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The veterans of Fowlmere - Rear L-R – Warren Olsen, William MacClarence, Richard Thieme, our CO
John Henry, Stephen Ananian, William Bryan, Thomas Sams, Lee Eisenhart and Lawrence Powell. Front L-R
– Gabe Cutri, Gerald Graham, George Joe, James Delisio, Ronald Miller and Edward Purzycki.
Photo by - Bill Clark

We Did It Again!
By Stephen C. Ananian, pilot, 505th FS
Without a doubt this San Antonio reunion at the hometown of our beloved Commander
was one of the best. Well planned by Larry Powell and his “support team" of Sharon and Bill
Clark aided by Hospitality Chairman, Joyce Eiswald and Dick Thieme at registration. We had
about 74 attendees, 15 of which were veterans of Fowlmere. Our CO John Henry
accompanied by the lovely Maxine were there constantly, chatting with old friends looking as
healthy as ever and giving us a feeling of gratitude for their presence. Once again Laurina
and John Harris had traveled from the UK to be with their friends, the members of the
339th FG. Our members came with family and friends. Sending their regrets
Continued over
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for their absence were Jim Starnes, Chet Malarz, Carl Ashworth, Bill Raines and Francis
Gerard who sent his son Donald and stepson Aldo Stolte to represent him. They all sent their
apologies but just were not well enough to make the journey. I narrowly missed going myself
since I was in hospital for 10 days prior to our reunion but was able to escape just two days
before! - We made it!
It started on Sunday evening with our Welcome meeting, where we were all told of the
plans that had been laid out for the attendees. The
following morning we climbed on board our bus for a
five-hour guided tour of San Antonio. This included
driving past The Alamo, the famous missions,
Lackland Air Force Base, Kelly Field, Randolph Field
and Downtown San Antonio. We were unable to see
the Museum at Lackland, because the Museum
Custodian never showed up but we were greeted by
John C. Wright a retired Air Force Colonel and “Air
Historian”. He told us how much he admired our
accomplishments during WW II and stood at
attention and saluted as we departed. The tour
wound up at a restaurant where we had our lunch
followed by a boat ride along the famous
“Riverwalk” back to our hotel. We were caught in a
rain shower in the open tour boat and all were
soaked to the skin but no one seemed to mind.
The following day we had our annual meeting
in which we voted in a new Board of Directors. On
January first Larry Powell will be our new
president, Bill MacClarence vice president, Richard
Thieme treasurer and yours truly, Stephen Ananian
secretary, CO John Henry is our Headquarters Unit
Director, Luther Francis 503rd Unit Director, Bill
Clark, Jr., 504th Unit Director, Dave Williams 505th
Laurina dressed in the uniform of an
Army nurse and John Harris as a Sergeant
Unit Director and Warren Olsen Ordnance Unit
first class.
Photo Emma Thieme
Director. The membership voted to return once
again to our nation’s capital at Washington, DC. The meeting was adjourned followed by the
members and their friends seeing the sights, shopping and having a good time exploring the
city via the “trolley” or whatever. Our Hospitality Room was by poolside as before, but the
hotel had been completely renovated.
Joyce Eiswald had prepared well with snacks, drinks and decorated as always with
banners made by yours truly. On display was the detailed model by Bill Clark of his Dad’s
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plane “Happy IV”. It had complete instrument panel with controls and pilot. We showed a
picture of it in a previous newsletter.
I was then surprised by Bill, who
presented me with a detailed model of “Baby
Mine”, my plane. On the wood base of the model
was a piece of slate from our air field in
Fowlmere with the name of my “bird” painted on
it. I was deeply touched by this gesture and will
be forever grateful. Thank you Bill!
Tuesday evening we had our Unit Dinners
with wine on the tables, a gift from our CO John
Henry. The food was great and the camaraderie
even greater. Our Unit Directors had once again
done a phenomenal job!
Wednesday was an open day again for all
to see the sights or sit in the Hospitality Room
by the pool, chatting. We owe Bill Jaskelainen
our gratitude for entertaining us with great
movies of our life at Tampa, Rice Field and
Fowlmere.
Wednesday night was our Banquet Dinner.
Boat ride along the Riverwalk
Photo Bill Clark
The Color Guard from Randolph Field presented
the colors and our president Thomas Sams bid us
farewell. John and Maxine were there with their friends, Anne Boyd and Bill Borellis.
Highlight of the evening was the appearance of Laurina and John Harris dressed in the
uniforms of a U.S. Army nurse and sergeant. They looked just elegant!
Larry Powell was Master of Ceremonies and Bill Clark entertained us by singing his
“Ballad of the 339th”. The words were written by Bill and sung to the music of the old
“Kingston Trio” song, “MTA”. John Henry closed the evening with words of appreciation.
We then all sang “God Bless America” led by Gloria Sams and retired once again to the
Hospitality Room for more good fun with old friends.
The following morning we had our “Farewell Breakfast”, said goodbye to one another
and returned to our homes vowing to meet again next year at Washington, DC.

339th Fighter Group Lapel Pins

Actual size!

This polished silver four-color Cloisonné lapel pin is a thing of
beauty! Only ⅞” in diameter it looks like a piece of fine jewelry.
The price is $10 each plus $2 shipping per order. Profits go to the
th
339 FGA. Just drop me a line with a check to the return address on this
newsletter and indicate the number of pins you wish sent.
Reunion 2008 – Washington, DC
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What a Ground Crew!
By James R. Starnes, 505th Pilot, Staff Columnist.
Dear Steve, Stay well! The 339th will be wiped out if
anything happens to you. (It’s nice of you to say that! Steve)
Lou Thole recently published a book on “Forgotten
Fields”, the airfields used in training during World War II,
including our Rice Field in California. He wrote to me asking for
some comments on our stay there. I think they may be of
interest to our members.
The 339th moved from Walterboro, South Carolina to Rice Field in September of
1943. We, the pilots, flew down with our P-39s. On arrival there we had one P-39 with only
43 gallons of fuel. That was enough fuel to stay up for only half an hour more. At Rice Field,
the temperature was so hot that whenever we had to take off we had to hurry before
“popping” our coolant. Flying conditions were rough!
I remember one day when we were on a training exercise with
an army infantry division located at Desert Center. The division was
headed by a crusty major general who communicated with his forces
via the radio in a command vehicle sporting a tall “whip” antenna.
We would fly low over the troops on “mock” strafing runs. On
one occasion one of our pilots, I think it was Bill Routt of the 504th
FS, flew so low over the general's command car that his wing tip
broke off the radio antenna on the general’s car.!
The angry general, fuming, drove to Rice Field, expecting to
find the guilty P-39 with a damaged wingtip. However our efficient
“Forgotten Fields”
ground crew had quickly replaced the wingtip and buried the old one.
by Lou Thole
Unable to find the guilty pilot, the general left angry and unsatisfied!
During the winter we experienced some severe dust storms. It was impossible to avoid
that oppressive dust which infiltrated everything! It made living conditions quite miserable! –
Then, one day we were given an operational readiness inspection - which we passed with flying
colors. Higher command decided it was time to ship us to England to become a part of the
Eighth Air Force.
Our combat record shows that the decision was a wise one. Colonel Henry went on to
become a major general, as did several other members of the group.

Page 4

You only have a month left to pay your $10 Dues for 2007.

NEWSLETTER of the 339th Fighter Group Association

December 1, 2007

Joseph Sawicki “Our Liberator”
By Nancy Sawicki, sister-in-law
The 339th and most units of the Eighth Air Force
flew around-the-clock, - three missions a day from June
6th to the 8th without pause. On the last mission of June
8th the 339th participated in dive-bombing missions to
targets of opportunity in the vicinity of Rennes.
The weather was very poor – 4/10 overcast. The
three squadrons, armed with 500, 250 and 100 pound
bombs respectively, broke up before attacking various
targets which included bridges, trains and a truck convoy.
While the group was strafing and bombing their targets,
eight FW-190s attacked and individual dogfights broke
out. The 339th destroyed all eight FW-190s and lost three
aircraft and two pilots - Lt. Robert Smith (503rd) was KIA
– downed by a FW-190, Lt. Joseph F. Sawicki (505th)
was KIA downed by antiaircraft fire from the motor
convoy. Also lost that day was Lt. William A. Jones
(505th) whose aircraft was badly damaged by a FW-190.
Jones managed to fly his crippled aircraft to England. Unable to land his badly damaged plane, he parachuted to
safety! (Excerpt from the March 2006 newsletter.)
On Saturday, June 23rd 2007 at 12:00
noon our cars pulled up simultaneously at Brittany
American Cemetery. We met our French hosts
and proceeded to the administrative office to
Lt. Joseph Sawicki
meet
Superintendent
Gerald
Arseneault
who escorted us to Joe's grave where we and our hosts placed flower bouquets. By remote
control, Superintendent Arseneault had taps played by chimes in the chapel, and we paused
for silent prayers.
From there our French hosts
took us to a fine restaurant for a
traditional French lunch. At this time
we had an interpreter who did not
speak much English (not Christine) so
it was fun all around.
Plaque honoring Joseph Sawicki at base of war memorial
After that we returned to our
hotel where the maitre d'hotel had a phone message telling us that Mr. Albert Chretien
would take us from our hotel to church (Eglise Saint Martin de Princé)
Continued over
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the following morning.
We arrived at the church at 9:30 am and the street
was closed to traffic. There were two World War II
jeeps with military men wearing WWII uniforms. Outside
the church many people including children were milling
about in the gentle rain. The children were holding
American and French flags, there was a color guard made
up of Veterans of Foreign Wars, and there was a civilian
band. Two young boys flanked the doors of the church
holding Joe's picture and an inscription with his name and
mission that we delivered to the church in 2005. Here we
were greeted by our interpreters.
At 10:00 am we were escorted to the front pew of
the church where a Catholic mass was celebrated, hymns
were sung, the priest gave an address in French, the
children and the color guard all performed on cue. After
the mass and outside the church there were more
speeches given by dignitaries ending with the French and
American anthems. The memorial to Joe was unveiled
and we were then escorted across the street with the
congregants to the Mayor's office for a champagne toast
with many people taking pictures and extending kind
words. There were even, several people present who
witnessed the Dogfight unfolding in 1944.
From the church we were chauffeured to a fine
restaurant for another traditional French lunch with thirty
local participants. We were then chauffeured back to our
hotel in Fougeres to recover from this remarkable two day
event.
As you can see, this was a well thought-out and well
planned event. We have sent letters and pictures to the
Mayor and the Priest conveying our sincerest gratitude for
this unforgettable experience.
Of course, the most important aspect is that Joe
has his rightful legacy and the French people have not
forgotten what happened on their shores in June 1944,
history's finest hour.
Thank you, Steve, for helping to make this all
possible.
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WE ALL ENJOYED EVERY MINUTE.
By Ronald E. Miller, 505th Armorer
Last year I attended my first reunion and when writing about it
labeled it "Our Reunion." This year I add "And We All Enjoyed Every
Minute." I saw no one who even hinted at being disappointed. Happy!
Happy! Happy! Was the tune that reached my ears!!!
This was the second time that the reunion had been held in San
Antonio but it was the first for Betty (wife), Janet (daughter), and I
seeing the sights of the area was new and fun for us--everyone was very
friendly and nice.
The first day included a tour of Lackland Air Base, several religious Missions, and of
the city itself one of the Missions, San Juan Capistrano, was built before its counterpart in
California. Our guide said that the one in California was famous because of the swallows that
returned every year, but, he said, at their local mission they have pigeons who never leave at
all.
The second day, we took a tour around the downtown area in a river boat with a guide
who explained the sights and buildings and entertained us with his patter. As we neared some
large leaves leaning over into the river, he suggested that we reach out and touch them to
see how they felt. We did and he then explained that they were a San Antonio version of
poison ivy.
Betty and I celebrated our 58th wedding anniversary on October 1st so we went to
dinner with Janet at a steak house downtown. As we ate, we watched river boats going by,
one after another, each filled with groups being served their dinner on the boats.
Immediately outside of the restaurant, large groups of birds were flocking to roost in
the trees at the front of the building. They were extremely noisy and to our inquiry we
learned they were grackles-birds we had not seen nor heard of before -thankfully!!!
Of course the sights were interesting, but the best part of the reunion was meeting
and visiting with the 339th personnel and their families. Last year was the first time I had
seen any of the veterans since 1944. I had been in contact with Stephen and Isabel Ananian
for a number of years by phone and e-mail but it was so good to see them in person. We owe
Steve so much appreciation for all the work he does on the newsletter and on the reunions.
What a great job!
This year I was able to visit with more of the people but there were still others that I
wished that I had had time to visit. I did, however, get to meet the invisible man of
Fowlmere. No, his name isn't Harvey. I'll let him tell his story-hopefully in the newsletter.
Larry Powell is so delightful. Last year at the first dinner he was
Continued over
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telling a joke but couldn't remember the ending. At the next dinner he told it again because
he had remembered the ending. At the third dinner there was a break and someone said,
"Larry, tell us a joke." So he did-the same joke.
This year I was fascinated with Larry's talk of his time as a prisoner of war. His story,
as related by himself would be great reading for the Newsletter.
Several years ago Stephen Ananian gave me a copy of the story about his own
ancestors. What a great story! I have read it many times. But, there is yet more he should
write about his own experiences.
Perhaps an appeal to the general membership would "draw out" many other interesting
stories. We all had them!!
It was good to have Dave Williams aboard but we were sorry that his brother, Jeff,
was unable to attend due to illness. We do send him our love and best wishes.
And, it amazes me that Laurina and John Harris travel so far each year to attend.
Laurina was stunning wearing a WW II Army Nurse’s uniform and John was wearing an
American Army uniform at the banquet.
There is a lot of talent in the group and a lot of willingness to pitch in and help, such as
was evidenced by those who worked in the hospitality room and those who entertained at the
banquet.
Well, as goes the customary farewell, "Hope to see you again at our next reunion."

“Jet Victory” by Dave Ails

2007 DUES ARE DUE!
Your $10 (tax-deductible) dues cover the cost of this newsletter.
Newsletter Circulation – 489 – (446 USA, 43 Overseas)
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One Lucky Kraut!
By Enoch B. Stephenson, Jr.,
pilot 503rd FS
Late in my combat tour - when I
considered myself a fairly competent fighter
pilot, I did a very stupid thing. I became
separated from my wingman and the rest of
the 503rd FS.
If I recall correctly, we had completed
the escort portion of the mission when
somehow I lost the Group. A short time later,
flying all alone, I spotted about twenty
German fighters several thousand feet above
me. - Decided that I might be able to pick off
one of the “tail-end Charlies”, so I gave chase
and was successful in causing one of them to
drop out of the formation and attacked the
Kraut! Down he went - with me following him.
He “belly landed” successfully in an open field
but I was too “chicken” to kill him on the
Capt. Enoch Bledsoe Stephenson,
503rd Operations Officer.
ground, - - so I left him.
I now realize that I should have killed him because he could live to continue flying and
probably shoot me down or someone else on a subsequent mission.
When I returned to Fowlmere, I related this story to our Intelligence Officer,
Captain Scruggs, who forwarded it to group intelligence. They wrote a mission report, a copy
of which reached Colonel John Henry. Somewhere along the line, the number of German
planes was increased to forty instead of twenty and the report read something like this,
“Capt. Enoch Stephenson of the 339th Fighter Group single-handed attacked Forty German
aircraft, and succeeded in downing one ME 109!” Colonel Henry reading this, recommended me
for the Silver Star! Later the upper echelons reduced it to a Distinguished Flying Cross for
which I was truly grateful.
If I had been as smart as I am now, I would have stayed with the Krauts and perhaps
got another, - On the other hand I may have got myself shot down to have become a POW
for the rest of the war – or perhaps even been reported as KIA or MIA and never heard
from again! Who knows?
Reunion 2008 – Washington, DC
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Our CO John and Maxine Henry
Photo Bill Clark

Gabe and Neva Cutri
Photo Emma Thieme

Ronald and Betty Miller
Photo Emma Thieme
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Dave Williams, 505th Unit Director
Photo Emma Thieme

Our Honorary Members from the UK, John
and Laurina Harris
Photo Bill Clark

Treasurer Richard Thieme and Emma
Photo Bill Clark
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Right - Bill Clark, Jr. surprised Steve by
presenting him with the model above of his “Bird”.
Photo Sharon Clark

Left - Donald, Shirley, Christopher
Ollander and Jennifer Gragfe.
Photo Emma Thieme

L – R Dorothy Clark and Maxine Henry at the
banquet dinner.
Photo Bill Clark

Laurina Harris enjoys a Margarita at a
Riverwalk Cafe.
Photo John Harris

Reunion 2008 – Washington, DC
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Should Our Bylaws Be Changed?
By Stephen C. Ananian, editor, pilot 505th FS
Attending this reunion were 15 veterans of Fowlmere and 16
wives of veterans – 43 were families and friends. As expected, our
Veterans are decreasing in number but family members are increasing!
So where do we go from here? Is it time to fold our tents and go
home? The bylaws say “Membership shall be open to all who were members of the 339th Fighter
Group during World War II, including members of units assigned or attached for support
services while this group was stationed at Fowlmere, England. Spouses, widows or widowers of
those who served in the 339th Fighter Group during wartime are also eligible for membership.”
Do we change the bylaws to include family members as members and officers? Or
leave it as it is and let the organization die! Perhaps at some time in the future when there
are no more Veterans of Fowlmere to accept office the remaining would reorganize – call
themselves “The sons and daughters of the 339th FG”?
There are some that say “Once the Veterans of Fowlmere and their spouses are gone
it will not be the same organization. Keep the Newsletter going until there are no longer
funds and let it and the organization ‘Just Slowly Fade Away!”
I would like to hear from all of you on this question.
As I said before, I was in the hospital until two days before our reunion. I passed a
gallstone and as a result developed an irregular heart beat. The medication for the heart is
doing the job. My thanks for your concern!
In the past we have tried to make arrangements to get
the 339th recognition for its achievements. We were successful
in having our pilots interviewed for the excellent documentary
on the history channel of “The P-51 Mustang” and also having
magazine articles written on our accomplishments.
The British magazine “Flight Journal” published a special
edition of their magazine for winter 2008 “World War II Air
Combat”! Featured in it is an article based on our September
newsletter story of the “Jet Killers of the 339th FG”. There was
a “double page spread” of the computer rendition by our artist
Dave Ails (see page 8). Congratulations Dave on a job well done!
In Washington, DC we had a volunteer for the Library of
World War II Air Combat
Congress interview our men. These interviewers volunteer their
time; supply the needed equipment free of charge to record for history the stories of the
men who fought WW II.
Page 12
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This year, we made arrangements to have another “Library of Congress Volunteer”
from Granbury, Texas, named Brett Quillen. He and his cameraman traveled 240 miles, a
five-hour journey to get the stories of the veterans of the 339th. Unfortunately they were
only able to interview our Commanding Officer and three of our pilots.
Brett, a disabled veteran and assistant pastor of his church, has interviewed many
veterans including interviews with twenty members of the 91st Bomb Group. The local TV
station “airs” a program entitled "Hood County Heroes". Brett does a thirty minute show
interviewing war-time veterans. We were so fortunate to have had him, we thank you Brett!
Once again Bill Jaaskelainen entertained us with movies of the Group at Tampa, Rice
Field and Fowlmere. He also has archived our Gun-Camera films for posterity. Thank you Bill
we owe you much!
We also owe our president, Thomas Glenn Sams our gratitude for the great job he did
as our president. He took the position when others would not. Tom was always there when we
needed him. We thank you Tom for a job well done!
During the recent forest fires in San Diego, Dorothy Clark and her daughter Joyce
Eiswald were forced to evacuate their homes. I am happy to report that on their return,
outside of having to clean up the ashes from the fire, their homes sustained no damage.
One night, Larry Powell, Bill Bryan and yours truly were up late to close the hospitality
room as we usually have at past reunions. This time however we did not talk about WW II.
We discussed instead our illnesses and of the medications we were taking!
Perhaps we ARE getting old!

On behalf of the Newsletter Staff and
myself, may I take this opportunity to wish all
of you and your families good health and joy
during this holiday season and the coming year?

Stephen C. Ananian
“WELCOME RESPITE” - by Nicolas
Trudgian - It is Christmas 1944 and, as a
formation of 339th FG P-51 Mustangs disturb
the peace of Cambridge, a Jeep waits patiently
outside “The Red Lion” while her occupants
sample the local ale.

Reunion 2008 – Washington, DC
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Fighter Pilot in a “Horse-Fight”!
By Lee “Dutch” Eisenhart, pilot 504th
“WW II Mustang Jockey” armed with a Volvo, has
an encounter with a senior mustang. – A real live horse!
Returning home from a Penn State – Notre Dame
Football game at 1:00am only 3 miles from my home, I
was rounding a curve on a two-lane black top road, with
hazy visibility. Suddenly my windshield was filled with
the sight of a grown horse standing broadside and on my
side of the road. I immediately hit the brakes and came
to a screeching halt as the horse slid up, over the hood,
shattering the windshield and reshaping much of the
"Dutch" Eisenhart
front of my car. Damage to the Volvo was $6,750;
damage to the horse, none! (Probably a sore belly). Next day he was back in his stall, in fairly
decent shape – telling his equine buddies how he had “downed” a Volvo!
The only good news was that Penn State beat their nemesis Notre Dame.

The following have donated in the memory of their loved ones:$170 in memory of her husband 505th pilot Robert E. Irion
by Beverly Irion.
$100 in memory of her husband, 503rd
pilot Carl H. French by Beverly French.
$50 in memory of her husband, William
Guyton, 505th pilot by Marjorie Guyton.
$50 in memory of mother & father Ted
& Florence Gensheimer, by Dr. Virginia
Degiorgi.
$50 in memory of her brother Anthony
J. Panka, 505th Aircraft Maintenance by
Anne Krug.
$40 in memory of her husband, Dr
Fred Scroggin 505th Flight Surgeon by Jane
Scroggin.

Page 14

You only have a month left to pay your $10 Dues for 2007.

NEWSLETTER of the 339th Fighter Group Association

December 1, 2007

Deceased
Frances Garland

Florence Gensheimer

Lyle Wright

Anthony Panka

Frances Garland, loving wife of 504th pilot Edgar Garland, passed away
– Edgar L. Garland
on April 13, 2007.
Florence Gensheimer, widow of 503rd operations clerk Ted R.
Gensheimer, passed away peacefully on August 2, 2007 at the age of 91.
- Dr. Virginia Degiorgi (daughter)
Anthony J. Panka, 505th Aircraft maintenance passed away on
September 8, 2007. He was so proud to be a member of the 339th Fighter
Group. When he received the newsletter he read every page with the
greatest interest. He always wore his 339th lapel pin and the 339th Fighter
Group History book is displayed in a prominent place in our home.
- Anne Krug (sister)
Lyle M. Wright, 503rd pilot, passed away on June 6th 1986. He did not talk
much about the War and I was too young to understand. But he was my
hero! We shared the same birthday and I just loved him so very much.
- Tracie Wright-Johnson (granddaughter.)
Albert H. Saleem, 504th pilot passed away in February 2006. Albert was
85 years old.
- Sol Saleem, (brother)

Our condolences to all the families on their loss - - -

Hal Fulton purchased an autographed print of Jim Starnes plane:Steve: The pictures arrived and are everything I could have hoped for. I really appreciate the
ones of your a/c and the insignia. My plan is to get the big one framed as is and to have the
smaller ones and the insignia incorporated into another. I note that Bert Stiles was lost in one
of Col. Starnes a/c.....I've read his book several times.. As a former crew
Continued next page
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chief, I am glad to see the ground crew included in the credits; do you ever
hear from yours? Thanks again: Hal Fulton

Outside of my armorer, we never located my ground crew!
505th Pilot, Lee Steiger writes this note:Dear Steve, The article on “Flaming the Jets” was excellent. It sure
brought back many memories. That article will be a great tribute to the
“262” era of the War. I really think that many of us will show it to our
grandchildren so they will know that we really did fight German Jets. - “Keep ‘em flyin.” Lee

Thank you Lee! See the November Flight Journal Magazine.
I received the following from the granddaughter of a 503rd pilot: -

1/Lt Lee Steiger

10/09/2007

My name is Tracie Wright I am the Granddaughter of Lyle M. Wright. I
was wondering if you had any pictures or stories you could share of my
grandfather. I am in the process of collecting information for the family.
Thank you for you time.
Sincerely, Tracie Wright-Johnson
Lt. Lyle M. Wright was one of the original pilots of the 339th FG. Tracie
also told me that his plane was hit by AA fire, wounding him in the eyes. He
could not turn them in any direction except straight up. Lyle radioed his
predicament and that he was preparing to bail out!
His element leader, Lt. Bill Stockton told him not to - that he (Bill) would
fly above him and lead him home. They flew in formation to Fowlmere one
1/Lt. Lyle M. Wright
above the other and Stockton was able to guide him to a safe landing. When
Lyle tried to exit his plane on the ground he could not get out because his canopy was jammed. He
would never have been able to “hit the silk”! Bill Stockton had saved his life!

At the annual meeting of the Board of Directors on
Oct. 2, 2007, the board voted to donate $1,000 to the
Preddy Memorial Foundation in honor of 1/Lt. William
Preddy 503rd pilot who was KIA 17 April ’45. We received
this note of gratitude from the Foundation:Dear Steve, On behalf of the Preddy Memorial Foundation,
please pass our thanks to your association for the generous donation.
We are also grateful for the introduction to John Harris & Twinwood!
Joe Noah, treasurer, Preddy Memorial Foundation

The PMF is donating a bronze bust of Bill Preddy (on
right) to John Harris’s museum in Twinwood!
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The son of Sgt. Quinn Schlortt 505th radio technician writes: - 10/11/07
Sir, I have found a few photos that my dad took which I believe are from his time with the
339th. I have more, but have not been able to digitize them yet. I thought you might like to
share these with his old squadron mates. Of course, any information you could provide me
about them would be greatly appreciated. Stories of the
people who knew my dad during this important time in his
life would be fantastic. As a historian, I am always doubly
interested.
Once again, I will be unable to attend the reunion as
duties at the Academy will preclude my leaving at this
time. (I retired from the Air Force in September of 2005,
but the History Department has continued to hire me back
as a civilian instructor since then.) My continued best
wishes to you all. Please convey my standing invitation to
visit the Academy to all in the 339th – I would be happy to
play host and tour guide to all who would like to visit and
maybe even attend a class or two (as long as they keep
hiring me!). You will notice that my e-mail has changed to
an .edu address, though I will also be able to receive
messages sent to my old .mil address as well. My office
phone # remains (719) 333-8543.
Anyone recognize the men above.

Best of luck to all in the coming year. Remember,
“Any landing you can walk away from is a good landing…any landing after which they can
still use the aircraft is a fantastic landing!” Cheers, Maj. (USAF Ret) David “Q” Schlortt

If any of you intend to visit the Air Force Academy contact David.

Make the following additions or changes to your new mailing list: -

Change: Williams, Dave, Red Cross – Son of Mary,
1400 S. Joyce Street Apt. 720, Arlington, VA 22202
Courtney, William H., 504th Crew Chief,
150 Sutton Way Apt 215, Grass Valley, CA 95945
Stephens, Virginia, 504th Widow of Radio Maintenance
27704 E Ambassador PR NE, Benton City, WA 99320-7548
Rich, Clinton, 505th Son of pilot,
96174 Light Wind Drive, Fernandina, FL 32034-6163
French, Francis, 503rd Widow of pilot,
48 Fern Hollow Drive, Granby, CT 06035-1014
Hanson, James, 505th Pilot,
1 Colley Ave., Apt 607, Norfolk, VA 23510-1047
Add:th
Peterson, Peter, Friend of the 339 FG
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5811 Glencoe Drive, Naples, FL 34108
Patton, Greg, Planning Director City of Randleman,
101 Hilliary St., Randlman, NC 27317
Delete: Florence Gensheimer, deceased, Albert Saleem, deceased

$133 Larry Powell, $110 Ronald Miller, $104 Dutch Eisenhart, $100 Edgar Garland, $100
Bayard Lawes, $100 Clarence Ferrell, $100 Robert C. Paul, $70 E.E. Shirey, $60 J. Scott
Woolery, $50 June Knaack, $50 Bill MacClarence, $35 Eric Brown, $20 Archie McLachlen, $25
William Courtney, $20 George Joe, $20 Susan Gibbs, $15 Scotty Ogden, $20 Marshall E. Cole,
$20 Irene Becker, $30 Aram Hazirjian, $25 Apkar Omartian, $25 Dorothy Grogan, $20 Bernie
Allen,

We thank you all for your generous donations.

John Doughty Aviation Artist from “High Iron Illustrations” has donated four 13” x 19” Prints
of Jim Starnes P-51 – “Tar Heel” 6N-X. Each print is autographed by Col. Jim Starnes and his
Crew chief S/Sgt. Gabe Cutri. There are only two of 50 original “Limited Edition” autographed
prints. Each print comes with a “Certificate of Authenticity” by the Artist.
This is a real buy at $75 each. Profits will go to 339th FGA.

By Stephen C. Ananian, editor
Some members of our Group are planning to return to England this spring. John
Harris’s 339th Museum at Twinwood Airfield in Bedford will be opening April 27/28th. More
details later! Let me know if any of you are interested. We need about 18 people!
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You only have a month left to pay your $10 Dues for 2007.
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Adcock
Allen
Ananian
Ananian
Bashford
Beckley
Bryan
Bryan, Jr.
Bryan IV
Borellis
Boyd
Clark
Clark
Clark
Clark
Clark, Jr.
Cutri
Cutri
Delisio
Delisio
Eisenhart
Eiswald
Fitzgerald
French
Gerard
Gibbs
Gragfe
Griffith
Hamacek
Graham
Graham
Harris
Harris
Henry, Jr
Henry
Higbee
Jaaskelainen
Joe
Joe
Joe
MacClarence
MacClarence
Marbach
Miller

Peggy
Seri
Isabel
Stephen C.
Jim
Kim
Karen
William E.
William E.
Bill
Anne
Chris
Dorothy
Jenny
Sharon
William
Gabe
Neva
James
Ruth
Lee
Joyce
Virginia M.
Beverly
Donald
Susan
Jennifer
Claire
Diane
Gerald
Mary
John
Laurina
John B.
Maxine
Louise
William
Dennis
George
Jean
Thomas
William
Teresa
Betty

Guest
504
505
505
505
503
503
503
503
Guest
Guest
HQ
HQ
HQ
HQ
HQ
505
505
503
503
504
HQ
504
503
503
503
Guest
504
Guest
505
505
UK
UK
HQ
HQ
503
505
503
503
503
505
505
503
505

Miller
Olander
Olander
Olander
Olsen
Olsen
Perry
Perry
Powell
Purzycki
Salsberry
Sams
Sams
Seppala
Stolte
Tarling
Thieme
Thieme
Thieme
Thieme
Trevino
Vernon
Verhil
Wattis
Winn
Wilke
Williams
Woolery
Yoder
Yoder
Total
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Ronald E.
Christopher
Donald
Shirley
Gladys
Warren
Lova Lee
William
Lawrence J
Ed
Caroline
Gloria
Thomas
Seth
Aldo
Teresa.
Emma
Richard
Roger
Shirley
Margo
Shaye
Jack
Mary-Liz
Janet
Cathie
Dave
Mary
Mary Ann
Richard
Attendees

505
505
505
505
ORD
ORD
503
503
505
HQ
504
503
503
505
503
505
505
505
505
505
Guest
504
Guest
Guest
505
505
505
505
Guest
Guest
74
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339th Fighter Group Association, Inc.
C/o Stephen C. Ananian
4 North Orchard Farms Avenue
Simpsonville, SC 29681-4866, USA

US
POSTAGE

To: Mailing Address

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Clip here
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - MAILING LIST UPDATE FORM - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Check your name and address on the mailing label. Make certain it is correct. If not, fill out
this form and mail to the address below. If you wish to pay dues you may also use this form.
 Please accept my donation of $10 for my dues for the 339th FGA. (Tax Exempt)
Please add my name to the mailing list.
Please send me _____ 339th Lapel Pins @ $10 each plus $2 additional for shipping
(Number)

 Please mail me the latest Membership Roster of members

339th Fighter Group Association, Inc.
C/o S. C. Ananian
4 North Orchard Farms Ave.
Simpsonville, SC 29681-4866, USA

NAME _____________________________________________________
First

Middle

Last

ADDRESS __________________________________________________
CITY _________________________ STATE _________ ZIP _________
Phone (if you wish) ______________ E-mail _______________________________

