft maintenance 503rd – “Dad passed away at 
10a.m. on Monday June 13. He had been recovering from the hip surgery rather well and 
then took a turn for the worse on June 6.  - - I am certain he is now home with Mom.” 

– Carrie Sylvester Buch (Daughter) 
Earl R. Gertz, dental assistant HQ – “His son called to say he had died on June 15, 

2005. He was a veteran of many reunions and shall be missed.”        – Jim Wells, Jr. 

James A. Mankie, pilot 503rd – “It is with great sorrow I tell you my dad passed away 
this morning Aug 3, 2005 at 8:20 AM after his long battle with Chronic Obstructive 
Pulmonary Disease.  He was a great man as was typical of your generation and will be 
greatly missed.  With a strong will, he fought the disease until the end.  His passing was 
peaceful and without discomfort at the Hospice of the Piedmont Home in Charlottesville, 
Virginia.”                                                    - Andrew Mankie 

We offer our condolences to all the families –                                                       

  Irene Chetneky               Vernon D. Carr             Ken C. Sylvester           Earl R. Gertz           James A. Mankie 
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 Continued next page  

  

         An excerpt from a letter from 503rd pilot Francis R. Gerard:-  
Dear Steve,                                                                                   July 05, 2005 

- - - “It is distressing to learn of the passing of our stalwart comrades, 
their wives or children. We can talk ourselves into acceptance of the age and 
time and the too familiar occurrences thereof - - - but it doesn't make it any 
easier.”  

“All we can do in our own way is to pray, remember, thank them and 
most importantly respect their meaningful contributions to this Nation.”  

“They were part of the Greatest Generation and they were our friends 
and buddies.”  

“Blue Skies”, Frank 
Frank you say it so well! I thank you for your constant support! Steve                            

             

Eighth Air Force Aviation Historian Roger Freeman writes: - 
Dear Steve,                                                                                        2/06/2005 

A point of interest re the article on Reppas (if I remember the spelling 
correctly).  The photo showing him with buddies and bikes beside a 
signpost.  I know exactly where that post is/was, at least 50 miles if not 
more from Fowlmere up in Norfolk County. Can't believe the boys made that 
pedaling from Fowlmere, and it suggests that Rappas served at another 
base that way sometime while he was over here.  

Cheers, Roger. 

Could they have run over for a spot of Tea? S.C.A. 

             
Sixty-one years later I received this letter about my past! 

Dear Mr. Ananian,                                                                             6/4/05 
 I've been searching the Internet this past week for information 

about the three ships my late father served in during World War II.  The 
last of these seems to have been the trawler/minesweeper HMS George 
Adgell. 

 I was astonished to come across your account of your rescue from 
the North Sea by this ship in October 1944, because I can remember him 
telling me something about this when I was young. He generally talked 
little about his wartime experiences - mostly the upbeat occurrences. 

 I wonder if you remember him?  His name was Harry Douthwaite 
and I've always understood that he was the "George Adgell's" 1st 
Lieutenant. 

 Yours sincerely, Harry Warren  

This E-mail is from the son of an officer on board the 

 

Roger Freeman 

 

1/Lt. Harry 
Douthwaite 

 

 

Francis Gerard
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minesweeper that rescued me when I was down in the North Sea. After that ordeal I 
do not remember their faces – but I do remember this - the whole crew stood at 
attention and saluted as I departed - What a thrill it is to hear from Harry! My letter in 
response was far too long for this newsletter. I am forever indebted to them. S.C.A. 

                                                           
Charles Nethaway sends us this announcement! 

Charles D. Nethaway, Jr., son of Capt. Charles D. Nethaway of HQ, 
339thFG, is retiring from Federal service after nearly 37 years.  Six years 
of service were in the Army as an enlisted Russian linguist, almost three 
years in northern Germany.  This was followed by more than thirty years 
in information technology at the Department of the Interior.   

Nethaway plans to work on restoring some of then Capt. 
Nethaway's negatives, photos, and news articles once he settles into 
retirement and acquires more digital photo and scanning equipment.   

The late Capt. Nethaway, who made Lt. Col. as an active reservist 
in the Air Force before he died in 1957, was survived by his wife, Betty, 
who lives in Denver, and his son, Rowland, who is a senior editor and 
columnist in Waco, Texas, working for the Waco Tribune-Herald.  The 
entire family is very interested in the materials that they have preserved 

from the early days of the 339th FG.  

 Looking forward to seeing the results of your effort! S.C.A. 

                                                           

 From Roland W. Smith’s (pilot 504) daughter-in-Law, 
Nancy comes this happy note! 
Hi Steve,                                                                                          5/21/05 

 Here are a couple of pictures of Jeff and Karen from their wedding 
on April 1, 2005.  It took place on Navarre Beach in Navarre, FL.  They 
hope to be at the reunion in Tampa but Jeff may be deployed again at 
that time. 

Nancy Smith 

 Good luck to the Bride and Groom! As we Armenians say, 
“May you grow old together on one pillow.” S.C.A. 

                                           
 From Dave Williams, son of our Red Cross director Mary Williams: - 

Dear Steve,                                                                                  April 16, 2005  
Your March Newsletter was a real gem! They are always great – but 

somehow that one really hit home. I will miss Gilly, Ollie, and Betty – but I know 
they would be happy to see the rest of the 339th family carrying on. Your newsletter 
stories are inspiring in a way that helps me understand the spirit of the 339th. 
Take Care - Dave Williams 

 

 

Charles D. 
Nethaway, Jr. 

Capt. & Mrs.  
Jeffery Smith 
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  Looking forward to our meeting in Tampa! S.C.A.  
              

A note from the pilot and owner of the P-51 “Gunfighter” reads: - 

Steve, 
Great Newsletter! 
This and the 55th FG and 332nd ASG 

newsletters are the best I’ve seen. Thanks to 
“Dutch” (Lee Eisenhart 504th FS) for enrolling 
me. Here’s a donation to help keep it coming. 

Brig. Gen. Regis F. A. Urschler (Retired) 

Thank you for the kind words and 
the check! S.C.A.                                                                                                                              

 
                                                                                                     

 Make the following additions or changes to your new mailing list: - 
                                                                        Change: - 
Courtney, William H., 504 – Crew chief, 304 Sutton Way Apt 27, Grass Valley, CA 95945 
Solley, Mrs. Patricia, 504 – Widow of armorer, 1610 Sycamore Rd. Apt 8,  
Montoursville, PA 17754-9536 
Carr, Mrs. Zola, 505th Widow of pilot, 33 Circuit Ave., Pocasset, MA 02559 
Howland, Josephine, 505th Daughter of V. Carr pilot, 2666 NH Route 16, Albany, NH 03818 
Harry, Wade J., 505th Son of pilot, 13440 Lafayette St., Thornton, CO 80241 
Register, Mrs. JoAlys “Judy”, 505th Widow of Crew Chief Dave, 
 2041 English Channel Court., Unit 2, Orlando, FL 32812 

A new veteran of Fowlmere just found! – Please Add: - 
Salgren, Woodrow K., 504 – Armorer, 3503 Nellie Bly Drive, Louisville, KY 40213 

Delete: - 
Chetneky, Mrs. Irene, 503rd Widow of pilot Stephen, Healy, Mrs. William, 504th Widow of EM 
Carr, Vernon D., 505th pilot, Alessi, John,  505th Assist. Crew Chief, “No Forwarding Address” 
 Polich, William W., Ord – Newsletter returned marked “Deceased.”                                         

 

339th Fighter Group Association Board of Directors 
John B. Henry, Jr., Commanding Officer  and HQ Director - 

Enoch B. Stephenson, President – Thomas G. Sams, Vice President - 
Richard G. Thieme, Treasurer - Lawrence J. Powell, Reunion Coordinator –  

James A. Mankie, 8th AFHS Unit Coordinator -Warren L. Olsen, Ordnance Director - 
Robert Frisch, 503rd Dir. - Lee Eisenhart, 504th Dir.  - Robert F. Burns, 505th Dir. –  

William Guyton, Chester Malarz, James R. Starnes, Members Emeritus - 
 Edward Epp, Hospitality Room Coordinator -  

Stephen C. Ananian, Secretary and Editor - Phone (864) 288-2599 
Email: - stephen.ananian@mindspring.com 

 

"Gunfighter" 
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 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - MAILING LIST UPDATE FORM  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
 

Check your name and address on the mailing label. Make certain it is correct. If not, fill out 
this form and mail to the address below. If you wish to pay dues you may also use this form. 

 Please accept my donation of $10 for my dues for the 339th FGA. (Tax Exempt) 

 Please add my name to the mailing list. 

 Please send me _____ 339th Lapel Pins @ $10 each plus $2 additional for shipping 
                              (Number) 

 Please mail me the 2004 Membership Roster (Mailing addresses). 

339th Fighter Group Association, Inc. 
C/o S. C. Ananian 
4 North Orchard Farms Ave. 
Simpsonville, SC 29681-4866, USA                                                           

NAME _____________________________________________________ 
                          First                               Middle                    Last               
ADDRESS __________________________________________________ 

CITY _________________________ STATE _________ ZIP _________ 

Phone (if you wish) ______________  E-mail _______________________________ 

Clip here 

 

Enlarged drawing of 339th 
Lapel Pin  

 



  

Reunion Supplement Tampa, FL   Oct 13-17                                    Page 1 
 

 
IT IS NOT TOO LATE - REGISTER NOW! 

See the June Newsletter for complete details! 
1. Call now and make your hotel reservations at Hyatt Regency Tampa, 211 North 

Tampa Street, Tampa, FL 33602. For Reservations call 813-225-1234 or toll free 1-800-
233-1234. Tell them you are with the 339th Fighter Group and want their special Group 
rates. Check into hotel on Thursday Oct. 13th at 3:00 PM. Check out 12:00 NOON Monday, 
Oct. 17th. The rates for the 339th FG are as we said before only $89 per night plus local and 
state taxes.  

2. Fill out and mail in your reunion reservation form (on page 2) with a check to our 
treasurer (his address is on the form).  

3. If you wish to dine with your unit, fill out and mail in the appropriate forms and mail 
with $50 check to your unit director (his address is on page 2).  

HQ and ORD members are invited to dine with the 504th. 
4. Transportation from airport to hotel is by taxi, limousine or shuttle service - or 

save time and call from home before your departure and reserve transportation to hotel. 
Call “Bay Shuttle”, phone- (813) 259-9998 Toll Free (866) 259-9929. They Charge $11 

one-way or $20 round-trip! 
Deadline Date – is September 13th for your hotel reservations! 

Don’t Delay! Make your reservations NOW!  Larry                                                          

Reunion Schedule of Events 
Oct. 13th Thursday  

12:00 noon – Registration at 339th Hospitality Room  
5:00 pm – 6:00pm Welcome meeting – Then on to the “Hospitality Room” 

Oct. 14th Friday  
9:00 am – 12:00pm - Tampa Sightseeing tour 
6:30 pm – 505th and 503rd Unit Dinners at this Hotel!  504th Columbia Restaurant! Socialize 
and refreshments after at “Hospitality Room ” 

Oct. 15th Saturday  
8:00 am – 10:00 am - Board of Director’s “Pay your own” Breakfast Meeting 
10:30 am – 12:00 noon - General Membership meeting Free schedule for rest of the day! 

Oct. 16th Sunday  
8:00 am - Free schedule to socialize or whatever. 
6:00 pm - Cash Bar - followed by  
7:00 pm - Banquet Dinner  - After dinner socialize at “Hospitality Room” 

Oct. 17th Monday 
6:30 am – 9:30 am - Farewell Breakfast Buffet 
12:00 noon   Checkout. We say farewell - “SEE YOU NEXT YEAR”                  
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 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -              
The 339th Reunion Registration Form 

Please fill in your Name 
First _________________ Last ____________________________ Unit ______ Number attending  ______ 

Please list additional guest names separately for Name Tags. 
                                                                                                                                      Number        Amount 

� Registration Fee                                                                   $15     each ________      ________ 
� Tampa City Tour                                                                 $30     each ________      ________ 

Sunday Night Banquet Dinner 
� Fish                                                                                     $40     each ________      ________ 
� Beef                                                                                     $40     each ________      ________ 
� Chicken                                                                               $40     each ________      ________ 
� Childs Menu (Age 6 to 12)                                                $16      each ________     ________  

Monday Morning Farewell Breakfast 
� Farewell Continental Breakfast                                          $17      each ________      ________ 

                                                                                                                                                         Total        ________ 
Make your checks payable to the 339th Fighter Group Association 
And mail with this completed form (or photo copy) to: - 

Richard G. Thieme, Treasurer, 2732 South 7th Street, Sheboygan, WI 53081-6802 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Unit Directors 
503rd Unit Dinner - Fill out unit form below and mail with $50 check made payable to: - 
Robert J. Frisch, 503rd Director, 16312 N. AUSTIN Road, SPOKANE, WA 99208, 

Phone: (509) 466-0875  
504th, HQ & ORD Unit Dinners - This year our CO, HQ & ORD are invited to join the 504th Unit 
Dinner. Fill out unit form below and mail with $50 check made payable to- 

Lee Eisenhart, RR 10 Box 3350, Lake Ariel PA 18436 - Phone: (570) 689-4090 
505th Unit Dinner - Fill out the form below and mail with $50 check made payable to: - 

Richard G. Thieme, Treasurer, (collecting for Bob Burns 505th Director), 2732 South 7th 
Street, Sheboygan, WI 53081-6802.     Phone: (920) 452-4780 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
                                                   Unit Dinners  
          First __________________  Last ___________________ Unit _____ Number attending  ______ 
                        (NAME above)                                              Number                                             Amount 
Indicate number of each   � Crab Cakes & Filet Mignon      ________   @ $50      per person $  ________   
                                         � Filet Mignon and Salmon         _________   @ $50      per person $  ________        
                       504th Only -  Chicken / Shrimp                      _________   @ $50      per person $  ________        
                       504th Only -  Beef Tenderloins & Shrimp      _________   @ $50      per person $  ________                   

                                                                                                                        TOTAL     $  ________ 
Mail this coupon with checks to the appropriate unit directors listed above.  
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