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“Recipents of Our Blue Skies Award” 
By Stephen Ananian, editor 

Our “Honorary Members” from England, John and Laurina Harris, have been friends of 
the 339th FGA through the years. They have attended our reunions as 

On the 50th Anniversary of D-Day John and Laurina Harris with friends made a motorcycle 
pilgrimage to the Normandy Beachhead to pay their respects to WWII combatants and to participate in 
the Anniversary Ceremonies. They are seen here on one of the giant guns still left on the Beachhead. 
That’s John wearing sun-glasses seated on the left!                                                                           L. Harris
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long as I can remember. John is a Military Aviation Archeologist and has been investigating 
many WWII crash sites including those of the 339th, all his adult life. John, by trade is in 
the field of Air Conditioning and Heating. Laurina is a practicing registered Nurse and 
together they have been enthusiasts of the 339th and come to our Reunions regularly to meet 
with old and new friends 

They also operate a Museum of the 339th Fighter Group at the Twinwood Farms 
Airfield, Bedford, England. If you recall, this is band-leader Glenn Miller’s last stop before 
boarding a plane to fly to France on December 15th, 1944. He and the plane were never heard 
from again and have disappeared forever. The Field is being reconstructed as it was during 
WWII with tourist attractions of that era. 
They even conduct dances that you and I 
enjoyed so much, with music from the “Big 
Bands” of the forties. It has become quite a 
tourist attraction and the place to visit when 
in the UK. 

John has on display artifacts and 
memorabilia of the 339th FG for all to see at 
Twinwood, including my RAF flying gloves 
that I wore in combat!  

On the 50th Anniversary of D-day 
John and Laurina and cyclist friends made a 
motorcycle pilgrimage to the Normandy Beachhead to attend the ceremonies. They visited 
and placed flowers at the graves of our fallen 339th comrades still buried there and 
represented all of us at the Ceremonies. They with Martin Sheldrick, Peter Randall and Nick 

King are regular participants in the 
Memorial Day ceremonies at the 
American Military Cemetery, 
Madingley and from time to time, are 
contributors to our newsletter with 
exciting tales of their adventures and 
life in the UK. 

At our 23rd Annual Reunion in 
Nashville we presented John with a 
certificate making him an honorary 
member of the 339th FG. Enoch 
Stephenson was our president and he 
had made arrangements for a special 
performance of the Tennessee Air 
National Color Guard. They displayed 
the original American flag with 

    Laurina and John Harris at San Diego   W. Clark

          John places floral bouquet on grave of Maj. Michael 
McPharlin, at Normandy on the 50th Anniversary of D-Day. 
One of the two 339th pilots killed that day.               L. Harris
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thirteen stars and four other flags showing the changes that had been made to the flag over 
the years. Showing stars being added as new states were granted “Statehood”. John, who 
was sitting beside me, leaned over and said, “I wish they would add a star for us, the UK!” I 
looked at John and he was serious, he meant it! He was not being facetious. He loves the 
“Colonies” as much as I love Britain. 

John and Laurina honor us again this year by joining us at our annual reunion. In fact 
they had planned to come dressed in American military uniforms but production problems 
(UK-Strikes!) prevented that. We are deeply moved by their loyalty and thank them.  

We thank them for their friendship. We thank them for helping us honor our fallen 
comrades by visiting their graves for us.  

John, Laurina, we express our gratitude by again presenting you with our 
“Blue Skies Award!”                                                                                                        

How Fortunate We Are!                      
                                                                                                                
                                                                                                                                         

          339th  FG Museum at Twinwood            J. Harris Control Tower at Twinwood as it is today. 
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Staff Columnist, pilot 505thFS 
 We lost two outstanding members in the past few months 

that deserve recognition for their contributions during the war. Tom 
Rich and Bob Irion were two of our prominent members and will be 
missed greatly. 

Tom Rich arrived as a replacement pilot at Fowlmere on 9 
August 44. He soon became a contributor in combat by destroying 
four German aircraft on the ground on 10 and 11 Sep 44. Tom scored 

a half credit in the air for a ME-109 on 18 Nov 44 and another ME-109 on 21 Nov 44. His 
final ground score was a DO-217 on 4 April 45, leaving his total score as one and a half in the 
air and five on the ground. On 5 Oct 
44 He was leading the flight with 
Steve Ananian flying his wing. Steve’s 
plane was hit by anti-aircraft fire and 
eventually had to bail-out over the 
North Sea under extremely stormy 
conditions. The strong winds were 
blowing Ananian who was being dragged 
by his Chute through the water. Tom, 
seeing his predicament, dove on 
Steve’s Chute and deflated it with his 
“Prop Wash”. His quick thinking saved 
Steve’s life! Tom was soon made a 
Captain for his exceptional leadership 
abilities. On 22 April he returned to the states with Steve on the “Ile de France”. Tom was 
one of three 505th pilots from Wilmington, NC, the others being O.K. Biggs and me. After the 
war he became an air traffic controller and retired from the Florida Army National Guard. 

Bob Irion arrived at Fowlmere on 6 Sep 44 with five other replacement pilots. He was 
soon leading flights into combat and promoted to Captain. Bob shot down a ME-262 jet on 20 
March 45. He joined in the ground strafing of German airfields and was credited with 
destroying five enemy aircraft in March and April 45. After the war he returned to 
railroading, becoming a senior executive. On one occasion he took the president's private rail 
car to Los Angeles to visit Larry Powell. After retirement he took an active role in the 339th 
Fighter Group Association, serving a tour as president.  

We will always be grateful for their leadership in war and peace.                                                
 

 

   L - R Bob Irion, Tom Rich and Steve Ananian.     Steve A
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By Ron Miller, armorer, 505th FS 
Aloha, Steve 

People instinctively like to gather or get together into group 
effort.  They do so especially if the purpose is to honor and support 
noble accomplishments of historical significance.  

The reunion of the 339th Fighter Group at San Diego was 
precisely one of those occasions where the veterans (with their family 
and friends) did celebrate our past and our present worthiness. It was a 
very friendly group with such good cheer.  Yet the seriousness of our 
military responsibility and its history was not lost nor overlooked.  

The aspect that most caught my attention was the feeling that everyone belonged 
there.  The sense of personal belonging permeated the total atmosphere and encompassed 
each and all.  It was "OUR REUNION”!  

 I remain amazed about the people who traveled down from Los Angeles with their 
children, with the hopes of having just perhaps a few moments by which they could visit with 
you! - - - That was great!  

Another thing that came to 
mind was a woman, whose name I 
don't know, but she knew that my 
grandson is a Marine on duty in 
Iraq.  She told me that she would 
pray real hard for his safe return.  
(She also said that whenever she 
prays "real hard" she always gets 
what she prays for.)  Her absolute 
belief was very reassuring.  

Contributing to everyone's 
delight were your posters and other display items and I was nearly overwhelmed with envy 
and jealousy when I overheard you agreeing to give them to a guy who asked for them.  I felt 
very proud of what you had accomplished for the hospitality room.  

Persons like Larry Powell and like yourself contributed ever so much toward the 
success of the reunion - - but we all were a part of it, even to the extent of forever having 
future good memories. 

As for Betty and I we both enjoyed every moment of the reunion.  Especially the 
people there - - every one of them were so friendly and considerate!  

It was definitely "Our Reunion".  
Were we together at this moment you would surely hear a great resounding voice in unison as 
we expressed our "Thank You" - "Mahalo!"  Aloha, Ron                                                         

 

L-R George Joe, 503rd, James Delisio, 503rd, and Ron 
Miller, 505th, talk of life at Fowlmere.                                   J. Joe
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My Long Ride Home 
By 1/Lt. John L. “Pappy” Sutton, pilot 504th 

It would be my last mission. Two more hours in the air and I would have my 300 combat 
hours needed to complete one’s tour of duty. Someone pointed out to me that if I turned 
around after crossing the North Sea between England and The Continent and hustled back 
home that would make up the two hours that I needed.  

I laughed off this suggestion but, as I crossed into Eastern Europe that afternoon, I 
hoped that nothing much would happen on this, my last mission. 

It turned out to be a quiet flight but on the way back I noted that this December day 
was a short one and that it was growing dark fast. I looked around for my wingman. He was 
gone. I said to myself that I was going to talk to that kid when I got home; after all I'm a 
flight commander now - - - 

But just then I began to hear voices on my radio from our base at Fowlmere. The group 
was having trouble landing in the growing dusk and there was talk of putting men with 
flashlights on the runway. Wow! And I was at least ten or fifteen minutes out. Then there 
came a strong clear voice stating that the weather was closing rapidly and anyone still out 
should get on the ground as soon as possible and that the coastal area was much clearer! 

 Con Trails of Eighth Air Force bombers as they head toward targets over The Third 
Reich. Note the “Little Friends” flying above protecting them from “Bandits”! 
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 Just coming into view beneath me was a large bomber base on the coast. I flipped 
over and dropped - - lined up with a long runway - - lowered my gear and landed. 

I don't know whether or not I got a green light from the tower but I was landing 
anyway! As I rolled down the runway I thought how nice it was to be on cement and not a 
bumpy grass field like Fowlmere. 

Maybe I could visit the officers' club as a “Little Friend.” But where were the 
aircraft? I began to look around. There were none in sight and the big hangar I was rolling 
toward was closed. A “GI” in front of the hangar held up his hands and I cut my engine as he 
came up on the wing. 

"Where the hell is everybody?" I asked. "The outfit left a 
week ago. They're all back in the states by now. We're just a cleanup 
crew." He told me where I could get something to eat and where I 
could telephone Fowlmere that I was down alive! An hour later, having 
phoned, I walked back to the hangar on the dark deserted base. My 
P-5I was still there where I had left it. I entered the empty hangar, 
laid myself on a table along the wall and went to sleep. 

When I awoke it was already a warm bright, sunny morning. 
There was no one in sight. I got in my aircraft and started it up. I 
found a runway pointing west and took off! 

There was no need to climb to a high altitude for a ten-minute 
flight and I flew close over the trees, thinking how pretty England 
really could be. The aircraft seemed to be flying itself home. I don't think I had ever flown 
so low over England before, and this was my last flight - - it took two days but I had 
completed my combat tour! 

I could hear familiar sounds on my radio and realized that they were the sounds of my 
Group taking off. After all, most had reached home the day before. I listened to the little 
familiar sounds for several minutes and heard a strong clear voice say, "Hello Oilskin. 
Armstrong here. Feet are wet. Over." Then came the answer from the ground control station, 
"Hello Armstrong. Understand. Listening. Out." 

I had heard this call and the answer more than sixty times - - I would never hear it 
again. The bright coloring of the morning seemed to have disappeared. The mission must be 
somewhere above me - - If I turned about and climbed East I might intersect them over the 
water and just slip right into the formation. 

“Settle down - - settle down,” I told myself. “You have barely thirty minutes of gas in 
the tanks. Settle down!” 

I landed at Fowlmere, hearing the banging sound of the metal stretch at one end of 
the runway for the last time, and taxied in over to the almost deserted base. 

I went into the ready room, which was empty, and then into the adjoining room, so I 
could clear out my things in the little compartment where we pilots left our money and 
identification cards when we went on a mission.  I found someone to 

1/Lt John L. Sutton. 



NEWSLETTER of the 339th Fighter Group Association    March 1, 2007 

Page 8                                        Reunion 2007 – San Antonio Texas             
 

drive me to the housing area and entered our Quonset hut - - the little half-house of metal 
where I had slept for the past six months. There were ten beds in a small room, all occupied 
by pilots. One man was present, writing a letter on his lap. He nodded to me and went on with 
his letter. After a few minutes I began to pack my things. I had my orders and was leaving 
for home the next day. 

After lunch I came back and found two of the men who had been on the mission that 
morning talking to one another. They nodded to me and went on with their conversation. A 
little later I spoke to them and others as they arrived. 

They all answered me but seemed somehow to be looking beyond me when they spoke. I 
frankly couldn't think of very much to say - - I was no longer one of them. 

I was picked up early the next morning and looked back for the last time. 
There was no mission that day so all the bunks were occupied. All except mine. 
I was going home!                                      

 
Dear Steve, 

Some years ago I wrote this story of my last mission with the 
339th but don’t believe I sent it to anybody. I realized that everybody 
that I knew well in the Group was gone and I don't believe anyone 
who hasn't flown fighters out of England in 1944 would fully 
understand it. It is true in the smallest details, especially the last 
paragraphs. 

I was probably the oldest pilot in the group. I was 25 at that 
time and Col. Henry was 26. Except for Frank Stillwell I hardly 
knew pilots in the other squadrons. And I didn't stay about the base 
on our free days. I usually went to London on our two-day holidays. 
One day I bicycled down to London and joined up with a young 
English cyclist who later became Prime Minister of England. 

I retired from the Air Force after thirty years and am here in 
Air Force Village II with several hundred other retirees and I have 
stopped traveling. 

                            

339th Fighter Group Lapel Pins 
This polished pewter four-colored Cloisonné lapel pin is a thing of 

beauty! Only 7/8 of an inch in diameter it looks like a piece of fine jewelry. 
 The price is $10 each plus $2 shipping per order. We have sold over 

500 to date. Just drop me a line with a check to the return address on this 
newsletter (back page).      

 

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR DUES FOR 2007? 

 

Col. John L. Sutton 
USAF (Ret) 

Actual size! 
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Endowment Fund in Name of 
339th FG 

By S. Ananian, editor 
A $10,000 endowment fund was established by Lee 

“Dutch” Eisenhart, (pilot 504th) in the name of the 339th 
Fighter Group at the EAA (Experimental Aircraft 
Association). The EAA is the world's leading recreational 
aviation organization, with 170,000 members and 1,000 local 
Chapters. We are all familiar with the annual Air Shows at 
Oshkosh, WI. If you recall, we visited the Museum and 
attended the famous Air Show at Oshkosh a few years back during one of our reunions.  

The earnings from this Fund will be used to sponsor a worthy Cadet to attend the EAA 
Intermediate Air Force Academy each summer. 

EAA's Air Academy Resident Camp, challenges - physical and academic - offers 
incredible opportunity.  Meeting with aviation legends, meetings and interacting with mentors 
who are passionate about flight, connecting with other youth who share in their interest for 
flight and the sciences that make flight possible, all ties together to form a lasting 
impression.  Many campers return each year, cementing relationships that will last a lifetime.  
Air Academy plants the seeds that will no doubt blossom into a lifelong affiliation with 
aviation, whether they go on to pursue a career in aviation or not, they learn through their 
engagement with flight that hard work, responsibility, focus and determination can help them 
achieve their dreams.  Scholarship is often the only way many campers are able to experience 
Air Academy, opening the doors to their future. 

 This endowment was completed in 2005 and last year, 2006 was the first year that 
the endowment went into effect! 

The first student to receive the scholarship of the 339th Fighter Group was an 
extremely thankful young man, Chad McLeod, a 16 year old from Slidell, Louisiana. His family 
lost everything in the Hurricane Katrina disaster, including their jobs. Chad desperately 
wanted to attend the Air Academy; he is very passionate about aviation and equally 
determined to experience every flying opportunity possible. The gift provided to him by the 
339th endowment made his dream come true. 
 Dutch says, “It took me over 10 years to accumulate this fund and I intend to add to it as 

I am able. If they wish, others can add to it as well.”                   

Lt. Col Lee Dutch Eisenhart 
USAF (Ret) 
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Hervey Stockman, 504th and wife Sally at 
Banquet Dinner.                                                 E. Thieme

      Jim Davidson 503rd demonstrates 
the fine art of uncorking wine.   Thieme  

      L-R Rear - Gabe Cutri 505th, Larry Powell 505th, Dick Thieme 505th and in 
front Bud Martin 505th and brother-in-law Richard Armstrong.         E. Thieme 
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          George and Jean Joe, 503rd           D. Joe        Dave and Jeffrey Williams, sons of 
Red Cross Director Mary Williams. J. Joe 

Jim Davidson 503rd, William E. Bryan, Jr. 503rd , John Harris UK and Bill Moore 505th     J. Joe   

           James Delisio 503rd, with Louise Higbee and Susan Gibbs, nieces of 
Bob Ammon, 503rd and Ruth Delisio. J. Joe
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By Stephen C. Ananian 
Secretary/Editor, pilot 505th FS 

As the Mortality Rate of WW II veterans slowly take its toll 
on our reunion attendance, I have been approached by members of 
other Fighter Groups to consider holding joint reunions in the 
future. This would keep the costs down as well as ease the work 

load of those planning the event. At our General Membership Meeting in San Diego, I raised 
the issue for membership response. Members were not pleased with the idea. They reminded 
me that our reunions were held to visit with old friends and socialize with one another and 
enjoy their company. Strangers were welcome of course but the members come to the 
reunions to meet those they once fought with - - - as long as they were physically able. They 
were not interested in the idea! 

Our present membership ranks are about three 
hundred eighty-two (382) members. One hundred 
seventy-four (174) of our members are veterans of 
Fowlmere, the balance consisting of family members 
and friends. Sixteen (16) members have passed away 
since our reunion in Tampa, fifteen of which were 
veterans of Fowlmere.  

Our newsletter continues with a circulation of 
475 of this issue. 434 copies are being distributed in 
the USA with 41 being mailed overseas. The stateside 
issue cost us $1.88 each including postage, and the 
overseas issues cost us $2.95 with the postage 
included. 

As you know my job as secretary includes mailing 
caps, lapel pins, and rosters of members, Public Relations and responding to all inquiries from 
the family members of our veterans. I received one from England the other day from Jeff 
Costello-McFeat who was asking about his grandfather Sgt. William H Mangan from Kingston 
PA, “I recently learned the grandfather I never met served with the 503rd as a mechanic. His 
name was William H Mangan from Kingston PA. A long shot I know, but does this ring any 
bells for you?” 

I answered his letter, described our accomplishments, added his name to our mailing 
list and then sent him our newsletter. In response to further questions, I informed him of 
the existence of our History book and suggested he search in “used-book” stores for it. I 
had made up a booklet of our history to be used for instances such as this and sent it to him. 

    503rd Crew/Chief Sgt. William H 
Mangan from Kingston PA, anyone 
remember Bill? 

    503rd Crew/Chief Sgt. William H 
Mangan from Kingston PA, anyone 
remember Bill? 

    503rd Crew/Chief Sgt. William H 
Mangan from Kingston PA, anyone 
remember Bill? 
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We get several of these requests a year and they make our existence worthwhile. Two nieces 
of Bob Ammon discovered us last year, Louise Higbee and Susan Gibbs. They came to our 
Tampa and San Diego reunions and now consider us family. 

My expenses – for newsletters, mailings and secretarial chores were about $6,500 this 
year. This is well within our budget at this time so I pay for things to be done rather than 
try to do it myself. My health seems to be holding up although I have come up with the 
inconvenience of spraining my hands and wrists from time to time. I finally went to the 
doctor and he said I have Pseudo-Gout! I have all the symptoms of Gout but blood tests come 
up normal. So I have Pseudo-Gout, with the painful discomforts of Gout but without the 
benefit of enjoying the rich foods and booze that is supposed to bring it on. There is no 
medication for it and it goes away in a few days but slows up the process of folding 
newsletters and applying address labels and stamps if it occurs at that time. Doctor / Vice 
President, Larry Powell recommends I drink Black Cherry Juice and Isabel says Pomegranate 
juice, Sounds good so I drink Pomegranate – Black Cherry juice with a little brandy! 

I usually print new rosters with the latest updates and have them at the reunion for 
distribution. Due to the inconveniences of the new flying restrictions etc. I was not able to 
prepare them in time. However, I will have new ones printed after the few remaining rosters 
are distributed. 

Last issue we told the story of a 
wounded German paratrooper that nursed 
503rd pilot, Bill Preddy before he died. I 
made up a certificate of gratitude signed 
by John Henry our CO and with the Board’s 
permission we sent it with a letter thanking 
the soldier for his kindness in caring for Bill 
in his final hours. 

Considering our age and the problems 
that come with it, we seem to be doing 
quite well. The size of our membership 
remains about the same with the influx of 
new family members, our finances are 
healthy, (see Treasurer’s Report next page) 
and if you keep sending in those great stories, the newsletter will still be in demand. 

 ee Blue Skies smiling at me - - nothing but blue skies do I see - - ee  
 

 
                                                 
                   
           

Certificate of Gratitude! 
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TREASURERS REPORT 
(Period 1/1/06 thru 12/31/06) 

GENERAL ACCOUNT 
 
INCOME 

Dues for 2005 collected                       $  60.00              
 Dues for 2006 collected 1,660.00    
 Dues for 2007 collected    180.00    
Lapel Pin sales             586.64 
Cap Sales              759.43 
Fowlmere CD sale                10.00 
Donations received           4,319.70 
Checking Account interest     23.46 
Reunion income                   9,857.00 
503rd Reunion donation             191.57 
504th Reunion donation                     154.93 
                                                        $17,802.73 

EXPENSES 
State of Florida (Corp. Fee)             61.25 
Postage     23.00 
Newsletter Account          5,000.00 
Purchase of Lap Pins                      264.00 
Reunion Expenses                             6,099.75 
Bus & Tour Expense                   1,861.00 
Reunion cancellation refunds          304.00 
                 $13,613.00 

SUMMARY"  
            INCOME                             $17,802.73 
            EXPENSE                             13,613.00 

                                                                    $ 4,189.73 Profit for 2006 
 
Checkbook balance as of 1/1/06              $8,531.28 
Profit for 2006                                             4,189.73 
Checkbook balance as of 12/31/06        $12,721.01 
Certificate of Deposit due 1/27/07            10,427.83 
                      Total Assets            $23,148.84 
     
 
 
 
        Richard G. Thieme,  
Treasurer 339th Fighter Group Association                                                                               

Richard G, Thieme 
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San Antonio, Texas – October!  
By Lawrence J. Powell 

Reunion Chairman, Vice President, pilot 505thFS 

Shortly after returning from San Diego I received 
word from Sharon and Bill Clark, offering to help setup the 
reunion this year in Texas. I was delighted! While we were 
all enjoying the holidays Bill has been investigating hotel 
accommodations in San Antonio. He just sent me a list of a dozen or so 
hotels to consider. Even as you read this I will be joining Bill and Sharon in 
Texas, looking at reunion sites.  

Target date for our reunion is mid-October. We will have all the 
details in the June Newsletter.                                                                         

      
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Drawing by 15 year old Nelly Miitlidjan from Normandy France. 
 

Bonne Année - Happy New Year 
By S. Ananian, Editor 

I received the above New Year Greeting drawn by 15 year old Nelly Mitlidjan, 
daughter of a French Newsletter reader Andre (see pg 1-2 June 2005). This Black and White 
reproduction does not reveal the true beauty of the pastel colors of the original. 
 Thank you Nelly and a Happy New Year to you and your family!                   

Bill Clark, Jr. 

Larry Powell 



NEWSLETTER of the 339th Fighter Group Association    March 1, 2007 

Page 16                                        Reunion 2007 – San Antonio Texas             
 

                                                                                                            
 

DECEASED 

 

 
 

 
 
Lorraine Hodgens, Widow of 504th EM Ralph M. Hodgens (deceased 

June 1999), passed away on March 31, 2006. “My Dad served in the unit with 
Dale Fitzgerald, Robert Sugg and “Bootie” Gleason to name a few. They 
enjoyed attending the early reunions until Dad’s death. My mother always 
enjoyed receiving the newsletters over the years keeping up with some of 
their old friends. . .”                                                  - Romana Doherty, daughter. 

George Thomas Rich, 505th Pilot, Passed away December 14, 2006.  He 
died very peacefully but unexpectedly in his sleep, Military graveside services 
were held 12/18/06 at 2 pm. “Steve, my Dad treasured your friendship and 
loved to reminisce and tell stories about your time together in England.  Thank 
you for being such a good friend to him all these years.”                                                       

                                                                                                - Steve Rich, son 
Ann Martin, 505th Wife of Crew chief, Carol “Bud” Martin. Ann died on 

December 1, 2006. “She passed away from Cancer – she only lasted one 
week after the time they discovered it.”                                            – Bud Martin 
 Robert Earl Irion, 505th pilot died of natural causes after an extended 
illness, on January 8, 2007 in the arms of his loving wife, Beverly.  Military 
graveside services were held on 1/17/07.            - Gloria Irion, daughter-in-law 
 If I may add a personal note - the loss of each and every member always hurts! - This 
month I personally grieve the loss of not one but two of my closest friends in combat, Tom 
Rich and Bob Irion. The three of us flew many missions together! Tom saved my life when I 
had to “bail-out” over the North Sea.  
 The three of us flew together side by side in battle, in foul weather and fair - 
sometimes flying on instruments with mere inches separating us.  
 Oh how I will miss them! Steve                                          

Our condolences to all the families on their loss-                              

Tom Rich Bob Irion Ann Martin
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We thank the following members for their generous donations:- 
$250 Cary L. Breckinridge, - $110 John Henry, - $50 Stelios “Jimmy” Pappas, - 

$50 H. Miller Hartman, - $40 Rachel Grandy, - $35 Bayard Lawes, - $30 Bill 
Langhor, - $30 Danny Hatfield, - $25 John Wilson, - $25 Claire Gousie, - $25 
Lawrence Bliss, - $25 Michael George, - $25 Robert Kuhlman, - $20 Ralph 
Thompson, - $20 Jay Claster, - $20 Aram Hazirjian, - $20 Craig Harris, - $20 John 
Blizzard Jr., - $20 Glen Gordon, - $20 Hal Fulton, - $15 William Courtney,  

$60 in memory of pilot Carl H. French by Beverly French.                                  
 

 
  I received this E-mail from Ron Miller, 505th armorer and newsletter 
contributor:- 

 Aloha Steve,                                                                 12/29/06                   
I refer you to the September 2006 issue of the Newsletter, where 

on page 10 the burial marker appears (The Fowlmere Memorial).  Only 
yesterday it occurred to me that the boundary lines of our air field, the 
Station 378 resembles a 'clenched fist' in upward thrust.  There even 
seems to be a suggestion of a ring on one of the fingers.  
 Has it ever appeared to you in that 
manner? 
Aloha Ron 

 Ron, it never occurred to me - do you 
think that may have been the inspiration 

for the creators of the 505th insignia! Steve     
                                                                

  Last month’s Obituary on Louie Krausman (505th) was sent to 
me by a stranger, a thoughtful WW II veteran. He wrote “It seems to 
me if a guy that thought ‘enuf of his service connection to arrange to 
have it mentioned in his obituary his comrades should know.”  - 
Jack Templeton, 5th Inf. Div. Vet. WW2 
 Thanks so very much Jack! Louie’s widow, Kathlynn, responds:-             
        Dear Steve,                                                             Jan. 12, 2007 

When Louie passed away on Aug. 24 one of our sons said he would E-Mail you so I did 
not write to you. 

When I received the December issue and saw his death notice in there, he confessed he 
had forgotten to notify you. 

Louie was buried with his 339th Lapel Pin and his newest 339th Cap. 
I am sending in his dues so hopefully you will keep me on your mailing list. 

Sincerely, Mrs. Louie (Kathlynn) Krausman 
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Kathlynn, have no fear! You will continue to receive your newsletter as long as 
you wish! I am also sending you a 339th lapel pin as a memento from us! 

             

 Michael George pilot and owner of the P-51 “Worry Bird” with 339th markings 
(Bob Frisch’s 503rd aircraft at Fowlmere) writes: - 
Dear Steve,       
 Aviation-Photographer John M. Dibbs has come out with a 
new book, “The High Battleground”. By Jim Busha, with a 
forward by Donald J. Blakeslee. 
 In it he features pictures of 339th “Worry Bird”. 
 Regards, Michael George 
 Those of you attending “The Gathering of Mustangs” in Ohio look for George 
in his “Worry Bird” representing the 339th! More on that as we get new information. 

             

 By way of the Internet this grandson asks: - 
Hello                                                                                                                             11/29/06 

My name is Doug Krahe, I am a descendant of John W. Dugrew who I believe was once a 
member of the 339th. I would love to find a picture of my grandfather. I visited the 339th web 
site, where I saw the roster that included his name, but could not find any pictures of him in 
the group photos. Can you help? 

  Michael George in Worry Bird at our reunion in St. Louis a few years ago and below the new book 
featuring photos of “Worry Bird”.                                                                                              Photo by John Dibbs
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My grandfather’s home address was Richmond Hill, NY (Queens County) at the time he 
went away. He was about 35 years old in 1944. 

My address is:  15 Delavan St., East Hampton, NY 11937 
Thanks, Doug Krahe 

 John W. Dugrew is listed in our roster as an EM in the 504th. Did any of you 
out there know him? Can you help? SCA                                     

 

                                                                                                      

 Make the following additions or changes to your new mailing list: - 

Change: - 
Heiliger, Mrs. Jean, 503rd widow of Crew Chief, 
5372 Red Lake Ct., Columbia, MD 21045-2433 
Robert Carter, ORD – Stepson of Fred Cox, 
1413 Morning Rose Pl., Trinity FL 34655 
Haidle, Elmer, 503rd Pilot 
67 Hamilton Ave., Youngstown, OH 44514 

Add: - 
 Vernon, Shaye F., 504th – Daughter of Dale Fitzgerald, Communications, 
1803 E 350 No., St. Anthony, ID 83445 
Fitz-Allen, Seri, 504th – Daughter of Dale Fitzgerald, Communications, 
3163 E Hollyhock Hill, Cottonwood Heights, UT 84121 
Harris, Mrs. Rachel Preddy, 503rd Sister of pilot Bill Preddy, 
3850 Biggin Church Road, W., Jacksonville, FL  32224 
Haller, Andrea, 505th  - Granddaughter of Joe Thury 
2252 Castlegate Drive N #515, Castle Rock, Colorado. 80108 
Krahe, Doug, 504th - Grandson of EM John W. Dugrew 
15 Delavan St, East Hampton, NY 11937 
Allen, Robert, Friend of the 339th FG, 
Tabbys Rest 25 Chaucer St., Kingsley Northampton NN27HW England 

Delete: - 
Sam Palmucci, Vera Watson, Charles Angione, Mrs. Ralph Hodgens, and                     
Mrs. Fitzhugh Lee                                                                                                           

                   

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR 2007 DUES? 
Remember with a new year comes new dues. Still only $10 
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 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - MAILING LIST UPDATE FORM  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Check your name and address on the mailing label. Make certain it is correct. If not, fill out 
this form and mail to the address below. If you wish to pay dues you may also use this form. 

Sorry! There are no more 339th FG caps left! We are sold-out! 

 Please accept my donation of $10 for my dues for the 339th FGA. (Tax Exempt) 

 Please add my name to the mailing list. 

 Please send me _____ 339th Lapel Pins @ $10 each plus $2 additional for shipping 
                                (Number) 

 Please mail me the latest Membership Roster (Mailing addresses). 

339th Fighter Group Association, Inc. 
C/o S. C. Ananian 
4 North Orchard Farms Ave. 
Simpsonville, SC 29681-4866, USA                                                           

NAME _____________________________________________________ 
                          First                               Middle                    Last               
ADDRESS __________________________________________________ 

CITY _________________________ STATE _________ ZIP _________ 

Phone (if you wish) ______________  E-mail _______________________________ 

Clip here 

 

 


	Normandy
	Blue Skies Award
	Officers
	Jim's Desk
	Miller's Tales
	Last Mission
	John Sutton
	EAA Fund
	Reunion Photos
	Annual Report
	Treasurer's Report
	Reunion News
	Greetings
	Deceased
	Donations
	Mail Bag
	Worry Bird
	Roster Changes



