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Holiday Inn El Tropicano Riverwalk Hotel seen here beside the Riverwalk.

Sunday Sept 30th to noon Thursday Oct. 4th
By Larry J. Powell, Reunion Chairman, VP etc.
This year we were very fortunate to secure a hotel on the Riverwalk in San Antonio at
the low price of $99 a night plus 16.75% tax! The hotel is the same one we went to 7 years
ago but has been completely modernized. It is now called the Holiday Inn El Tropicano
Riverwalk – “a blend of Latin Tropics mixed with early 60's glamour.”
The Holiday Inn El Tropicano Riverwalk Hotel is conveniently located on the banks of
the Riverwalk. The hotel is close to popular attractions like the Alamo, Tower of the
Americas, Alamodome and the Rivercenter Mall. The “Tram” (fare $1) stop is in front of the
hotel providing easy access to the shopping malls and sights.
Continued next page
The hotel advertisement says, “Enjoy a favorite beverage in the
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Tiki Bar while enjoying the view of the
river. Dine on American and Latin inspired
dishes in Mangos Restaurant and listen to
Latin Jazz and Salsa. While taking a dip in
the pool or relaxing in your room, view our
drive-in movies featuring classics from
the 60's and 70's.”
Once again the 339th Hospitality
Room will be located at the poolside so
bring your family and bathing suits as well
for a great vacation and “get together”!
Poolside Hospitality Room!

REGISTER NOW! Waiting for
the September issue might be too late!

1. Call now and make your hotel reservations at the Holiday Inn El Tropicano
Riverwalk Hotel, 110 Lexington Ave., San Antonio, TX 78205. For reservations we ask you
call the hotel direct at (210) 277-4026. You will have less problems that way but if you wish,
toll free reservations 1-(888) 293-1842. Check in after 4pm Sunday Sept 30th and check out
12noon Thursday Oct. 4th. The rates for the 339th FG are as we said before only $99 a night
plus 16.75% tax! This same low rate applies for three days before and three days after. So
come early and plan on making this an extended vacation (Air fares might be cheaper).
2. Fill out and mail in your reunion reservation form (page 19) with a check to our
treasurer Richard Thieme (address on form). If you wish to dine with a special unit, fill out
appropriate forms and mail with check to your unit director (names listed on page 19.) Also
see the tentative schedule of events on page 18.
3. For transportation to and from the airport take the shuttle. Ticket booth is just
outside baggage claim area. The name is SATRANS AIRPORTExpress phone # (210) 2819900. The price is $24 per person round trip! Or the “Checkered Cab” (210) 222-2222 price
is $25 each way but the cab holds several people so it could be cheaper.
Self-parking is $10 a night. Those driving – please let us know in advance. Driving
directions are: – Take I-37 into downtown, Commerce St. Exit. Left on Commerce, 2 blocks
right on Bowie St. stay on the right. (After second light the street name changes to Fourth
Street) proceed to Lexington Ave. hotel is on the right.
DEADLINE August 31,2007! The Hotel agrees to hold our room block until that date.
At that time any unsold rooms will be released and revert back to the Hotel for general sale.
The hotel requires 72 hours notice prior to cancellation. Reservations received after the
cut-off date will be on a space available basis only, at the prevailing room rate. So act now!
Many thanks to Sharon and Bill Clark, Jr. for their invaluable assistance in planning
this event. Time is flying and we do not know how many more of these reunions we have left
so make a special effort to be with us and our CO John and Maxine Henry this year in their
home town! We are looking forward to seeing you then! Larry
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The Story of Major Mike McPharlin
The Enigma of the 339th!
With this June 1, 2007 issue we celebrate the 63rd anniversary of
D-Day. In honor of the four members of the 339th FG that gave their
lives in that 3-day battle, we reprint this interesting article about one of
those men, by Jim Starnes from the June 1989 Newsletter along with
some newly discovered photos of McPharlin. Editor

By James R. Starnes, Staff Columnist, pilot 505thFS
Michael G. H. McPharlin (HQ) of Hastings,
MI, was born in 1916; He was credited with
having destroyed one and a half Me-109s in the
air and a Do-18 on the water while flying with the
4th Fighter Group. To my knowledge he flew no
combat missions with us. Before the U.S. entered
the war, “Mac” went to Canada, became a RCAF
pilot and even married a Canadian, Virginia, from
Edmonton, Alberta.
Before the war he was a medical student
in Germany and spoke fluent German. When he
joined the Royal Air Force in 1940, they wanted
him to be a medical officer, but he insisted on
becoming a fighter pilot. In 1942 flying with No.
71 (“Eagle Squadron”), Mike shared in several
FW-190 kills and a probable JU-88 bomber. He
knew the Germans were monitoring RAF radio
channels, so he would curse in German and dare
them to come up to fight their Spitfires. After
the Eagle Squadrons were transferred to
become the Fourth Fighter Group, he spent some
time there before returning to the states.
Major Michael G. H. McPharlin, HQWearing both his RAF and US pilot’s wings.
McPharlin joined us at Walterboro, SC, in
Aug 43 and commanded the 505th at Rice Field
before becoming group deputy commander -- at least on paper. John B. Henry has charitably
described Major McPharlin as something of an enigma in the 339th. “Mac” admitted to M/Sgt
John Franz (505th FS) and others that he was a misfit and really didn't feel he belonged in
the 339th Fighter Group.
Continued next page
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Capt Fred Scroggin (Flight Surgeon) noted that Mike was on ‘sick call’ almost every
morning at Rice Field, although there was
nothing wrong with him.
We felt he was badly "anglicized"
by his RAF service. For example, he
acquired a slight British accent and even
resisted using the U.S. military salute,
preferring instead the British salute with
palm facing forward. When the 339th was
alerted for overseas, he and Vernon
Hathorn, group operations officer, went
to England in Feb 44 as part of an
advanced echelon. Instead of helping our
McPharlin at the official “Transfer Ceremony” of
the Eagles into the USAAF 4th FG. L-R: John DuFour,
group prepare for combat, McPharlin
Mike McPharlin, Sam Maurillo
spent most of his time visiting former
th
Eagle Squadron friends in the 4 Fighter Group. John Henry approved his taking one of our
planes a P-51B, 6N-Z - "Wee Ginny" (named after Virginia his wife) to Debden and flying
combat with that outfit. While there on 19 May 44 “Mac” shared a ME-109 kill with Lt Scott
of 334th Fighter Squadron and on 28 May he scored a kill on another ME-109 to run his total
to 3 victories.
On D-Day, 6 Jun 44 he was flying the third mission of the day as White 3 in a flight
led by his Eagle Squadron buddy, Major Sobanski, 334th commander. What exactly did happen
is not known. According to the Missing Air Crew Report (MACR), someone in another flight
heard McPharlin say his left magneto was out and he was aborting the strafing mission near
Dreux, France. About that time Lt Steppe, Major Sobanski's wingman, called out "Watch
those behind you, White Leader!" McPharlin, Sobanski and Steppe were not heard from again,
and all were later reported as killed in action.

339th Fighter Group Association Board of Directors
John B. Henry, Commander and HQ Director,
Thomas G. Sams, President – Lawrence J. Powell, Vice President & Reunion
Coordinator – Richard G. Thieme, Treasurer –
Chester Malarz, James R. Starnes, Permanent Members –
Dorothy Clark, Advisor - Charles Steffen, 8th AFHS Unit Coordinator –
Warren L. Olsen, Ordnance Director - Luther Francis, 503rd Director –
William Clark, Jr., 504th Director - David Williams, 505th Director –
Joyce Eiswald, Hospitality Room Coordinator
Stephen C. Ananian, Secretary and Editor- Phone (864) 288-2599
Email: - stephen.ananian@mindspring.com
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Members of the 339th are invited to attend!
June 24th 2007

Above invitation to ceremonies honoring Lt Joseph Sawicki.

By S. Ananian, editor

I received the above invitation to ceremonies in France honoring 505th pilot Joseph
Sawicki who was shot down by Antiaircraft Fire on June 8th 1944 (the D-Day battle) while
straffing a motor convoy. (See March 2006 issue for complete details of this story.)
Ceremonies will be held on June 24, 2007 at 10am in the town of Mairie de Princé. Members
of the 339th Fighter Group and friends are invited! Joseph’s brother, Richard and family will
attend! Look for complete story in the next issue.

Back of invitation also in French: - “You are invited to the Ceremony honoring the memory
of Lieutenant Joseph F. Sawicki, 8th U.S.A.A.F., in the presence of his family on Sunday June 24,
2007 at 10am at Princé (get together after church). Wine honoring him will be served after the
ceremony (upon presentation of this invitation).”

Reunion 2007 – Sept.30th – Oct.4th, San Antonio, TX - See pages 18-19 for details
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Paint almost all gone, the CO’s bird in a Compressibility dive, with me at the stick!

Drawing by David Ails

Chuck Yaeger Here I Come!
By Stephen C. Ananian, pilot 505th FS
On 21st of November ’44 my plane (6N-K) was getting its’ 200-hour maintenance check.
I was assigned our CO’s brand new P-51 to fly that day! We started out on an escort mission
to Merseburg but that was changed due to bad weather. The bombers were forced to hit
targets east of the Ruhr instead. A large airfield northeast of Munster was attacked. I was
flying Tom Rich’s wing when we spotted several airborne “bandits” and gave chase. One of
them was an ME-109 with strange elliptical wings. Something like a spitfire’s but narrower!
When he turned the German pilot pulled “con trails” from his wing tips! He was fast and it
looked like he could have easily out-maneuvered us! That was bad news! A wild dog fight
ensued and I will never forget it. I was diving to stay on Tom’s wing when my controls froze
up and the aircraft started to “Porpoise” (my plane was oscillating up and down like Porpoises
do when swimming over the wave tops). I looked at my right wing and the aluminum skin was
Page 6
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rippling wavelets like it was made of aluminum foil. The P-51 is Red Lined at 575 mph and my
speed had approached the Speed of Sound!
I had hit Compressibility! My bird was traveling so fast that the air can not flow over
the airfoil but instead the air builds up in front of the wings and compresses.
Thus it is called “Compressibility”!
I do not recall of ever being trained on how one
recovers
from
this
situation
nor
what
Compressibility even was but I just used common
sense! I was going too fast so I immediately pulled the
throttle back to reduce the speed and gradually eased
back on the stick until I slowly regained control and
recovered from the dive. Fortunately I was able to
get right back on Tom’s wing because this ME-109
looked like he wasn’t going to be downed too easily!
The “109” made a sharp turn to the left pulling
con trails from his wing tips as he did so. Then for
what seemed like no reason at all he straightened out
from the turn. This was a fatal mistake because he
G. Thomas Rich and the author
was now in Tom’s Sights! Tom gave him a few bursts
and shot him down. Another Kraut had given his life for the “Father Land”!
Tom and I later decided the pilot must have blacked out in the turn! German pilots did
not have “G” suits as we did! In fact many Allied pilots did not have them; the 339th had “G”
suits, since we were initially assigned the task of testing them!
On our return home I took special precautions in landing and eased her down gently,
since I did not know what damage I might have sustained in that dive. On landing, I informed
the Crew Chief and noted in the “Form 1A” that I had hit Compressibility.
That night at the Officer’s Mess, 505th Operations Officer Capt Pat Bova approached
our table and started to chew-me-out for making such a rough landing and ruining the CO’s
brand new P-51. I could not believe it! Just what was he talking about? I told him that I had
made a very soft landing! He invited me and Tom Rich, who was dining beside me, to
accompany him to inspect the damage.
When we arrived at the hanger there was the P-51 I had flown for everyone to see!
Pat said, “All the rivet holes are stretched and elongated half inch from nose to tail.”
I replied, “Pat if I had made a rough landing, it would have damaged the landing gear not stretch rivet holes in that direction!” Then I stepped back and looked at the Mustang
and said to Pat, “Where is the paint?” All the paint had either pealed, or burned off that
bird! Fortunately, for me, I had noted in the “Form 1A” that I had hit Compressibility.
I now assume the heat generated by the dive had burned all the paint off that brand
new Mustang and stretched it out of shape. The CO’s Bird was now ready for the junk heap good only for spare parts! – “Class 26” I think they called it!
Reunion 2007 – Sept.30th – Oct.4th, San Antonio, TX - See pages 18-19 for details
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Famous Aviation Historian and “Friend of the 339th FG” Dies!
By Martin Sheldrick,

”Honorary member of the 339th FGA”

I first met Alister around 1978 when he was researching the
history of Duxford airfield for his planned book. It isn't possible
to explore Duxford's past without coming upon Fowlmere - so closely
were the two airfields interlinked during both World Wars, and it was
this research that brought Alister to Fowlmere and our first meeting.
When Duxford was taken over by
The
Imperial
War
Museum,
Alister's involvement there as an
authoritative air historian will have
helped that museum to become
Martin Sheldrick
Europe's premier aviation collection.
Among Alister's many written contributions to
aviation history was the chapter he wrote for the book
"The Battle Of Britain Then And Now" in which he
described the parts played by Duxford and Fowlmere
airfields in that famous conflict.
And of course he was an Overseas Friend of the
th
339 Fighter Group. Over the years Alister supported me
on numerous occasions in connection with the Group - such
as meeting and entertaining returning Veterans and their
families,
and
participating in
Memorial
Day
commemorations at Madingley Military Cemetery. In
particular, without Alister's active involvement, the 339th
visit and Memorial dedication of 1986 would not have
been such a great success, nor would there be such a fine
collection of [Fowlmere] airfield photographs on display in
the Chequers pub. And I strongly suspect he played at
least some part in the pub sign being decorated in red and
white checkers!
Alister Raby seen here standing
Those of us with an interest in Fowlmere Airfield
in front of a RAF "Spitfire"
and its place in aviation history owe much to Alister Raby.
The first time I returned to Fowlmere (1983). Isabel and I were sitting in the “Chequers”
and the manager introduced us to Alister. We had a few pints together and he was responsible
for sending me much information on the men in Air Sea Rescue that saved me when I was
forced to bail out in the North Sea! Thank You Alister! Editor
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Have you paid your dues for this year? 2007 DUES ARE DUE!

NEWSLETTER of the 339th Fighter Group Association

June 1, 2007

Right Capt. George Hrico and on the left Quonset Huts in the 505 FS area. Note the “pipe
chimneys from the stoves sticking out of roofs.

Capt. Hrico Goes Home!
By Richard Thieme, pilot 505th FS
Our flight was commanded by Capt. George Hrico. There were only four other
members in our flight at the time. We lived in a Quonset hut which had eight beds and a
small stove in the middle. This stove was about 18” in diameter and had a chimney, (smoke
pipe) that went up through the roof. It was meant to be fueled with coal but because of
rationing too often we were without sufficient coal and the hut became quite uncomfortable
- so we converted it to burn a combination of drained “engine oil” and gasoline. There was a
barrel of fuel outside with a small copper tube and valve leading to the stove and this tube
was inserted in the top. Our stove was filled with some rocks - we would light a piece of
paper, open the valve and the burning fuel made the stove pipe glow and radiated the heat.
We were now quite comfortable.
The day Hrico finished his missions, he set out to celebrate his retirement from
combat – and celebrate we did! The rest of us were scheduled to fly the next day, so we
stayed away from the hard stuff! But that didn’t apply to our “retiring” flight leader.
Very early the next morning I awoke, coughing, in a hut full of thick smoke! The layer
of smoke was just settling to the top of the beds. The lights were on but they were barely
visible and only glowed through the dark smoke. I immediately jumped out of my bunk and
woke the others.
As I passed the stove I noticed our deck chairs against the side and on top a high pile
of long-johns, socks, and other clothes - all burning and smoldering - causing the dense
smoke. We exhausted the water pump fire extinguisher on the flames and then ran to the
latrine with a small bucket and our canteens to get water, making several trips until all of the
fire was extinguished. The result left a real mess, water and soggy clothes all over the floor.
Continued next page
Despite “blackout” rules we had to open the doors for ventilation.
Reunion 2007 – Sept.30th – Oct.4th, San Antonio, TX - See pages 18-19 for details
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While all this was going on Captain Hrico and a friend were sitting in a couple chairs
around the stove wearing their gas masks and giggling. Both were very drunk! After we
extinguished the fire, we took off Hrico’s mask and put him to bed with his clothes on. His
friend staggered out the door - we never did know who he was – and he was never seen again1
At daylight, when they called us for the mission, we really had to scramble to find
clothes and get dressed in time to catch the truck for briefing.
When we returned from the day’s mission Hrico was still in bed just as we had left
him. We woke him up; he looked around at the mess and said “What the hell happened?” He
claimed to not have any recollection of having started the fire or what had happened the
previous evening. His combat tour was finished! George Hrico went home.
One shudders to think of the possible tragic consequences of this “drunken prank”. If
pilot Dick Thieme had not been awakened by the dense smoke in their sleeping quarters and
then aroused his buddies - - the “celebration” could have had a catastrophic ending. Editor

$200 in memory of Stelios “Jimmy” Pappas, by John B. Henry, Jr. “Stelios was
my driver, who aided me in many ways.”
$200 in memory of pilots George and William Preddy by the Preddy Memorial
Foundation.
$100 in memory of CO’s driver, Stelios “Jimmy” Pappas, by his wife Jacqueline.
$80 in memory of Homing Station operator, Primo Zambardo by his son Thomas.
$80 in memory of Albert Grandy, Jr. Homing Station operator by his wife Rachel.
$60 in memory of Red Cross Director Mary Williams by her son, David
$60 in memory of pilot Robert E. Irion by his wife, Beverly.,
$50 in memory of pilot James Woolery by his wife, “Pepper”.
$50 in memory of pilot Jim Mankie by his son Don,
$25 in memory of pilot “Gilly” Cohen by Herman Mondschein
$25 in memory of Flight Surgeon Fred Scroggin by his wife, Jane.
Donations
We received a $275 donation from André Mitildjan, who lives in Normandy,
France with this comment, “It is a “must” for everyone in Europe to support heroes
who fought for freedom!!”
$70 Dutch Eisenhart, $70 Bayard Lawes, $50 Philip Loveless, $50 Robert
Frisch, $50 Charles J. Steffen, Jr., $50 John Wilson, $50 Thomas Sams, $40 E. E.
Shirey, $35 Michael Cotter, , $30 Frank Swinand, $25 June Knaack, $25 Claire
Harry, $25 David Delisio, $25 Bill Raines, $25 Donald Quale, $20 Warren Olsen,
$20 Herbert Caywood, $20 Dave Ails, $20 Alfred Zacchilli, $15 Con Hatfield.
We thank you all for your generous donations.
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The 505th Squadron CO
By Ron Miller, armorer 505th FS
Aloha Steve,
My personal experiences with Major Michael McPharlin follow:My duty assignment was NCO of the Armament Section (505th
Squadron) with the rank of Master Sergeant.
Our fighters were on a support mission for Army tank
maneuvers at the time and
Maj. McPharlin’s guns did
not fire! Instead of taking his problem to our
Armament Officer (Lt. Sam Bennett – the
customary procedure), McPharlin put me into a
typical British "brace" while he rendered me a
seething "butt chewing" for his guns not firing - and this he did in the presence of a group of
bystanders.
Subsequent
investigation
by
myself
identified the problem as his failure to flip the
safety switch (Arming the guns) as pilots must do
when preparing to use the weapons. (It was a
pilot error! - Not mine! - – Armament!)
I had just returned from a hospital stay in
Blyth due to C- rations being incompatible with my
stomach and in the interim the Major had
assigned John F. Murray as Armament NCO. John
D. Murray subsequently replaced “John F.”
McPharlin offered me the choice of
transferring to another outfit, in rank, or remain
with the 339th with a “down-grade” to the rank
of Staff Sergeant. I elected to sacrifice the
rank and job assignment previously held in order
to remain with the unit I had trained with for so
McPharlin shortly before he was killed.
many months.
Even his uniform looks more British than GI.
Fortunately my highest rank held valid for
retirement pay purposes, but to this day, I still feel uncomfortable with the crude manner by
which McPharlin handled the situation. But at the time I felt it would serve no good purpose
to make an issue of the matter.
“Major and I” continued next page

Reunion 2007 – Sept.30th – Oct.4th, San Antonio, TX - See pages 18-19 for details
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I have already previously expanded to you some of my attitude toward McPharlin. In
some ways I look upon him as having been a very unfortunate individual trying to prove to
himself as being worthy.
Another incident with Major McPharlin.:Once each year the enlisted men were sent to the Rifle Range to qualify with a
Springfield or M-16. Officers went to the Pistol Range to fire the .45 pistol.
It was a very hot day when McPharlin did his bit with the .45. He had stripped down
to his bare chest. I was behind him and could see the horribly scarred right side of his
chest anterior.
According to the story, the right side of his canopy had been smashed by flak and the
shattered pieces had chewed apart his right lung.
Often times a military person feels a tremendous respect and admiration for someone
wounded in combat so at that moment I felt likewise for him. - I think everyone else reacted
empathetic also. One could not help admiring him, - he had survived!
My prior remarks about him are true and I feel my opinion to be an honest evaluation.
But it is fact also that few in the squadron seemed to have much of a liking for him
neither as a C.O. nor as a person.
Incidentally, he did quite well that day with the pistol.
Aloha, Ron

The 339th on the Internet!
339th Fighter Group Homepage, Web Master - Tim Ferrell: http://ourworld.cs.com/the339thftrgrp
"Little Friends" 8th AF Web site: -Web Master Peter Randall
http://www.littlefriends.co.uk
Web-Birds Web site: - Web Master Jim Sterling
http://www.web-birds.com/8th/339/339
The Village of Fowlmere Web site: - Fowlmere, England,
http://www.fowlmerevillage.com
My Email address is: - stephen.ananian@mindspring.com
My Phone # (864) 288-2599

339th Fighter Group Lapel Pins
This polished pewter four-colored Cloisonné lapel pin is a thing of
beauty! Only 7/8 of an inch in diameter it looks like a piece of fine jewelry.
While we still have a few left! When they are gone that will be it! The
price is $10 each plus $2 shipping per order. Just drop me a line with a check
Actual size!
Page 12
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The 63rd Anniversary of D-Day!
By Stephen C. Ananian,
Editor, pilot 505th

On June 6th 2007 we will celebrate the 63rd anniversary of
D-Day! The 339th flew around-the-clock, three missions a day until
the invasion beaches were secure. In that three-day battle we
destroyed twenty-one enemy aircraft (17 air, 4 ground), plus many
trucks, trains, tanks and enemy convoys. We lost two men on June 6th
Lt Elton Brownshadel, 504th (Spun out in bad weather) KIA and Maj Michael McPharlin, HQ
KIA (while flying with the 4th FG). On June 8th we lost Lt Joseph Sawicki, 505th KIA and Lt
Robert Smith, 503rd KIA and Lt Philip Ewing who evaded
capture and returned to fly combat again!
We honor these brave men in this issue by reprinting an
article by Jim Starnes and a new story by Ron Miller about the
colorful Maj McPharlin along with newly discovered
photographs of the Major.
The residents of Mairie de Princé, France are conducting
ceremonies in honor of Lt Joseph Sawicki on June 24th and
have invited all members of the 339th to attend. We will have
the story and pictures hopefully in the next issue.
Our lead story is by Larry Powell about our upcoming
reunion in San Antonio. Larry with the assistance of Sharon
and Bill Clark has come up with another great event. In order
to avoid a conflict with the air show, “The Gathering of
Mustangs” in Ohio, we start our Reunion this year on Sunday
Dave Ails
th
Sept 30 rather then the usual start on a Wednesday! Thus
allowing our members the opportunity of attending that exciting event as well!
We are also introducing you to the work of Dave Ails, Aviation enthusiast, pilot and
artist in this issue with his computer drawing (p. 6) of your editor in a high-speed dive. See
Dave’s letter on p. 15. He is also working on a calendar showing members of the 339th Fighter
Group. He has offered to draw pictures for our newsletters. We thank you Dave and I accept
his offer to call on him again. Dave will draw a picture of your “Bird” and put it on the cover
of Motor Trend Magazine like Jim’s! Those interested contact Dave. His address is on p. 17.
The latest 2007 roster of members is available for you dues-paying members.
Just drop me a line and ask for it!
Blue Skies!

Reunion 2007 – Sept.30th – Oct.4th, San Antonio, TX - See pages 18-19 for details
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Alister Raby

Leonard Fiorito

Jerome Murphy

Woodrow Salgren

Stellios Pappas

Alister Raby, “Friend of the 339th FG”, aviation historian and author
passed away peacefully on Saturday the 10th of February 2007 in England. Martin Sheldrick, friend
Leonard J. Fiorito, 503rd pilot, passed away peacefully on Wednesday,
February 21st 2007. A Graveside Ceremony with Military Honors will be held in
the Woodlawn National Cemetery at a time and date to be announced in
the spring. - George Foray, friend
Jerome T. Murphy, 505th pilot. Newsletter returned marked – DECEASED!
- Editor
Woodrow Keil Salgren, 504th armorer. – thought I would let you know
that another of the “good guys” has passed away. My husband Woodrow
died on March 11th. 2007. - Milie Salgren.
Stelios A. “Jimmy” Pappas, CO’s driver. - Passed away peacefully in his
sleep on April 26, 2007. He is survived by his devoted wife Jackie, of sixty one
years whom he met and married in England, during WWII. - John B. Henry, Jr.

We offer our condolences to all the families.

Another Historian is asking for your stories: -

3/16/07

I can’t thank the men and women of WWII Enough. Ever since I attended the National
WWII Memorial dedication in 2004, and met so many WWII veterans, I have been collecting
stories from WWII veterans. During this time I have also made a video in honor of all who
served during WWII. The video showcases different WWII Museums and Memorials and is set
to some big band and WWII era songs. The hopes of this video are not only to thank each of
you, but to also present a couple of places you may not have had the chance to visit yet, while
listening to some wonderful music. This video is FREE, you pay nothing, however I would
Page 14
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appreciate any written stories or copied pictures anyone would like to share. Whether it is one
page or 300 pages, anything at all would be wonderful, and I will pay for the postage
Email: Scott@theramseys.org
Please contact me with any questions.
Thank you Scott Ramsey (850)276-7324

Any of you out there with narratives for Scott please contact him. Steve
The following mail from a friend of the 339th FGA:Dear Mr. Ananian,
I hope you do not mind me sending you this email
message. Please excuse the intrusion. I have been contacting
individuals from the 339th FG in order to create some unique
artwork depicting the aircraft of the 339th. I have "painted"
each specific pilots paint scheme and nose art on a current Ford
Mustang. I have attached an example on the right that I did for
Mr. Jim Starnes. I create this artwork for my own enjoyment
and that of the specific pilot. I do not sell my work or publish it
in any form but will provide you a printed copy, at my expense,
in return for any specific information concerning your P-51. I
hope to complete a comprehensive series on the 339th. Since
there is limited information and even less in the way of
photographs, what I would respectfully request is any detail you
could provide me concerning your call numbers, tail numbers
and nose art on your aircraft. As a pilot and an artist, I have
Dave's re-creation of the
both an appreciation for the Mustang as well as an interest in
front cover of Motor Trend
creating something I believe is truly unique depicting this Magazine with Jim Starnes
legendary aircraft. Again, please understand that my interest in and his bird "Tar Heel".
contacting you concerns my request for your help. Thank you in
advance for any help you can provide and I hope to hear from you.
Blue skies, Dave Ails - Frederick, MD

Dave has volunteered to create pictures for our newsletter. See the first one of
me in a dive on page 10.
This note from a relative of “Top B-24 pilot” and 339th fighter pilot Ken Gilbert: Steve,

3/3/07
I just want to say hello from Portland, Oregon. All is well here. I thank you for the
Newsletter I received, it is always nice to hear what John Harris is up to, maybe one day I will
make my way east. Well God bless you and your family, thank you again for all your work on
the news letter,
Blakely Shane Gilbert, family to Kenneth Gilbert

We are pleased to welcome you to the 339th FGA family!

Mail Bag continued next page

Reunion 2007 – Sept.30th – Oct.4th, San Antonio, TX - See pages 18-19 for details
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This note from our Ron Miller, 505th FS armorer and Newsletter staff: Aloha Steve,
4/3/07
Just thought you might like to know--my grandson Forrest, on Marine duty stationed in
Iraq, and is scheduled for a return to home on May 22nd. Not for certain as to whether it will
be a furlough or a reassignment of station. Needless to say, I will be very pleased to see him. - Perhaps that lady (still don't know her name) who promised to "pray real hard" for him
really has inroad with that big guy in the sky. Either way, I do appreciate her speaking to Him
on our behalf.

One can never underestimate the power of prayer!
The following note from 504th Unit director Bill. Clark, Jr.

Left - A model of 339th CO Bill Clark’s plane “Happy IV” and on right Bill jr. at work on model of Dad’s plane.

Steve,

4/6/07
Thought you might like to see this model I just completed of my father's 339th aircraft.
It's a 1:18th scale and my problem now is finding a place to put it.
Think anyone would be interested in seeing it at the reunion? - - - Blue Skies, Bill Clark, Jr.

We sure would love to see it! Please bring it to San Antonio. Steve
I received this sad news from a kind friend: Dear Steve,
2/25/2007
For the past two and one half years I have visited Lenny at St. Joseph's Hospital,
Elmira, NY. He and I talked a lot about airplanes, flying, WW II, and about his work as a
mechanical engineer for the General Electric Corporation. I spent 35 years working for the
Grumman Aerospace Corporation; and am a United States Air Force veteran from the Korean
War, so our backgrounds clicked. Initially Lenny fought having to be in a nursing facility, he
enjoyed being retired and working around his house, doing wood projects, and just enjoying life
after a very successful career with General Electric.
I did some initial research and hooked him up with the 339th Fighter Group
Association. He was very surprised that anyone remembered who he was, let alone being
interested in him. This was a very important moment in his life. Memories of his service days
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and experiences resurfaced: walking to an airfield near Leroy NY and being around airplanes
and flying, which later pointed him towards military training and
flying during WW II. There is much we talked about, including his
flying so low through balloon cables strung from a German train
during a strafing mission. We had a good laugh with that stunt...he
sure loved his Mustang. As you probably know Lenny was a quiet
person but, very engaging when he got to know you. He will be
missed.
Lenny was born March 19, 1921 in LeRoy, NY, he passed away
peacefully on Wednesday, February 21, 2007. Lenny married his
childhood sweetheart Sarah Record, on July 16, 1949, in Elmira, NY.
They were married 57 years. You might recall that Lenny's aircraft
was named "Sally".
Capt. Leonard Fiorito,
I would like to thank you and all the other members of the
339th who reconnected with Lenny. It meant a lot, and really touched him deeply. He
repeatedly mentioned it every time he received a copy of the Newsletter.
Peace, George Foray

We thank you for your assistance to Lenny and for introducing him to the 339th
FGA. I for one will never forget his combat film - flying through those anti-aircraft
cables while strafing a train! We will miss him! Steve

Make the following additions or changes to your new mailing list: Change: Rosen, Janet, 504th Widow of pilot
6257 Telegraph Rd. Apt. 232, Bloomfield Hills, MI 48301-1649
Knott, Clarence W. 503rd – Pilot, 295 Crescent Way, Montpelier, VA 23192
Irion, Mrs. Beverly, 505th –Widow of pilot, 8324 Willow Creek Drive, Sandy, UT 84093-1105,
Thomas G. Sams, 503rd Pilot, 105 Boot Hill, Horseshoe Bay Texas 78657

Add: 505th

Rich, Jeff,
Son of pilot, 216 Spalding Trail NE, Atlanta, GA 30328
Rich, Clint, 505th Son of pilot, 96174 Light Wind Drive, Fernandina Beach, Fl 32034
Rich, Steve, 505th Son of pilot, 8346 Chisholm Plantation Road, Edisto
Beach, SC 29438,
Zambardo, Thomas, 503rd Son of Homing Station Operator
82 Deer Run Road, Fairfield, CT 06824-7308
Ailes, Dave J., Friend of the 339th FGA,6409 Barrington Drive, Frederick, MD 21701
Delete:Jean Heiliger, Deceased – Margaret Mikkila, Newsletter returned “In Assisted Living”- Mrs.
Ira Ebersole, Newsletter returned “No Forwarding Address”

The New 2007 Roster is available for members!
Reunion 2007 – Sept.30th – Oct.4th, San Antonio, TX - See pages 18-19 for details
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Reunion Side Trip
San Antonio City Tour –

Oct. 1st Monday – Narrated tour of San Antonio - Explore the Alamo – The WWII Airfields
that some of us trained at – Tower of the Americas, Alamodome and the Rivercenter Mall.
Four hour tour only
price $30

Wednesday Banquet Dinner Menu

Sesame Crusted Breast of Chicken - Served with Madeira Wine Sauce Rice Pilaf and
Seasonal Vegetables

price $45
Grilled Norwegian Salmon – Served with Shrimp Mousse and Citrus Sauce, Steamed
Asparagus Tips and Orzo Pasta
price $50
Filet Mignon - Wrapped in Bacon, Twice baked Potato and Seasonal Vegetables
price $50
Dinners are served with EI Tropicano Garden Salad and Selection of Dessert - Freshly
Baked Rolls with Butter - Freshly Brewed Colombian Coffee and Freshly Brewed Iced Tea with
Lemon Wedges
All prices Include 20% Taxable Service Charge (Tip) and applicable Sales Tax.

Farewell Breakfast Buffet on Thursday, October 4th:
The Portage - Freshly Squeezed Orange, Grapefruit, Tomato, Pineapple, Cranberry or
Apple Juice - Farm Fresh Scrambled Eggs with Breakfast Potatoes and Grilled Onions – Texas
Style French Toast - Hickory Smoked Bacon and Country Style Sausage - Shredded Cheese Salsa - Flour Tortillas - Riverwalk Bakers Basket - Freshly Brewed Colombian Coffee
$20 per person (Includes 20% Tip and applicable Sales Tax)

Reunion Tentative Schedule of Events
Sept. 30th Sunday All Units will Host Bar!
12:00noon – Registration at 339th Hospitality Room
5:00pm – 6:00pm Welcome meeting at the “Hospitality Room”
Oct. 1st Monday 505th will Host Bar!
8:30am 1:00pm – San Antonio City Tour.
7:30pm – Possible Unit Dinners - Socialize and refreshments at “Hospitality Room”
Oct. 2nd Tuesday 504th will Host Bar!
9:00am – 10:00am - Board of Director’s Meeting in the “Hospitality Room”
10:00AM – 11:00am - General Membership meeting
Free schedule rest of the day to socialize, see the sights or whatever.
7:30pm – Possible Unit Dinners - Socialize and refreshments at “Hospitality Room” after
Oct. 3rd Wednesday 503rd will Host Bar!
Free schedule all day to socialize, see the sights or whatever.
6:00pm - Cash Bar - followed by
7:00pm - Banquet Dinner - After dinner socialize at “Hospitality Room” after
Oct. 4th Thursday morning
6:30am – 9:30am - Farewell Breakfast Buffet
12:00noon Checkout. We say farewell - “SEE YOU NEXT YEAR”
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The 339th Reunion Registration Form
Please fill in your Name
First _________________ Last ____________________________ Unit ______ Number attending ______
Please list additional guest names separately for Name Tags.
Registration Fee
San Antonio City Tour

$15
$30

Number
each ________
each ________

Amount
________
________

each ________
each ________
each ________

________
________
________

Wednesday Night Banquet Dinner
Fish
Beef
Chicken

$50
$50
$45

Thursday Morning Farewell Breakfast
Farewell Breakfast

$20

each ________

Make your checks payable to the 339th Fighter Group Association
And mail with this completed form (or photo copy) to: -

Total

________
________

Richard G. Thieme, Treasurer, 2732 South 7th Street, Sheboygan, WI 53081-6802
Phone: (920) 452-4780

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Unit Dinners
First __________________ Last ___________________ Unit _____ Number attending ______
Amount
(NAME above)
Number
Indicate number of each 
Chicken ________ @ $45
per person $ ________
Beef
_________ @ $45
per person $ ________
TOTAL $ ________
Mail this coupon (or photo copy) with checks to the appropriate unit directors listed above.

 ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Unit Directors
503rd Unit Dinner - Fill out unit form below and mail with $45 check made payable to: -

Luther Francis, 503rd Director, 29 Hillview Road, Gorham, ME 04038 Phone: (207)-839-8744

504th, HQ & ORD Unit Dinners - This year our CO, HQ & ORD are invited to join the 504th
Unit Dinner. Fill out unit form below and mail with $45 checks made payable to: William Clark, Jr., 109 Sherwood Oaks Dr., Waco, TX 76705- Phone: (570) 689-4090

505th Unit Dinner - Fill out the form below and mail with $45 check made payable to: -

Dave Williams, 505th Director, c/o Jeff Williams, 1111 Army Navy Drive #1419, Arlington, VA
22202 Cell Phone: 703-244-9992.

Your 2007 DUES ARE DUE!
Your $10 (tax-deductible) dues help cover the cost of this newsletter.
Newsletter Circulation – 472 – (435 USA, 37 Overseas)
Reunion 2007 – Sept.30th – Oct.4th, San Antonio, TX - See pages 18-19 for details
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C/o Stephen C. Ananian
4 North Orchard Farms Avenue
Simpsonville, SC 29681-4866, USA

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

To: Mailing Address



Clip here

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -MAILING LIST UPDATE FORM - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Check your name and address on the mailing label. Make certain it is correct. If not, fill out

this form and mail to the address below. If you wish to pay dues you may also use this form.
 Please accept my donation of $10 for my dues for the 339th FGA. (Tax Exempt)
Please add my name to the mailing list.
Please send me ________ 339th Lapel Pins @ $10 each plus $2 additional for shipping
(Number of pins)

 Please mail me the 2007 Membership Roster (Mailing addresses).

339th Fighter Group Association, Inc.
C/o S. C. Ananian
4 North Orchard Farms Ave.,
Simpsonville, SC 29681-4866, USA

NAME _____________________________________________________
First

Middle

Last

ADDRESS __________________________________________________
CITY _________________________ STATE _________ ZIP _________
Phone (if you wish) ______________ E-mail _________________________________

