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The American Military Cemetery at Cambridge 

By Peter Randall, honorary member of the 339th FG 
May 28, 2007 - I met up with Nick and Julie King at Madingley this morning for what was 

certainly the wettest Memorial Day that I have ever attended!  It 

 Twice each year on Memorial and Veteran’s Day small American and British flags are placed in 
front of the 3,812 headstones at Madingley Cemetery in Cambridge, England, to honor those buried 
there.                                                               
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poured with rain from start to finish and we sat huddled together to try and keep the rain 
off and generate some warmth. It was that cold!  Unfortunately the typically English spring 
weather ruined any chance of decent photography and of course cancelled any fly-pasts due 
to ultra-low cloud base.  

You will be pleased to know though that Martin also braved the conditions to lay the 
wreath for the 339th - medal needed there!  Once again Martin was the 339th “Wreath 
Bearer” and donated the wreath below that was laid at the base of the “Wall of the Missing”. 

                                                                                                                

       Above – 339th Wreath as always is donated by 
Martin Sheldrick who is also the official “Wreath 
Bearer”. Ribbon reads “339th Fighter Group 
Association.”                            Photo Peter Randall 
       Left - Wreath Bearers hand over wreaths to 
be laid at the foot of the “Wall of The Missing” 

Photo Tony Marglocchi 

Right - This year's distinguished 
guest list for the annual Memorial Day 
ceremony held at the Madingley World War 
II American Cemetery included L to R -
U.S. Ambassador Robert H. Tuttle from 
London, Her Majesties Lord Lieutenant 
Hugh Duberly of Cambridgeshire, Maj. Gen. 
Paul Fletcher, 3rd Air Force commander 
and U.S. Air Forces in Europe Command 
Chaplain Col. Carl Andrew. 

(AF photo T/Sgt. Tracy L. DeMarco)
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 Memorial Day ceremony honors sacrifice of troops 
By Bryan Mitchell, Stars and Stripes 

“Used with permission from Stars and Stripes. © 2007 Stars and Stripes.” 
 Reprinted here from UK Stars and Stripes weekly edition, Wednesday, May 30, 2007 - 
MADINGLEY: - A cold, windy winter’s rain couldn’t have picked a worse hour to revisit the 
English spring Monday as hundreds flocked to the Madingley American Cemetery for the 
annual Memorial Day ceremony.  
 The terribly gusting winds and low visibility eschewed the scheduled flyovers of the 
last remaining airworthy B-17 and a contingent of F-15Es in the “missing man” formation, but 
did not conspire to keep scores of young and old from both sides of the Atlantic from 
honoring the fallen.  

“We owe to them a debt, which we may never be able to repay,” said Her Majesty’s 
Lord-Lieutenant of Cambridgeshire, Hugh Duberly, during his address through the sweeping 
rain. “So we come here today to recognize their honor.” 

Madingley American Cemetery is the 30.5-acre rural Cambridgeshire final resting 
place for 3,812 Americans who died during World War II, the majority of which served in 
the Air Force’s predecessor, the Army Air Corps, in East Anglia during the war.  

Established in 1943 and first dedicated in 1956, the cemetery is also home to a 472-
foot-long wall etched with the names of another 5,125 Americans who perished in the war 
but whose remains were never found.  

It’s a hallowed place that draws thousands of visitors each year, many who come to 
wander among the identical cross and Star of David headstones in respectful silence.  

But twice a year — Memorial Day and Veterans Day — the American and British 
militaries collaborate to host ceremonies that draw hundreds. The RAF Mildenhall-based 
100th Air Refueling Wing hosted Monday’s event.  

“I’ve been here for several years, and have always wanted to do this, but have always 
been deployed when this happens,” said Staff Sgt. Jonathan Garcia, 27, of Atlanta. “So I’m 
glad I made it out this year.” 

No doubt the nasty weather kept some at bay, but hundreds still trudged dutifully 
through the late-morning ceremony with an air of resolution, if somehow to be that much 
closer to the heroes underfoot.  

“The chaps who are buried here did wonderful things for us, so we have to repay them 
somehow,” said May Fowler, who represented the Royal British Legion Sawston and 
Pampisford Battalion.                                                                                     
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   Doctor Fred Scroggin, Flight Surgeon 
By James R. Starnes, Staff Columnist, pilot 505thFS 

In my opinion there was no World War II outfit as fortunate 
as the 505th Fighter Squadron. We were blessed with the good 
fortune of having Doc Scroggin as our medical officer/flight surgeon. 
He joined the Squadron at Walterboro, SC, and went with us to Rice 

Field, CA. Dr. Scroggin served us well in the desert and remained with us for the rest of the 
war. He was always there when you needed him. Like the time 
we were boarding our ship in NY to go overseas. A distraught 
enlisted man had climbed the rigging and was delaying our 
departure. Doc saved the day and helped persuade the man to 
climb down from the ship's rigging, thus allowing us to sail with 
our convoy. While we were crossing the north Atlantic, one of 
the men suffered a severe appendectomy. Doc, always there, 
led the team of physicians who operated on him aboard ship. 

The damp British weather at Fowlmere was a marked 
contrast to the climate of Rice Field, and Colds were a constant 
problem with all the men. In spite of this Doc kept the 
squadron in good health. One frustrated enlisted man thought 
he could cure the common Cold with his “home” remedies and 
made fun of Doc and his vitamins! He told Dr. Scroggin he 
couldn't cure a ham. “Good natured” Doc just laughed and went 
on about his business giving out vitamins to the men.  

While on “runway alert”, Doc helped save a pilot to escape from his burning P-51. Doc 
was awarded the Soldier's Medal for that heroic deed and Gen. Woodbury presented it to 
him. He even helped me when I had a boil on my neck. Doc lanced it and cleaned out the 
wound. No fault of Doc, I passed out from the pain, but the job was done professionally. 
After the war he returned to his native Kentucky and started a medical practice at Dry 
Ridge, KY. “Doc” Scroggin had a great interest in wildlife! When we formed the 339th 
Fighter Group Association, Fred was active in the National Wildlife Association, where he 
served as president with honor and distinction. He was active in our association as well and 
even served us as president for one term. He was a great speaker! We all looked forward to 
the banquet dinners when he was guest speaker. He always had great jokes to tell!  

I am proud to count among my friends, the late, great Dr. Fred R. Scroggin. 
   

Capt. Fred R. Scroggin 
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We Honor Our Fallen Comrades! 
By Stephen C. Ananian,                                                                  

Editor, pilot 505th FS 

Once again our “Friends of the 339th” in England came through 
for us and attended the memorial services at Madingley to honor our 
fallen comrades. They braved extremely harsh weather conditions 
and laid a wreath for the 339th FG at the base of the “Wall of the 
Missing”. Martin Sheldrick our official “Wreath Bearer” for these occasions once again was 
there representing the 339th FG and donated the wreath. Peter Randall tells the story on the 
first page of this issue. To Martin Sheldrick, Peter Randall, Phyllis and Nick King we owe our 
undying gratitude. How fortunate we are to have friends such as these.  

August 31st Deadline date for your hotel reservations! 
There are a few corrections to phone numbers as printed in the last issue regarding 

our reunion in San Antonio. I sent out Post-
Cards with the corrections on June 20th to 
all our readers but in case you did not 
receive the card or discarded it with the 
“Junk Mail”, I will again bring it to your 
attention. The phone numbers to call for 
hotel reservations are as follows: - call the 
hotel direct at 1-210-223-9461. Tell them 
you are with the 339th Fighter Group and 
want the special low rate ($99 a night). This 
is good for three days before and three 
days after. So come early and stay late! Our 
Group Number is F39 and the dates of our 
Reunion are checking in at 3PM Sunday September 30th and check out Thursday morning 
October 4th. The toll free number to call is 1-800-423-0908. The name of the hotel is the 
Holiday Inn El Tropicano Riverwalk Hotel, 110 Lexington Ave., San Antonio Texas, 78205. 

The deadline for making reservations at this rate is August 31, 2007, so do not delay! 
See the June Issue for complete details. Please note the dates for our Banquet dinner 

are Wednesday night on October 3rd and our farewell breakfast is Thursday morning. The 
mail-in-forms in the last issue had the wrong dates although the Schedule of Events was 
correct! We are printing the details again in this issue on pages 18 & 19 in hopes that this will 
eliminate any confusion.  

Blue Skies!                  
 

El Tropicano Riverwalk Hotel, San Antonio, Texas 
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Mustangs of the 339th down 13 Jets! 
By S. Ananian, pilot, 505th FS 

The author has been in five separate encounters with ME-262s and is credited with 
having destroyed one and damaging two others! The only living “Jet killer” of the 339th! 

At a recent reunion in Nashville Leroy “Lee” Steiger 505th pilot and I were reminiscing 
about some of our encounters with the German Jets while partaking of a few “pints”. We 
were discussing in particular the mission on 4 April ’45 when Capt. Harry Corey (505th) 
downed a ME-262. Both Lee Steiger and I took part in that engagement. Leroy was just 
behind Harry, protecting his tail when a piece of the disintegrating Jet smashed Lee’s canopy 
and tore the goggles from his head! Fortunately Steiger was able to return and land his 
damaged “Bird” without injury to himself.  Lee said, “People do not believe me when I tell 
them the only enemy aircraft I fought were Jets! Steve you have to write about it in the 
Newsletter. Tell them about our experiences with those “Blow Jobs”!”  

“Flaming A Blow Job” by noted aviation artist R. G. Smith shows a 339th Mustang downing a ME-
262. Robert Grant Smith is regarded by many as the American master. Painting is printed here with the
permission of his daughter, Sharlyn Marsh - SharlynMarsh@aol com - Thank you Sharlyn!
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This then, is that story as I experienced it.  
Since jet-propelled aircraft, with flames blowing to the rear, 

bear a resemblance to a plumber’s “blow torch”, they were referred 
to as “Blow Jobs” by Allied pilots. On the other hand the German 
pilots called the ME-262, “the Swallow” because of its birdlike 
appearance in flight! Our bomber crews on the other hand, thought 
that Vulture would be a more appropriate name! 

The 339th was fairly successful in combating the German 
Messerschmitt 262! The Group was credited with having destroyed 
12 (unofficially 13) jet-propelled fighters. Making our Group the 
second highest scoring Fighter Group in the Eighth Air Force for 
the downing of Jets! Top scorer was Lt. N. Greer who is credited 
with downing one 262 and sharing another kill with Lt. B. Langhor.  

Unfortunately we lost three (possibly 4) of our pilots to the 
“Blow Jobs” when they were bounced from behind by these high speed aircraft (560 mph 
max.).  None of the unfortunate pilots (2 POWs – 1 KIA) recall ever seeing the Jet that 
downed them. They never knew what hit them! 

We never lost a pilot in an actual “Dog Fight” with these planes! “Thirteen of theirs to 
three of ours” are pretty good odds - considering that the Jets were supposedly invincible! 
The “Swallows” wreaked havoc on the bombers by diving through their formations firing four 
30mm canons (the heaviest armor of the world at that time). Flying at 100 miles per hour 
faster than the fastest conventional fighter, the ME-262s were the “King of the Hill”. They 
were almost impossible to stop! 

Question - “Where does a six hundred pound Gorilla sit?”  
Answer – “Anywhere it wants to!” 
The ME-262s were the “Gorillas” of the Sky!  
Escorting fighters would drop their external wing tanks and give chase but the Jets 

were far too fast to catch. The result was that the Mustangs, having jettisoned their fuel, 
had to abandon the bombers they were escorting and return to base. Leaving the “Big 
Friends” open to attack by the waiting conventional German fighters.  

This became the strategy of the German Luftwaffe. - Send up the Jets early in the 
Allied bombing mission to shoot down the incoming bombers and in doing so, draw off the 
escorting Mustangs. This left the conventional ME-109s and FW-190s free to attack the 
unprotected bombers. It was quite demoralizing to the “Big Friends” to say the least! 

The Eighth Air Force Fighter Command responded to this tactic by ordering all the 
escorting fighters to stay with the bombers and not chase the ME-262s! Unless individual 
fighters were directly attacked! Then that fighter could engage in 1 to 1 combat. 

One must point out that these sub-sonic Jets had some serious shortcomings too! They 
lacked maneuverability; in a “Dog Fight” they were no match with the highly maneuverable 
Mustang! Jet-propelled aircraft engines are “gas-guzzlers”! They had a 

Lt. Leroy Steiger 
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limited range of about 45 minutes of flight! This was far too short for escorting long range 
bombers. Unlike the present-day Jets, those delicate Jet engines required constant 
maintenance. Engines were changed after twenty hours of use. It took many years until 
improvements in metallurgy and technology had conquered the very serious problems faced 
by the early jet-propelled aircraft. All they had was speed! But that was more than enough! 

If you were a Swallow pilot your tactic was to “Hit and 
Run”! Never turn into your opponent, because when you turned, 
the more maneuverable conventional fighter would have you in his 
gun-sights! 

If you were an allied pilot you caught them on their return 
to base when they were out of fuel! They were “sitting ducks” and 
vulnerable to destruction. Nearly all the Jet victories were 
scored in this manner. Practically none in actual dogfights! 

The Luftwaffe had another very serious problem. Too many 
of their Jets were being lost in bad weather due to the 
insufficient training of German fighter pilots. This problem 
became so severe that the Luftwaffe decided to change their 
strategy and put bomber pilots at the controls of the ME-262. 
Bomber pilots were trained in “Flying Blind”, so this made sense!  

The Luftwaffe organized an “all-weather” fighter unit 
KG(J)54. This unit was led by German ace Oberstleutnant (1st Lt.) 
Volprecht Riedsel Freiherr zu Eisenach. The aircrews were all 

JU-88 and HE-111 pilots and had considerable experience in instrument flying but little or no 
training in fighter tactics.  

Up to February 9th 1945 only 25 Jets had been shot down by Allied pilots!  
On February 9th 1945 things Changed! 
TEN Jet fighters from the “All-Weather” unit came up to attack the stream of 1,300 

bombers and 850 fighters. In a very short time FIVE of these Jets were shot down by Allied 
pilots! This was unheard of! Never before had the “Elite” Jet pilots met with such a tragic 
loss!  At days end, according to the New York Times, only nineteen Allied bombers and three 
fighters were lost! 

I was lucky to be one of the victorious Allied fighter pilots that day!  
What a thrill it was! I had engaged three ME-262s in a dog fight at 15,000 feet and 

shot down one while the other two took off! I became the first pilot of the 339th to shoot 
down a Jet!  

But later that day, Mustangs of the 339th flew a “sweep” during which a single ME-262 
was sighted. The Jet was chased and claimed “Damaged” by Lt. Jerome J. Sainlar of the 
504th FS at 1700 hours. Unknowingly, he actually caused the destruction of “White 18” of 
III/EJG 2, the German Jet was piloted by Unteroffizier (2nd Lt.) Heinz Speck who was killed 
when his fighter crashed as he attempted to land his damaged craft. Thus Lt. Sainlar 

   Kommodore of KG(J)54 
downed by the author in a 
dog fight at 15,000 feet on 
9 Feb ’45. - Lorenze Rasse 



NEWSLETTER of the 339th Fighter Group Association September 1, 2007 

Reunion 2007 – Sept.30th – Oct.4th, San Antonio, TX - See pages 18-19 for details         Page 9          

technically became the second member of the 339th to down a Jet! This increased the 
German Jet losses to SIX for that day! The 339th had downed two of them! 

The truth is that I was Lucky! What we did not know at the time, was that the 
aircrews flying those ten ME-262s on February ninth, were bomber pilots of the “All-
Weather” KG (J) 54, flying their first combat mission in those Jets.   

Unaware of this, that air battle sent a message to Allied fighter pilots that these 
“much feared” Jets were vulnerable - they could be destroyed in one-to-one combat. After 
that day, Allied fighters conducted sweeps looking for these Jets and destroyed ME-262s 
with a vengeance. According to “Air Force” magazine the Germans were able to put up three 
hundred ME-262s in combat during WWII and Allied fighters shot down one hundred, - one 
third of them! On page eleven I have printed the actual claims of the pilots of the 339th. 
Most of those “damaged” claims were no more than picture taking encounters of those “seen 
but soon gone” ME-262s. That is except for Lt. Jerome J. Sainlar’s claim which as stated 
previously was actually destroyed! But it shows how we fearlessly pursued the enemy “Blow 
Jobs”! We made their lives miserable! Always dreading the possibility that there were 
Mustangs waiting for them when they returned, low on fuel, to base! 

When one considers that we, the 339th FG, were instrumental in destroying 13 of 
these Jets! John Henry’s boys, “The Lads from Fowlmere” did quite well! 

After the war, ME-262 Historian Lorenze Rasse, interviewed pilots of KG (J) 54 who 
survived that 9 Feb ’45 battle. They claim I had downed their leader, Jet Ace 
Oberstleutnant Volprecht Riedsel Freiherr zu Eisenach, Kommodore of KG (J) 54. 

There are those that say if Hitler had used the ME-262 as a fighter earlier in the war 
that the end results would have been different. I question that premise! The war might have 
taken a few months longer, we certainly would have lost more bombers but we still would have 
won the war! Remember! The Atom Bomb was only a few months away!  

I must also point out that during the Korean War we had Mustangs of the USAF 
fighting the Russian “Migs”, a far superior Jet compared to the Swallow. Hampered by a lack 
of guts the American politicians of that day refused to grant our pilots permission to attack 
“Mig” bases, where the Jets were the most vulnerable! In spite of this serious drawback, the 
same Mustangs of WWII, piloted by veteran airmen, still maintained “air-superiority”.  
 Which aircraft was the superior fighter? Who Knows? Probably in a one-to-one “Dog 
Fight” it would end up in a draw. In the Korean War, highly decorated, Maj. Gen. Bill Bryan 
(503rd FS) and Col. Owen P. Farmer (505th FS) both were experienced Jet pilots but they 
volunteered to fly Mustangs in combat rather than Jets. Bill Bryan commanded a P-51 Fighter 
Group and Owen Farmer led a Squadron under him. Both men ended up with over 900 combat 
hours in the P-51 Mustang! That is some sort of record!  
 I once asked “OP” why he chose to fly the Mustang rather than an F-86 Saber Jet in 
combat. “O. P.” Farmer jokingly told me, “I felt more comfortable if my fuel gauges indicated 
gallons of gasoline rather than pounds of fuel. - So I flew Mustangs!” 

Who am I to disagree with “O. P.”?                                                
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These pilots of the 339th Fighter Group are credited with downing 13 German Jet- 

Propelled Fighters in Air to Air Combat! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     Lt. S. C. Ananian                   Lt. V. N.  Barto                       Lt. R. E.  Irion                 Lt. B. E. Langhor 

              Lt. R. F. Sargent                    Lt. C. W. Bennett               Lt. K. B. Everson, Jr.         

  Capt. R. C. Croker               Capt. H. R. Corey                Lt. J. C. Campbell        Lt/Col D. E. Shafer, Jr.   
 Sorry, pictures of three “Jet Killers” are missing, since I have no photos of Lt Robert C. 
Havighurst, Lt. Jerome J. Sainlar and Lt. Nile C. Greer, who is credited with downing 1½ Jets! 
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  From the “ME-262 Diary” 
Total 339th FG Jet Claims 

     31 Dec 44              Capt A. G. Hawkins (503)   1 damaged 
1- 9 Feb 45 Lt. S. C. Ananian (505) 1 destroyed 
     9 Feb 45 Lt. J. J. Sainlar (504)   1 damaged 
     3 Mar 45 Lt. R.G. Johnson (503)   1 damaged 
2- 20 Mar 45 Lt. V.N. Barto (504) 1 destroyed 
3- 20 Mar 45 Lt. R. E. Irion (505) 1 destroyed 
     20 Mar 45 Lt. K. V. Berguson (504)   1 damaged 
     20 Mar 45 Lt. R. S. Hill (503)   2 damaged 
4- 21 Mar 45 Lt B.  E. Langhor  (504) ½ destroyed } 
4- shared with Lt N. C. Greer (504) ½ destroyed } 
     25 Mar 45 Maj Shafer (503)   1 damaged   
5- 30 Mar 45 Lt R. F. Sargent (504) 1 destroyed 
6- 30 Mar 45 Lt. C. W. Bennett (504) 1 destroyed  1 damaged 
     30 Mar 45 Lt S. C. Ananian (505)   1 damaged 
     30 Mar 45 Capt G. T. Rich (505)   1 damaged 
 7- 4 Apr 45 Lt. N. C. Greer  (504) 1 destroyed 
8- 4 Apr 45 Capt K. B. Everson (504) ½ destroyed } 
8- shared with Capt R. C. Croker (504) ½ destroyed } 
9- 4 Apr 45 Capt H. R. Corey (505) 1 destroyed  
10 – 4 Apr 45 1/Lt. Robert C. Havighurst (504) 1 destroyed 
     5 Apr 45 Lt S. C. Ananian (505)   1 damaged 
     7 Apr 45 Lt R. V. Blizzard (504) 1 probable    1 damaged 
     7 Apr 45 Lt. P. E. Petitt (503)   1 damaged 
     7 Apr 45 Lt. L. M. Carter  (503)   1 damaged 
     7 Apr 45 Lt. C. M. Mason (504)   1 damaged 
     7 Apr 45 F/O J. J. Rice (505)   1 damaged 
     9 Apr 45 Lt H. F. Hunt (504)   1 damaged 
     9 Apr 45 Lt. L. M. Orcutt, Jr. (504)   1 damaged 
11- 17 Apr 45 Lt.  J. C. Campbell (503) 1 destroyed 
     18 Apr 45 Lt Col J. S. Thury (505)   1 damaged 
12- 18 April ’45  Lt/Col Dale E. Shafer,jr.  (503) 1 AR-234 destroyed 
13 – 9 Feb ’45 1 / Lt. Jerome J. Sainlar (504)             1 ME-262 destroyed (unconfirmed)  

 Note: - John Foreman and S. E. Harvey in their book “The Messerschmitt 
Combat Diary Me.262” write “Later in the day (Feb.9th) Mustangs of the 339th 
Fighter Group flew a sweep during which a single Me.262 was sighted. This was 
chased and claimed damaged by Lt. Jerome J. Sainlar at 1700 hours. He 
actually shot down “White 18” of III/EJG 2, Unteroffizier Heinz Speck dying 
when his damaged fighter crashed at Zusmalthausen.”                                                  
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When you smile - - 

We all smiled with you! 
By Ronald Miller, 

                   505th Armorer 

 We reprint this letter by Ron 
in memory of Jeanne Mulquin 
Wood, our Assistant Red Cross Director who has 
just recently passed away. 

Aloha Jeanne, 
I am at an age now where I think I have become a 

“Senior”. Time seems to pass so quickly – I reach out to 
grasp a chunk of it in order to accomplish some of what I 

would like to do but it just rattles on past - “Hell bent for election,” so to speak. Well, - then 
I start reflecting on the past - and invariably wind up at Fowlmere. 

For the pilots it was an exciting adventure - but for the ground crew, it was the 
drudgery of long hard hours just to keep those planes ready for flight. Many would become 
depressed! 

A man would enter the “Aero Club” (The Red Cross Recreation Center) with a frown 
that dragged clear to his ankles. The coffee wasn’t that good - but then he would catch a 
glimpse of Jeanne Mulquin, - she would smile her warm friendly way and his spirit would soar 
to the high heavens. 

It got to where many of those GIs would place her on a pedestal. - Some even revered 
her. She was a tremendous morale booster – a friend to everyone. 

You know Jeanne, Today, I think if I were to see you tomorrow morning you would still 
have that friendly smile for everyone. And everyone would love you just for being yourself! 

Aloha                                                                                                                                   
P.S.  It is a dreadful sorrow to have lost our Jeanne - but she does leave us with 

wonderful memories.  It is not at all a mistake to reckon her and Mary to having been angels 
to the 339th FG - and now they will miss us as much as we will them.                           

                                                                                                
                                                     

         Always smiling, Jeanne 
Mulquin, Red Cross Director 
seen here in the spring of 1945.   

Photo SCA 
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 Clarence B. Meier, 504th Armorer passed away peacefully at his home near 
Aurora Nebraska on May 13, 06.  He loved his farm where he spent the last 55 plus years 
farming and raising his family.             - Dan Meier (son) 

Joseph D. Pennell, Jr., 504th FS, passed away on November 29, 2006 after a long 
illness. He is survived by his wife Lenore of 61 years and daughter Suzanne. He always 
enjoyed the newsletter and the reunions.    - Suzanne Pennell (daughter) 

 Alexandria Zavoda, loving wife of 504th Crew Chief George Zavoda, passed 
away peacefully after a long illness on May 6, 2007.         - George Zavoda (husband) 

Pearl M. Purzycki, loving wife of Edward Purzycki, Base Defense 328 Serv. Grp, 
passed away peacefully at home on May 10, 2007 surrounded by her family. She was my 
dancing partner and the love of my life for 58 years. –Edward Purzycki (husband) 

Helen August Grande, passed away on May 15, 2007 the beloved wife for 56 
years of 504th Crew Chief Carmen R. Grande. – Carmen Grande (husband) 

Jeanne Mulguin Wood, Assistant Red Cross Director passed away on June 4, 
2007. One of the angels of the 339th, she will be missed.   - Janice Greider (sister) 

Michael A. Placko, ORD passed away peacefully on June 26, 2007. He always 
enjoyed being a part of the 339th Fighter Group and going to the reunions. We hope to 
keep in touch through the newsletter!    – Bonnie Kalous (daughter) 

Pat Thury, Widow of 505th Squadron Commander passed away the last week of 
July.  She was 66 yrs old and has been on our roster since Joe’s death.   - Jim Starnes 

Ralph Perry Thompson, 504th pilot, Newsletter returned marked “DECEASED”.                     

Our condolences to all the families on their loss - - -                            

   Clarence Meier               Joseph Pennell                 AlexZavoda                  Pearl Purzycki        

   Helen Grande                  Jeanne Wood                     Mike Placko                         Pat Thury 
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$503 Francis R. Gerard, $110 Thomas G. Sams, $100 William Lyons 355th 

FG, $100 James Mankie, $94 Dutch Eisenhart, $75 John P. Wilson, $50 Eddie Epp, 
$30 Louise Higbee, $25 Rep. Lawrence Bliss, $25 Gail Carter, $20 Jim Davidson, 
$20 Anders Billing, $20 Claire Griffith, $20 Lacey Vincent,                                               

                                      
$50 has been donated in memory of Helen Grande “my 

wife of 56 years” by Carmen R. Grande, husband. 
$50 has been donated in memory of 505th pilot Robert E. 

Irion, by pilot and friend H. Edward Girzi, “He was a great guy!” 

We thank you all for your generous donations.                                             
 

      
 Andrew Mankie, son of 503rd pilot James Mankie, writes: -  
6/2/07 -  Steve,           
         As always I enjoyed the June 
newsletter – it always brings back a lot of 
memories. I especially enjoy the stories – 
it must have been quite a time to form a 
bond that lasts a lifetime. 

I am back flying “my aircraft” the 
CH47 F – “Chenook” – teaching young 
Army pilots the new F model with a 
totally digital cockpit. I hired on as a 
contractor working at Fort Campbell, 
Kentucky then fielding 2 more units. I 
drive by Nashville which brings back memories of attending my first reunion with my Dad. 

 What a special time! Thank you again for the great newsletter. Andy  

                                                             
 A birthday greeting from Francis R. Gerard, 503rd FS: -  

 July, 11th,’07 - Dear Steve,     -  
Now that I have completed 82 years and started the 83rd I wanted to 

use this $503 gift to thank all of you for my survival! 
We are a great group of individuals! 
 Blue Skies  
Frank enclosed a check for $503, his gift to us on his 82nd birthday! Thank you 

Frank and a belated Happy Birthday! Is there anyone younger in the Group? H.H. 

                 
 The following mail from the great-nephew of our food director “Shorty” Fulton:- 

This is the “Chenook” CH 47-F 

Born 7-11-1924 
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 Mail Bag continued next page   

Dear Steve,                May 22, 2007 
A note to send my best and 

the hope that all is well with you 
and yours. 

A while back I mentioned 
that my son, Shorty Fulton’s, great 
grand nephew (or is it great 
nephew), had followed the family 
line and was currently on active 
duty as an AF pilot. You mentioned 
at that time that you might find it 
interesting for the newsletter. 

I am enclosing a picture that 
I just received for whatever use you 
might have for it. Dave Fulton is a 
Major with fifteen years service and 
three overseas tours to his credit. 
His past assignments were in 
Special Ops in MH-53 helicopters, and a tour as a flight instructor in T-37s. 
He is currently assigned to the Bell Aircraft Factory in Amarillo, Texas 
serving as a. production test, acceptance and delivery on the V -22 Osprey. 
      Also for what is worth, he, like Shorty, rides a green motorcycle, as do I. 
       Best wishes, Hal Fulton SMSgt USAF (ret)  

                                                    
Aviation Artist from “Iron Horse Illustrations”, John Doughty writes: - 6/9/07 - 

Dear Mr. Ananian, - Just a note to let you know I am mailing the James Starnes “Tar Heel” 
prints to you. These prints are signed by Mr. Starnes, and they are being donated to the 339th 
FG.  You can use them as gifts, sell them and keep the profit for the 339th FG fund, or use them 
as you wish. - Thank you very much, John Doughty 
 Thank you for the donation John. (See our Ad on page 17)  Steve A.  

               
Artist/pilot Dave Ails writes: - 5/25/07 - Steve,      

            Thanks for the newsletter.  I actually got a call from a friend of the 339th, David Delisio, 
who lives in Walkersville, MD and is the local State Police MediVac Helicopter pilot. He saw 
the articles in the newsletter and called me. Sounds like a great guy who had an uncle in the 
339th as a radio operator. Cheers, Dave 

              
 A son of a 339er asks us for our assistance: - 5/25/07 - Sir,      

I found some old papers of my fathers while doing some genealogy research after my 
sister had passed away. He was a member of the 339th. I am trying (without a lot of hope) to 
find someone who might remember him from his time in the service or may have any old 
pictures. His name in the service was Francis M Carson (he seems to have changed it from 
Close) and he was an armorer for the P-51’s based in England.  

Thank you, John Carson, 1091 S Hiawassee Rd. Apt 235, Orlando, Fl. 32835  
                                                             

Major Dave Fulton in front of V-22 Osprey 
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 This note from Ken Sylvester’s daughter (503rd): - 
Steve, 

After your story of you hitting the 
speed of “Compressibility” you might like 
this picture of a modern Jet fighter breaking 
the sound barrier. This phenomenon only 
happens at the instant an Aircraft breaks 
the sound barrier and it literally appears 
like the aircraft goes through a wall. 

I hope you find these pictures as 
fascinating as I did.  

WOW!!! 
Carol Buch         

               
From Bill Jaaskelainen, gun-camera film archivist and son of 505th pilot:-  

       June 7th - Steve, I regret I am unable to attend the Sawicki memorial ceremonies in France, 
but since it is nearly 8 June in France, my golfing foursome, in honor of Joe and Robert, had a 
cheese plate and glasses of Cabernet Sauvignon today after golf. The cheese was domestic and 
the wine Californian, but the emotions were real as we toasted these brave American flyers. 

 "Fromage et vin" were courtesy of Bob Bisciglia, whose father was wounded on  D-day, 
but still went on to win  a Bronze Star and five battle stars. 

I am slightly inebriated as I write this, but I must say:  
Vive Joe Sawicki! Vive Robert Smith! Vive Le 339th Fighter Group!  
Vive La France! Vive La USA! 
Vive la relations cordial entre France et USA!  

 Bill Jaaskelainen, Jr                 

                                                                     
         Danny Morris, author, friend of the 339th in the UK writes:- 
July 5th ’07 - Steve,   

I had my “48 Stars ‘n Bars” flying all day yesterday! 
 It bugs the local “rag heads” but bollocks* to them! 

A belated Happy 4th of July!    Danny                     
 *Bollocks is a word of Anglo Saxon origin; meaning testicles in British English.                         

 

  

 Make the following additions or changes to your new mailing list: - 
Change: - 

Pappas, Mrs. Jacqueline, HQ Widow of our CO’s driver “Jimmy”, 
 PO Box 233578, Sacramento, CA 95823 
Richard Wells, 503rd – Pilot, 8377 NW 43rd Lane, Ocala, FL 34482-2013 
Frances French, 503rd Widow of pilot Jeff, 48 Fern Hollow Drive, Granby, CT 06035-1014, 

Modern Super-Sonic Jet breaking the “Sound Barrier”

“Happy 4th “from Ethan 
Wendt, a 339th FG fan. 
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Joanne M. Parr, 504th, 17823 149th Street SE, Monroe, WA 98272-2687 
Ted Staggers, 505th pilot, Sunrise Bloomfield, 2080 S. Telegraph Rd. Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 
John Wilson, 503rd pilot, 726 Community Drive Apt 119, Belleville, IL 62223 
Elsie M. Bova, 505th Widow of engineering officer, 
660 Camino De Los Mares Unit 205, San Clemente, CA 92673-1807 
Mrs. Marilyn Smith, 503rd Widow of Richard, communications, 
5602 Sandpiper Lane, Madison, WI 53716-4404 
Beverly Irion, 505th Widow of pilot, 3807 Highland Cove, #E15, Salt Lake City, UT 84106 
Carolyn Salsberry, 504th daughter of Carol Bennett pilot,  
2401 S. 35th Street, Ste 2, Tacoma, WA 98409 
Dave Williams, RC – son of Mary, 1400 S. Joyce Street Apt. 720 Arlington VA 22202 

Add the following:- 
Carson, John, 504th son of Armorer Francis, 1091 S Hiawassee Rd. Apt 235, Orlando, Fl. 
32835 - Seppala, Carol, 505th – Daughter of pilot Jim Woolery, 15807 River Road, Houston, 
TX 77079-5041 - David Thorne, Friend of the 339th FG, 1 Apple Close, Cotton Ham, 
Cambridge, CB24 8UJ, England. - Robert R. Criddle, Jr., Friend of the 339th FG, 401 
Covillano Place Marysville, CA 95901 - Ray Ellis, Friend of the 339th FG, 16, High Street, 
Melbourn, Royston, Hertfordshire, SG8 6DZ., United Kingdom - Bob Brunn, Author, friend of 
the 339th FGA, 2 Arabica Lane, Savannah, GA 31419 

Delete: - 
Ralph Thompson, 504th pilot, - Michael Placko, ORD, -Jeanne Wood, RC director – James R. 
Hayes, 505th Aircraft electrician                                                                                                        

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 John Doughty Aviation Artist from “High Iron Illustrations” has donated four 13” x 19” Prints 
of Jim Starnes P-51 – “Tar Heel” 6N-X. Each print is autographed by Col. Jim Starnes and his 
Crew chief S/Sgt. Gabe Cutri. These are four of 50 original “Limited Edition” autographed prints. 
Each print comes with a “Certificate of Authenticity” by the Artist. 
            This is a real buy at $75 each. Profits will go to 339th FGA.                                                  
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Reunion Side Trip 
 San Antonio City Tour - Guided tour to Lackland AFB, Kelly Field, the missions 
Espada and San Juan and downtown San Antonio pointing out the historical Sites. Lunch at 
the Rio Cantina restaurant (you pay for your own lunch) ending with a return boat ride (about 
an hour) on the San Antonio River or, if you wish, ride the bus back to the hotel.     price $30          

 
Wednesday Banquet Dinner Menu 

Sesame Crusted Breast of Chicken -                                                                 price $45 
Grilled Norwegian Salmon –                                                                                 price $50 
Filet Mignon -                                                                               price $50 
All prices Include 20% Taxable Service Charge (Tip) and applicable Sales Tax. 

 
Farewell Breakfast Buffet on Thursday, October 4th: 

   The Portage - Price includes 20% Tip and applicable Sales Tax                     price $20              
 

Reunion Tentative Schedule of Events 
Sept. 30th Sunday All Units will Host Bar!  

3:00pm – Registration at 339th Hospitality Room  
5:00pm – 6:00pm Welcome meeting at the “Hospitality Room” 

                                        Oct. 1st Monday 505th will Host Bar! 
9:00am 3:00pm – San Antonio City Tour with a stop for lunch. 
7:30pm – Possible Unit Dinners - Socialize and refreshments at “Hospitality Room” 
                                              Oct. 2nd Tuesday 504th will Host Bar! 
9:00am – 10:00am - Board of Director’s Meeting in the “Hospitality Room” 
10:00AM – 11:00am - General Membership meeting  
Free schedule rest of the day to socialize, see the sights or whatever. 
7:30pm – Possible Unit Dinners - Socialize and refreshments at “Hospitality Room” after 

Oct. 3rd Wednesday 503rd will Host Bar! 
Free schedule all day to socialize, see the sights or whatever. 
6:00pm - Cash Bar - followed by  
7:00pm - Banquet Dinner - After dinner socialize at “Hospitality Room” after 

Oct. 4th Thursday morning 
6:30am – 9:30am - Farewell Breakfast Buffet 

12:00noon   Checkout. We say farewell - “SEE YOU NEXT YEAR”   
 

   339th Fighter Group Lapel Pins 
This polished pewter four-colored Cloisonné lapel pin is a thing of 

beauty! Only 7/8 of an inch in diameter it looks like a piece of fine jewelry.  
We still have a few left! When they are gone that will be it! The price is 

$10 each plus $2 shipping per order. Just drop me a line with a check to the 
return address on this newsletter (back page).                                                

 

Actual size! 
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                                          The 339th Reunion Registration Form 
Please fill in your Name 

First _________________ Last ____________________________ Unit ______ Number attending  ______ 

Please list additional guest names separately for Name Tags. 
                                                                                                                                      Number        Amount 

� Registration Fee                                                                   $15     each ________      ________ 
� San Antonio City Tour                                                        $30     each ________      ________ 

Wednesday Night Banquet Dinner 
� Fish                                                                                     $50     each ________      ________ 
� Beef                                                                                     $50     each ________      ________ 
� Chicken                                                                               $45     each ________      ________ 
                          Thursday Morning Farewell Breakfast 
� Farewell Breakfast                                                              $20      each ________      ________ 

                                                                                                                                                         Total        ________ 
Make your checks payable to the 339th Fighter Group Association 
And mail with this completed form (or photo copy) to: - 

Richard G. Thieme, Treasurer, 2732 South 7th Street, Sheboygan, WI 53081-6802 
        Phone: (920) 452-4780 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
                                                   Unit Dinners  
          First __________________  Last ___________________ Unit _____ Number attending  ______ 
                        (NAME above)                 Number                                           Amount 
Indicate number of each   � Chicken     ________   @ $45      per person $  ________   
                                         � Beef          _________  @ $45      per person $  ________                                  

                                                                                                                          TOTAL   $  ________ 
Mail this coupon (or photo copy) with checks to the appropriate unit directors listed above. 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
Unit Directors 

503rd Unit Dinner - Fill out unit form below and mail with $45 check made payable to: - 
    Luther Francis, 503rd Director, 29 Hillview Road, Gorham, ME 04038 Phone: (207)-839-8744     

504th, HQ & ORD Unit Dinners - This year our CO, HQ & ORD are invited to join the 504th 
Unit Dinner. Fill out unit form below and mail with $45 checks made payable to: - 
    William Clark, Jr., 109 Sherwood Oaks Dr., Waco, TX 76705-   Phone: (570) 689-4090 

505th Unit Dinner - Fill out the form below and mail with $45 check made payable to: - 
    Dave Williams, 505th Director, 1400 S. Joyce Street, Apt. 720 Arlington VA 22202 

Cell Phone: 703-244-9992. 
      

Your 2007 DUES ARE DUE! 
Your $10 (tax-deductible) dues help cover the cost of this newsletter. 

                             Newsletter Circulation – 482 – (440 USA, 42 Overseas)                                    



September 1, 2007   

              

 339th Fighter Group Association, Inc. 
C/o Stephen C. Ananian  
4 North Orchard Farms Avenue 
Simpsonville, SC 29681-4866, USA 
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

To: - 
            Mailing Address 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -MAILING LIST UPDATE FORM  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

 Check your name and address on the mailing label. Make certain it is correct. If not, fill out 

this form and mail to the address below. If you wish to pay dues you may also use this form. 

 Please accept my donation of $10 for my dues for the 339th FGA. (Tax Exempt) 

 Please add my name to the mailing list. 

 Please send me ________ 339th Lapel Pins @ $10 each plus $2 additional for shipping 
                              (Number of pins) 

 Please mail me the 2007 Membership Roster (Mailing addresses). 

339th Fighter Group Association, Inc. 
C/o S. C. Ananian 
4 North Orchard Farms Ave., 
Simpsonville, SC 29681-4866, USA                                                           

NAME _____________________________________________________ 
                          First                               Middle                    Last               
ADDRESS __________________________________________________ 

CITY _________________________ STATE _________ ZIP _________ 

Phone (if you wish) ______________  E-mail _________________________________ 

Clip here 
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